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RELAXATION OF PLANNING 
CONTROL 


A CERTAIN ROAD is said to have been paved with 
good intentions, and as there is no doubt that the 
intentions of the Minister of Town and Country Planning 
are good, it is to be hoped that this type of surfacing may 
apply to other roads as well. Having groaned under a 
surfeit of forms and formalities, the slightest relaxation 
from this'burden (the details of which are given on page 
681) is bound to be welcome, small though it may be. 
But, whereas many have been convinced for some time 
that many aspects of planning control are largely illusory 
in their effect upon an ordered community, the wisest 
have always kept in mind that the broad intentions of 
planning are beneficent, and on occasion necessary. We 
have already seen too much of how the inconsidered actions 
of a few can offend against the general enjoyment of amenity, 
and are determined that this shall not happen again to the 
mass degree which was typical of the inter-war years. 
Relaxation of planning control therefore needs to be 
considered in these terms. Is it a really valuable relief 
from formalities ? If so, are we running any serious risk 
in adopting it ? First, we would say that the relief in rela- 
tion to farm buildings is considerable, and likely to cut out 
many irksome delays in all cases which do not remain 
under civil building control. This will be still more evident 
when the licence-free limit for such works reverts to £1,000 
in place of the reduced limit of £500 now in operation. 
We would take this opportunity of suggesting some co- 
operation between one Ministry and another to bring 
these things into line, for a £500 farm job is a very trifling 
job indeed, and if licensing delays are to remain, the 
virtue of the planning relaxation will be nullified in so far 





- aS we aim at saving time. 


For other matters, the relaxation is of very little signifi- 
cance. Any job of alteration exceeding 10 per cent. of 
the cube of a house or maximum tolerance will still need 
the determination of a development charge and the com- 
pletion of Central Land Board forms, so that the new 
planning tolerance of 4,000 cubic feet means only that a 
fairly easy Town Planning form can now be omitted. The 
smaller cases have generally been dealt with as expeditiously 
as a bye-law application, so that the new regime can hardly 
save a day. 


The high hopes of the general public thus remain largely 
frustrated, with a small boon granted to the technicians who 
handle the applications. What the public needs and longs 
for is the end of civil building control, and some curtail- 
ment of the Central Land Board’s activities upon trifling 
matters. Let it not be lost sight of that these rather insig- 
nificant changes towards simpler procedure do entail a 
certain risk. The untidy farmstead may constitute a 
remote risk because of the enlightened farmer’s con- 
sciousness of the virtues of order and sound construction, 
but the small householder’s capacity for the same virtues 
is a much more doubtful quantity and we may yet live to 
regret this dispensation from planning control for projects, 
trivial in themselves, but which can become in the mass a 
spreading disease of unsightliness. It is evident that the 
Minister himself has been conscious of the risk, and it will 
remain for publie opinion to guard jealously against a 
misuse of this small measure of freedom. 


For ourselves, we have many grave misgivings, and we 
are very conscious of the lukewarm atmosphere which 
pervades the offices of architects and builders who are in a 
position to appraise the degree of relief which this much- 
publicised action has provided. Nevertheless, we share 
the general desire for controls to be lifted just as far as is 
safe, and as soon as can be, and for this reason only can 
we feel any enthusiasm for the small and somewhat risky 
step that has been taken. 
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NOTES anp NEWS 


A Master at Lettering 


SOME of the finest examples of artistic 
writing and _ inscriptional lettering 
which the present century has produced 
may be seen in the current exhibition of 
the work of the late Percy Delf Smith, 
R.D.I., at the Royal Society of Arts. 

Not only did Percy Smith produce 
much fine work himself, but he also did 
his utmost to encourage others, especially 
young craftsmen. For many years he 
taught lettering and typography at the 
Camberwell School of Arts and Crafts, 
where he himself had previously trained 
under Edward Johnston and Grailey 
Hewitt, and by 1914 he had established 
his workshop for inscriptional lettering 
where he constructed alphabets for his 
assistants and closely supervised their 
work. 

During the 1914-18 war Percy Smith 
served as a gunner, and the sombre im- 
pression which these years made upon 
him is finely recorded in his series of 
etchings and drypoints on the war, which 
were published subsequently. In 1919 
he founded his well-known Dorian studio, 
and later the Dorno workshop and 
studio where much inscriptional Jetter- 
ing of a very high standard continued to 
be produced under his direction until bis 
death in 1948. Among many examples 
of this fine craftsmanship there will 
remain as permanent memorials to his 
ability the inscriptional lettering at 
Broadcasting House, the’ R.I.B.A. head- 
quarters, the National Museum of Wales, 
the London County Hall, the Courts of 
Justice at Allahabad, the recently con- 
structed Naval Memorial at St. Nazaire, 
and many other buildings. But perhaps 
his greatest work was his lettering for 
the Canadian War Memorial on Vimy 
Ridge. This was a project on a truly 
formidable scale, and it says something 
for his organising abilities that he was 
able, in conjunction with other craftsmen, 
to execute what is probably one of the 
biggest pieces of inscriptional lettering 
ever produced under the direction of one 
man. - 

Percy Smith was elected a Fellow of 
the R.S.A. in 1930 and remained an 
active member of the Society until his 
death. He was the first president of the 
Guild of Lettering Craftsmen, Master of 
the Art Workers’ Guild in 1941, and a 
— member of the Double Crown 

ub. 


Architects’ Panel. 


THE PLANNING CoMMITTEE of the Kent 
County Council has extended indefinitely 
the arrangement whereby a panel of in- 
dependent architects is available for advis- 
ing the council on architectural aspects of 
planning problems. “It is believed,” 
states the chairman of the committee, 
Capt. W. Wigham Richardson, “ that the 
very existence of the panel is of great 
value, not only to the council but also to 
the public. It is reassuring to persons 
who propose to build and also to their 
professional advisers to know that a third 
party like the panel is available to give 
an independent opinion on the merits of 
the proposal, and to advise county mem- 
bers in difficult cases.” 


Georgian Group Summer Visits. 


ARRANGEMENTS have again been made 
for members of the Georgian Group to 
see Over a number of notable Georgian 
houses during the summer of 1950. 
These will include Ashburnham Place, 
near Battle, Sussex, on Saturday, May 20; 
Sudbrook Park and Montrose House, 
Petersham, Surrey, on Saturday, June 3; 


. competition. 


THE BUILDER 


Ickworth, near Bury St. Edmunds, on 
Saturday, June 17; Rousham, Oxon, on 
Saturaay, July 1; and Kedieston, Derby- 
shure, on Saturday, July 15. 


Galleries Reopened at V. and A. 

THE VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM’S 
newly decorated and arranged gaileries 
exhibiting the decorative arts in England 
from 1600 to 1750, together with portrait 
mimatures from 175VU to 1850, were 
opened to the public on May 2. These 
rooms, numbers 56 to 58, include some 
of the finest English furniture in the 
Museum’s collections as weil as three 
period rooms—an oak panelled room 
trom Clifford’s Inn (c. 1618), a room from 
Hatton Gardens (c. 1730) and a room 
from Great George-street (c. 1760). 


Building Surveyor Examination. 

AT THE R.I.B.A. Examination for the 
office of building surveyor under local 
authorities, held on April 26, 27 and 28, 
ten candidates presented themselves and 
the following were successful: Mr. Alan 
Cc. Corike, wir, Frea xnanule and Mr. 
Reginald A. Todd. 


The Lansbury Neighbourhood Scheme. 


To THE LIsT of architects appointed to 
design various parts of the Lansbury 
Neighbourhood Scheme (the “ Live Archi- 
tecture” exhibition for the Festival of 
Britain) should be added the names of 
Messrs. Bridgwater and  Shepheard, 
F. & A.R.I.B.A., who have been commis- 
sioned by the London County Council to 
design Housing Site No. 3. 


Recent Council Elections, 

Mr. F. J. Press, architect and sur- 
veyor, of the firm of Franklin, Newman 
and Press, Rugby, has been re-elected a 
member of the Rugby Town Council. 

Mr. W. S. Hayes, architect and sur- 
veyor of Park-drive, Littleover, Derby, 
and Mr. D. Adams, quantity surveyor of 
348, Baker-street, Derby, have both been 
elected to the Derby Town Council. 


R.L.B.A. Town Planning Distinction. 

THe Councit of the R.I.B.A. have 
conferred the R.I.B.A. Distinction in 
Town Planning upon Mr. Thomas E. 
North, F.R.1.B.A., Borough Architect and 
Planning Officer of the County Borough 
of West Ham, for his outstanding services 
to town planning in the reconstruction 
of this heavily war-damaged borough. 


Chief Architect, Glenrothes. 


THE GLENROTHES DEVELOPMENT COR- 
PORATION has appointed Mr. Peter Tinto, 
A.R.LB.A., A.M.T.P.L, A.R.LA.S., as 
Chief Architect and Planning Officer for 
the new town of Glenrothes, Fife, in suc- 
cession to Mr. E. A. Ferribly, now Chief 
Architect to Bracknell Development Cor- 
poration, 

Mr. Tinto, who was employed by the 
Glasgow Corporation Housing Depart- 
ment from 1922 to 1945, became senior 
architect of that department in 1940. In 
1945 he entered the employment of 
Paisley Corporation, where he holds the 
appointments of Deputy Master of Works 
and Chief Architect. 


The “ Tite” and “ Victory.” 

IN THE UNITED KINGDOM 483 competi- 
tors took part in the Tite Prize en loge 
The following have been 
selected to proceed with the final draw- 
ings: Messrs. B. Austin (Leic. Coll. of 
Art); A. G. Batt (L.C.C. Sch. of Building, 
Brixton); P. Del Nevo (Oxford Sch. of 
Arch.); S. D. Dray (Canterbury Coll. of 
Art); G. A. Macnab (Aberdeen Sch. of 
Arch., Robt. Gordon’s Tech. Coll.); R. 
L. Marshall (Dept. of Arch., Mun. Coll., 
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Southend-on-Sea); L. B. Morton (Dept. 
of Arch., Univ. of Sheffield); J. S. 
Walker (Hull Coll. of Art); and P. G. 
Wilson (Hull Coll. of Art). 

In the U.K. 100 competitors took part 
in the Victory Scholarship en loge 
competition. The following have been 
selected to proceed with the final draw- 
ings: Messrs. A. B. Fuller (Nottingham 
Coll. of Art); G. V. Howes (Edin. Coll. 
of Art); F. M. D. Mcintosh (Dundee 
Coll. of Art); T. F. A. Manning (Bartlett 
Sch. of Arch., London Univ.); A. E. 
Moody (Dept. of Arch., Northern Poly., 
London); H. S. Morel (A.A. Sch. of 
Arch.);.J. D, Shearer (Edin. Coll. of Art); 
B. D. Smith (Dept. of Arch., Northern 
Poly., London); W. R. Ussner (A.A. Sch. 
of Arch.); and P. L, A. Williams (Glasgow 
Sch. of Arch.). 

Architects’ Estates. 

Mr. GEORGE DrysDALE, F.R.I.B.A., of 
Edgbaston, Birmingham, for 23 years 
director of the Birmingham School of 
Architecture, left £9,195. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN P. POWELL, architect, 
of Hanley Swan, Worcestershire, left 
£9,927. 


Professional Announcements. 


Mr. Witrrip Hines, F.R.L.C.S., Somerset 
House, Temple-street, Birmingham 2, _ has 
altered the title of his practice to Wilfrid Hiles 
and Son, chartered quantity surveyors. The 
address and telephone number remain unaltered. 

Mr. G. Q. Pottary, F.A-1., M.RSan.I., char- 
tered auctioneer and estate agent, surveyor and 
valuer, 70, George-sueet, Croydon, has moved 
into new premises at 129, High-street, Croydon, 
and taken into partnership his brother, Mr. 
W. L. Pottarp. The style of the partnership will 
be Messrs. G. Q. Pollara & Co. Tele. : Croydom 
6841. 


COMING EVENTS 
Saturday, May 20. 
Jotnt Facuttres or ARCHITECTS AND SURVEYORS 


(CenTRAL Lonpon Brancu).—Visit to M.C.C. Mog- 
den Purification Works, Isieworth. $.30 a.m. 
Tuesday, May 23. 

(L.M.8.A, (Soutnern Arga).—Luncheon to be 
followed by a general meeting. Café Royal, 
North End, Croydon. 1 p.m. 

InstiTUTION oF SANITARY ENGINEERS.—“‘ The 
Moon and Drainage,” A Mr. John T. Calvert, 
M.A., B.Sc., Caxton Hall, Westminster. 6 p.m 

Hovusinc Centre Trust.—A tour of West Ham, 
conducted by Mr, T. E. North, F.R.1.B.A., Boro” 
Architect and Planning Officer. Housing Centre, 
13, Suffolk-street, (Haymarket, S.W.1. 2 p.m. 

InstiTUTION oF CIVIL ENGINEERS AND THE RalL- 
way Executive.—An exhibition of railway civil 
engineering. The Institution of Civil Engineers, 
Great George-street, Westminster, S.W.1. Open- 
ing ceremony. 2.45 p.m. Exhibition will close 
on June 3. 

HAMMERSMITH ScHOoL or Buitpinc.— Garchey 
System of Refuse Disposal,” by Mr. H, L. Eger- 
ton. School of Building, Lime-grove, Shepherd’s 
Bush, W.12. 3.15 p.m. 

Wednesday, May 24. 

R.1.B.A. anp InstTiITUTE oF CONTEMPORARY ARTS.— 
“The Work of Moholy-Nagy,” by Sybil Moholy- 
Nagy. R.I.B.A., 66, Portland-place, W.1. 6 p.m. 

L.M.B.A. SourH-Western Area.—General meet- 
ing. Zeeta’s Restaurant, Kingston-on-Thames. 
2 p.m. 

Hammersmita Scnoo. or Buipinc.—Mr. L. 
Scott-White. M.I.Struct-E., on ‘“ The Structural 
Engineer and his Job.” School of Building, 
Lime-grove, Shepherd’s Bush, W.12. 3.15 p.m. 

Tue Ecciesiovocica, Society.—‘‘ The Falsifica- 
tion of our Ancient Churches,’ by Mr. Gerald 
Cobb. Archbishop Davidson Institute, Lambeth- 
road, S.E.1. 7 p.m. 


Thursday, May 25. 


(FepeRATION oF CoaTeD MacaDamM INDUSTRIES.— 
Annuat luncheon at which the Minister of 


Transport will be present. ‘Dorchester Hotel, 
Park-la., W.1. 12.30 p.m. 
(HAMMERSMITH ScHooL oF Buitpinc.—Colonel 


H. A. Acland, O.B.E., F.R.LLCS., on the work 
of the various sections of the building industry. 
School of Building, Lime-grove, Shepherd’s 
Bush, W.12. 3.15 p.m. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1850 
Saturday, May 18, 1850. 
BLENHEIM PaLace.—It is currently 
rumoured that this building will shortly 
be opened. to the public as heretofore, 
every day except Saturday and Sunday. 
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ROYAL ACADEMY 


SCULPTURE, 1950 
A Review by MARJORIE MORRISON 
N the title page of the Royal 
Academy catalogue stands the 
quotation from Schopenhauer: “ Treat 
a work of art like a prince; let it speak 
to you first.” This sounds the right 
attitude of mind in which to approach 
the sculpture exhibits in the 182nd 
Royal Academy Exhibition. But, alas, 
our polite receptivity is not rewarded 
with any exciting assault on our senses 
or minds. Not more than half a dozen 
of these works of art speak to us first. 

However, this does not mean there is 
no evidence of good, honest, hard work, 
excellent craftsmanship and good taste. 
The work is well displayed in the cen- 
tral hall and gallery VI, while addi- 
tional pieces are placed in the picture 
galleries. This year there is plenty of 
variety in scale, colour and material. 
The first thing that strikes us in a general 
survey is the sheer beauty of the materials 
used. We have these lovely pieces of 
Hopton Wood stone, beech and yew with 
their beautiful markings, and the texture 
and colour of marble, bronze, terra- 
cotta and even concrete. If we were 
looking at all this only as an exhibition 
re materials how enthusiastic we could 
e. 

Another general comment might be 
on the excellence of the portraiture. 
There are numerous portrait busts and 
heads shown. The usual young girls 
and young men, a sprinkling of children 
and some characterful celebrities, such 
as Ernest Bevin and the late James Max- 
ton. With few exceptions these attain a 
very high standard without being at all 
exciting; on the whole we feel that the 
sculptor has subordinated himself and 





THE, SIXTH DAY—PROJECT FOR A 


COLOSSAL GROUP. 
Maurice Lambert, A.R.A., Sculptor. 
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concentrated on making a sympathetic 
and faithful likeness of his subject. It 
is true that the term “representational ” 
has nowadays become a sneer, but por- 
traiture remains the one branch of art 
in which the family, the friends or the 
subscribers are still apt to prefer a good 
likeness to an interesting experiment. 
So there, it is out; the portraits, whether 
in bronze, wood, terra-cotta or ivory, 
are definitely realistic. 

Now, taking particular examples, let 
us discuss the few exhibits which have 
that extra something—call it imagina- 
tion, vitality, excitement or surprise— 
added to their qualities of competence 
and craftsmanship. 

One of the things which we must like 
or dislike, but certainly not overlook, 
is by Maurice Lambert. He calls it ‘‘ The 
Sixth Day” (project for a colossal 
group). It is in very 
white plaster and at 
first glance it looks 
like a bridal cake for 
a wild and wonder- 


ful wedding. A 
closer look shows a 
group of aspiring 
bodies joined  to- 
gether by wreaths of 
litle tumbling 
figures. Everything 


joins up and spaces 
are linked with fly- 
ing drapery, wings, 
haloes, stars and 
trumpets. The 
whole has a rich 
baroque effect and 
feeling of move- 
ment. Truly a most 
unconventional com- 
position but very 
exciting. On the pro- 
jected colossal scale 
it might be 
magnificent. 

In gallery V there 
is another work 
which cannot be 
passed by. Called 
“Opus No. 3,” it is 
by Estcourt J. Clack. 
a former student of 
the City and Guilds 
Art School, one of 
the few schools in 
the country to teach 
wood - carving seri- 
ously. The wooden 
figure is of a country 
madonna, garlanded 
with flowers, holding 
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LUNETTE FOR NAVAL WAR MEMORIAL, CHATHAM (IMPERIAL WAR GRAVES. 
Charles Wheeler, R.A., Sculptor. J 
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up a child in a pretty and natura} 
pose, The material is a trunk of yew, 
and the chief interest of the work 
lies in the opportunism of the artist 
who has taken such clever, advan- 
tage of the conformation, marking and 
colour of the tree. It is surprising how 
little actual carving has been necessary 
to liberate the forms from the yew trunk. 
The two distinct dark and light colours 
of the wood have also been cleverly 
taken advantage of. Incidentally, this 
large work has been sold. 

Next we come to something very 
different, a small but extremely solid 
and heavy-looking piece by Richard 
Bedford, called “Flowers.” e 
material is a very beautiful marble, 
heavily veined with reddish mauve, and 
of a smoothness that invites stroking. 
The rather artichoke-like flower forms 
build up into a very satisfying composi- 
tion. It is hard to say why this piece 
attracts us so much. Probably its non- 
realistic treatment, simplification of 
form, weight and solidity are restful, 
and the eye is pleased by the composi- 
tion and nice colour. 

There is very little architectural sculp- 
ture shown, which is not surprising in 
these days of austerity building. On 
that account Charles Wheeler’s work is 
all the more noticeable. He shows two 
lunettes for the Naval war memorial, 
Chatham, and a part of a memorial for 
a business house in the north of Eng- 
land. This last, called “The Risen 
Christ,” is austere and formalised. The 
Christ is surmounted by two cherubs in 
relief, and the figures are pet 
gilded against the white ground. 
Although a little conventional, there are 
sincerity and dignity here. The lunettes, 
however, are more successful. Here the 
motif of a little boy standing in a shell, 
fianked by two dolphins, is very simply 
treated and fills the shape perfectly. We 
feel satisfied and pass on. 

A little weary as we are by now, we 
must stop at the work of Dora Gordine. 
There is little enough of it shown—a 
portrait head and one small recumbent 
figure. This fine artist has qualities 
which suggest that in her work archi- 
tects might find what they are often 
looking for. Her portrait head of John 
Pope-Hennessy, in bronze, has a monu- 
mental and classical quality that no 
other head in the exhibition achieves. 
Compared with it, such good portraits as 
Frank Dobson’s “J. Craig Harvey” or 
Marjorie Meggitt’s most charming head 
of “Jessie” seem to lack something. 
Dora Gordine’s other exhibit, “ Sibyl,” 
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although actually 
small in scale, has 
this same _ nobility 
and classic feeling. 
We cannot slip out 
past Sir W. Reid 
Dick's “Lagy 
Godiva ” without 
seeing her. She has 


been heavily criti- 
cised, of course, but 
Sir William has the 
merit of being fright- 
ened of nothing. But 


we must admit, 
nevertheless, that 
this nice woman, 


with the good head 
of hair, and unsafe 
seat on her rather 
splendid horse, is 
not a great equest- 
rian statue. 
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SIBYL—STATUETTE IN BRONZE. Dora Gordine, Sculptress. 





ARCHITECTURAL 
WATERCOLOURS AT THE R.A. 


IN ADDITION to the. purely archi- 

tectural drawings (reviewed in The 
Builder on May 5), the Academy contains 
many exhibits of architectural interest, 
particularly in the galleries devoted to 
watercolours. _ Taking architect-Royal 
Academicians first, we noted three sensi- 
tive water-colours—near monochromes— 
by Professor A. E. Richardson: “ The 
Small Room at Ampthill ” (815), a simple 
Georgian interior in which a_ subdued 
light falls softly upon antique furniture; 
“Newark Backs” (855), a broad treat- 
ment of picturesque buildings, to which 
depth is given by a shadowed courtyard; 
and “ The Royal Mile, Edinburgh ” (869), 
an impression of the “Old Town” on 
a grey day, with spectral. buildings melt- 
ing into the mist. Mr, W. Curtis Green 
shows two of his broadly-handled water- 
colours, the first a landscape, “‘ St. Mar- 
garet’s Bay” (718), in which chalk cliffs 
stand foreshortened against pale down- 
land, shimmering sea and overcast sky; 
and the second “The Bridge, Ronda ” 
(906), an impressive study in cool colours 
of a roeky chasm spanned by a three- 
arched bridge. 


Picturesque Qualities. 


“ Coxes Lock Mill, Weybridge” (636) 
is a competent pencil-and-wash drawing 
by Lilian Roome, showing the pictur- 
esque qualities of a group of simple 
buildings over water. In “Great West 
Door, St. Paul’s” (641), Mr. J. W. Top- 
ham Vinall captures the splendour of 
Wren’s architecture in an accomplished 
pencil-and-wash drawing of the interior 
that gains by a brilliant splash of colour 
in the west window. “ Norwich Cathedral 


from the Tower of St. George’s, Tomb- G 


jand” (657), by Mr. Frederick W. 
Baldwin, is a careful statement of fact 
done with considerable artistry; while 
*““Conway Castle” (665), by Mr. Arthur 
E. Davies, is a sympathetic study of 
medizvalism of a sterner kind. In “ The 
Barn, Great Coxwell” (696), Mr. Percy 
des C. Ballance shows, in varying tones 
of wash, some well -articulated timber 
construction against deeply - shadowed 
distance. 


Seaside Charm. 


In “ Rodney Street, Liverpool” (681), 
Mr. Allan P. Tankard captures the spirit 
of a mainly mid-Victorian prospect, with 
the tower of the Anglican Cathedral 
rising over the roofs in the middle 


distance; while Mr. Leonard Squirrell, in 
“Old Folkestone” (914), depicts, with 
all his accustomed artistry, the lingering 
charm of an older seaside town. Mr. 
John C. Moody, in his “ Durham ” (832), 
shows again the ever-dramatic piling-up 
of roofs, bridge, mound, castle and 
cathedral. Georgian urbanity is well 
represented by Mr. Allanson Hick in 
“Boodle’s Club, St, James’s Street” 
(851). Many other drawings of archi- 
tectural interest are to be found, inclu- 
ding a powerful study by Mr. Harold 
F. Hoar of the interior of St. Peter's, 
Rome (898), the distorted perspective 
of which suggests a tilted camera rather 
than the human eye. iG. 3. 2a. 


EXHIBITION OF 
WATERCOLOURS 
Mr. W. Curtis Green’s Work 


THosE of us who can remember Mr. 
Curtis Green’s charming drawings for 
The Builder are specially glad to see the 
success of his present exhibition at 
Walker’s Galleries. He has gathered to- 
gether nearly fifty water-colours, effort- 
less in effect, easy to look at. Here there 
are no problems or “ isms,” and the spec- 
tator can enjoy the pictures quite 
simply. 

It is easy, of course, to spot the 
architect’s hand; the composition is so 
good and the analytical drawing is always 
peeping through. The style, although 
realistic, is mot mere reporting; the 
artist cleverly takes what he wants, or 
rather takes exactly what attracts him 
in the subject, and leaves out what 
would confuse the issue. By so doing he 
achieves simplification without forma- 
lism. In subject matter the artist divides 
his allegiance between Italy, England and 
reece, and it is difficult, where all are so 
charming, to pick out the extra specials. 
But we would like to draw attention to 
“The Fountain, Ravello,” and “ Hadley 
Heath.” The first—a fountain, flanked 
by trees, in front of a large white, castel- 
lated building with the hillside disappear- 
ing behind—is a well balanced composi- 
tion in pale colours, but so well and 
strongly drawn that the delicate colour 
scheme is saved from weakness. “ Had- 
ley Heath,” really the most water-colour-y 
of the lot, is just landscape and sky with 
a lovely sense of weather and the charac- 
ter of the countryside. 


I came out with a faint envy of the 
happy artist who has travelled to so many 
pleasant places. 


MARIJORIE MORRISON. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


The R.I.B.A. and Its Committees 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 


: QIR,—I am always reluctant to enter 
= 


into public correspondence over the 
purely domestic matters of any of the 
bodies with which I happen to be con- 
nected. If there are matters to be put 
right there are acknowledged methods by 
which this can be done. 1 should, there- 
fore, hesitate to reply to the letter of Mr. 
John. Swarbrick, which appeared in your 
issue of May 5, but for the fact that the 
purpose of his letter may not be immedi- 
ately apparent to those members of the 
Institute who do not follow its proceed- 
ings closely and who, aware of Mr. Swar- 
brick’s long service on the Council, might 
feel justified in accepting his statements 
without question and thereby assuming 
his proposals justified. 

Mr. Swarbrick and I were members of 
the Council continuously over the same 
period of ten years, but I have no recol- 
lection that during that period he ever 
submitted proposals for altering the pro- 
cedure for the election of committees 
and their chairmen in the way he now 
suggests, May I explain this procedure 
quite simply for the benefit of those inter- 
ested, and hope that it may be more 
easily understood than the garbled 
account given by Mr. Swarbrick. 

At the end of June in each year the 
committees of the Institute go out of 
office. Until the first Council meeting, 
usually held in the first week of July, 
there are mo committees or honorary 
officers of those committees. Before the 
dissolution each committee, with the 
knowledge of the work involved, suggests 
the names of possible successors. The 
Executive Committee considers these and 
at the same time has before it names sub- 
mitted from other sources and those of 
newly elected members of the Council 
and the committees.on which they. volun- 
teer to serve. In drawing up the lists for 
sukmission to the Council, the Executive 
Committee must also take note of the 
resolution of the Council of March, 1947, 
which requires that each committee shall 
be infused with new blood by the intro- 
duction, anmually, of at least two persons 
who have not been members of the Insti- 
tute for more than ten years. 

The lists decided uvon by the Execu- 
tive Committee are submitted to the July 
meeting of the Council and at that meet- 
ing it is competent for any member of 
the Council to propose other names to be 
added to the lists. Mr. Swarbrick speaks 
for himself alone when he says the task 
of approving or amending these lists is 
“regarded by most of the busy members 
as an irksome imposition ” and that the 
names on them “convey absolutely 
nothing, or next to nothing” and that he 
and any who feel as he does—if there are 
anv—“ realise that they are hopelessly. 
unqualified to assess the relative qualifica- 
tions of men they have, in most cases, 
never seen.” : 

Whether the task before the Council is 
irksome, or otherwise. hardly arises. It 
has a duty to discharge—that of electing 
the most efficient committees possible— 
and it would not appear unreasonable to 
expect that members who have no know- 
ledge of those whose names appear on the 
lists should satisfy themselves as to their 
suitability for election. The procedure 
obtaining up to 1937 was varied for the 
very reason that members of the Institute. 
scattered throughout the country, had 
less opportunity of judging the merits of 
“* men they had never met ” than members 
of the Council probably had. The 
opinion of the Council upon the relative 
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merits of the two procedures could have 
been tested quite easily had Mr. Swar- 
brick so desired. 

Mr. Swarbrick’s second point touches 
the method of election and period of 
office of committee chairmen. The chair- 
men are, in fact, elected by the majority 
vote of the committees and, except in the 
case of the Board of Architectural Educa- 
tion, where the chairman changes every 
two years, the Council imposes no limit- 
ing period. Opinions are always divided 
as to the relative advantages of continuity 
and frequent changes in responsibility. 
Here again the feeling of the Council 
could be tested quite easily. I suggest 
the chairmen are elected democratically. 
Mr. Swarbrick contends they are selected 
by a “coterie of supporters.” I regard 
the suggestion that these elections are 
effected by a “set of persons with ex- 
clusive interests”—for that is what the 
word “coterie” implies—as an offensive 
one. 

So far as my memory serves, Mr. 
Swarbrick has failed to bring either of 
the matters he deems so vital before the 
Council of the Institute. If and when he 
is again elected a member he will have 
another opportunity of taking up these 
matters in the proper place. Perhaps the 
hope that this opportunity may present 
itself shortly prompted his letter to the 


Press. 
L. H. KEay. 
Walton-on-the-Hill, Surrey. 


A Drawing of Somerset House 


To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 
IR,—Being a keen student of solid 
geometry and building construction, 
I examined with admiration the sectional 
planemetric of Somerset House, drawn 
by F. S. Samuel and reproduced in your 
Royal Academy number of May 5. The 
detailing and geometry I considered first 
class, but two points did cause me to 
look again. These were:— 


(a) The small part of the roof which : 


appears top centre, cutting across the 
internal angle; on one chimney stack the 
roof appears to be pitched and on the 
other it seems to be vertical. Surely, if 
one of the hips at the angle goes off 
parallel to the parapet, the other one 
must do also? 

(b) There must be one or two flues 
where the section cuts the chimney 
breast. 

N. E. Crark, L.J.0.B., M.R.San.I. 

9, Wilson-road, Camberwell, S.E.5. 


Job Organisation and Architects 
Drawings 
To Tue Eprror oF The Builder. 
1IR,—Your correspondent, “ Surveyor,” 
in the May 5 issue of The Builder 
should pause to consider the consequences 
of pursuing his criticism of the short- 
comings of architects. 

I agree with the first part of his letter, 
but because of competition many quan- 
tity surveyors are pleased to remedy 
these defects in order to get the jobs. 

Similarly, architects and contractors 
in America are so well organised that a 
quantity surveyor, as such, is unneces- 


G. V. YATES. 


° 


sary. 
93, Chalklands, 
Bourne End, Bucks. 


Quantity Surveyors and Commercial 
Firms 
To THE Eprror oF The Builder. 
IR,—With reference to the precis of 
the Working Party Report on Building 
which appeared in your issue for May 5, 
I should like to comment on one partic- 
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ular recommendation by the Working 
Party. This occurs in paragraph 88. 
The Committee have pointed out that 
architects and civil engineers were free 
to be employed either in a professional 
office or in a commercial office, the archi- 
tect being limited to a salaried position. 

The Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors, however, require their mem- 
bers to withdraw from membership 
whilst in the employ of a commercial 
firm, which has the result of preventing 
those quantity surveyors employed solely 
by a commercial firm from ever attempt- 
ing their examinations. The Working 
Party thought that this was likely to 
result in some reduction in efficiency. 

May I draw attention to the fact that 
the Institute of Quantity Surveyors 
allows a professional quantity surveyor 
to be in the employ of either a pro- 
fessional firm or in an approved office 
of a commercial firm. This Institute, 
therefore, has anticipated the conclusions 
of the Working Party in no uncertain way 
and has thus given impetus to the effi- 
ciency of the building industry. 

W. J. MASTERMAN, Secretary, 

The Institute of Quantity Surveyors. 

London, W.1. 


Self-Built Houses 

To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 
G!R,—There may be many good argu- 

ments against amateur building, 
but I was horrified at The Builder falling 
back on that old platitude of the “ menace 
to health ” in the issue dated April 28. Do 
the editors, sitting comfortably in their 
country homes, think only in terms of a 
million fam‘les moving from good houses 
to perfect houses ? Are they blind to the 
existing physical (and moral) menace to 
health for hundreds of tkeousands who 
have to share houses or live in bed-sitting 
rooms with appalling overcrowding? 

I am not blaming the builders for the 
shortage, but if the profession continues 
to blather about cake or nothing for 
starving men we shall never get our well- 
housed leaders to understand what we 
are really. up against. The real menace 
to health and prosperify is here, right 
now. Talk to any employee with a hous- 
ing worry and see if I am not right. 

Point out the obvious objections to self- 
bu'lt houses and to a lot of other half- 
measures by all means, and use them to 
urge the highest possible standards of 
health and aesthetics, but if you were 
living as an unwanted guest in one room, 
with sparing use of the bathroom—and 
perhaps a baby expected—you would 
expect help in the building of “ castles ” 
however humble. A continuation of war- 
time standards in housing for a few more 
years would noi be the only instance of 
sheer necessity in these difficult times, 
and to imply that all self-built houses 
must be “shacks” with “morasses of 
mud” and “without proper water 
supply,” is just humbug. Even if some 
of them are only shacks, the time to clear 
them out is when the emergency is over 
and when we have something to offer in 
their place. 

REGINALD W. PALMER, M.I.E.E. 

238, Ballards-lane, Finchley, N.3. 


OBITUARY 


Sir George H. Oatley, F.R.ILB.A. 

We announce with regret the death 
on May 12 of. Sir George Herbert 
Oatley, F.R.I.B.A., architect of Bristol 
University. In conjunction with Mr. 

S Skinner, F.R.I.B.A., he won com- 
petitions for Winwick Asylum. Lan- 
cashire (1894), Croydon Menta! Hospital 
(1897) and Cardiff Mental Hospital (1901). 
He designed banks and residences in 
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various parts of the country and a number 
of extensive factories and warehouses. In 
1899 All Hallows Church was built to 
his design, and he was responsible for 
many later church preservation works. 

Among other buildings in Bristol of 
which he was the architect were the 
Scattish Provident Institution, Sun Life 
Insurance Buildings, St. Monica Home of 
Rest and the Homeopathic Hospital, At 


one time Sir George carried on the 
practice of Godwin and Crisp, at 
Bristol. 


H. P. Gill, L.R.1.B.A. 

We regret to record the death on May 
4 of Mr. Harry Percivale Gill, L.R.I.B.A., 
at the age of 63. He was senior partner 
in the firm of Harry Gill and Son, of 
Nottingham, and had been a member of 
the Notts, Derby and Lincolnshire Archi- 
tectural Society since 1907. He _ was 
elected a Licentiate of the R.I.B.A. in 1925. 


Harry Redfern, F.R.1.B.A. 


His valuable work as Chief Architect 
to the State Management Districts of the 
Home Office, particularly in connection 
with the reconstruction of many inns and 
public houses in the Carlisle district 
during and after the first world war, will 
be recalled by many who learned of the 
recent death, at the age of 89, of Mr. 
Harry Redfern, F.R.I.B.A. (retired). 

A very energetic worker in the cause 
of architecture, Mr. Redfern served for 
a considerable number of years on the 
various committees of the R.I.B.A. and 
with other bodies connected with archi- 
tecture and its allied arts. The first 19 
years of his career were spent in private 
practice, and for a long period he was in 
partnership with the late Mr. John J. 
Stevenson, F.S.A., F.R.I.B.A. 

He was the architect of the chemical, 
metallurgical, physical and _ biological 


laboratories of Cambridge University 
and bio-chemistry laboratories of 
Oxford University. At Cambridge 


he restored portions of Christ’s Col- 
lege and Magdalene College and also 
carried out additions and _ restoration 
work at Oriel College and St. John’s 
College, Oxford. He was particularly 
interested in restoring and repairing old 
churches and medizval buildings. 

Those who were closely associated with 
Mr. Redfern professionally not only 
admired his fine qualities as an architect 
but derived much pleasure from working 
by his side. He was essentially a friendly 
man, and younger architects benefited 
vastly from his rich store of knowledge. 


An Artist’s Work. 


AN ILLUSTRATED LECTURE on _ the 
work of Moholy-Nagy is to be given 
by Sybil Moholy-Nagy at the R.I.B.A. 
on May 24 next. 

Ladislas Moholy - Nagy gave his first 
exhibition of abstract painting and photo- 
grams in Berlin in 1920. and two years 
later joined Walter Gropius at the 
Bauhaus. In 1928 he left the Bauhaus 
and travelled extens'vely in Europe, where 
he concerned himself particularly with- 
art in publicity as well as in the pro- 
duction of documentary films. He also 
painted extensively during this period and 
in 1934 in Amsterdam and 1935 in 
London he began to design paintings in 
three. dimensions which he cal'ed “ space 
modulators.” He was appointed director 
of the new Bauhaus in Chicago in 1937, 
but this was compelled to close after a 
short time owing to lack of financial 
support. A few months later he opened 
his own school of design, which proved 
verv successful. He died in Chicago ia 
1946. 
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ORGANISATION OF ARCHITECTS’ OFFICES 


THE BUILDER 


8.—The Office of CLIFFORD E. CULPIN, F.R.I.B.A. 
(Culpin and Son) 


N beginning this article, we feel 
rather like the man who, about to 
make his first after-dinner speech and 
having already reached the stage 
where his throat becomes dry and his 
palms clammy, hears the speaker pre- 
ceding him make all the points he 
intended to make but much more 
effectively than he could ever do, for 
we accepted the Editor’s invitation to 
contribute to this series before the 
appearance of Mr. Kenyon’s sound 
and most helpful article. Our advice, 
therefore, to the man about to set up 
in practice is to re-read No. 5 of this 
series! We will confine our own 
remarks to a frank description of our 


own office. 
The Set-up 


Our practice consists mainly of 
municipal housing, comprising both 
cottages and flats, schools and the 
usual miscellany of war-damage 
repairs and rebuilds, factory exten- 


chief assistant (who quite obviously 
has been selected for his architectural 
sympathy with the principal) up to full 
sketch-plan stage. He produces a set 
of drawings, not over-elaborate but fit 
to be set before clients or formally 
submitted to authorities. Where the 
scheme is a large one, the principal 
and chief assistant work together on 
the set of drawings, one of them finish- 
ing off all the sheets so that lettering 
and presentation are similar. 
Working drawings of the scheme are 
produced by one or two assistants, 
and care is taken that the task is con- 
sistent with the ability of the man 
concerned. An expensive man is not 
used on drawing out a slightly modi- 
fied house-type, nor is his time wasted 
in stencilling titles on drawings. This 
job is quite adequately done by the 
most junior member of the drawing 
office. 
PC. 


Provisional quotations for 


OFFICE SPACE 
TO LT 





THE ACCOMMODATION PROBLEM. STAGE 1—Too much 


sions, individual houses and pubs. Our 
personnel consists of the principal, a 
chief assistant, three not-quite-qualified 
assistants, an articled pupil, an 
embryonic architect acting as o 
boy and a secretary. Also we employ 
a man of wide practical experience who 
divides his time in roughly equal pro- 
portions between his own small 
practice and our work. Our aim has 
been to organise this small staff to 
handle, relatively, a large amount of 


‘work. 
The “ Drill ” 


The procedure adopted is as follows: 
The principal sees the clients, visits 
the site and makes the original pre- 
liminary sketch design which settles 
the general planning and architectural 
treatment of the scheme. This ensures 
a consistency of architectural approach 
in the work done by the firm, gives 
the principal a first-hand knowledge 
of the job without which he may easily 
be “ stumped ” by an unexpected ques- 
tion from a client at a later date, and 
gives him a parental interest in the 
scheme throughout its career through 
the office. In the case of housing 
work it is at this stage that we have 
a semi-official chat with the appro- 
priate Regional Architect, who, bein 
a professional brother, is flatter 
rather than offended by being con- 
fronted with a really rough sketch. 

The Ministry’s unofficial blessing 
given, the scheme is developed by the 


sums are obtained mainly by the 
principal or chief assistant, though the 
draughtsman engaged on the job is 
encouraged increasingly to shoulder 


ffice- some of this work. The draughtsman 


has also to answer the quantity sur- 
veyors’ queries, referring to the princi- 
pal only when in doubt. 

When tenders are received they are 
considered, and reported on (after 
consultation with the quantity sur- 
veyors) personally by the principal, 
who is the man who has to face the 
client (individual or committee) with 
the figures, and whose knowledge of 
them must be first-hand. 

As the job progresses the general 
supervision of jobs near to the office 
is given either by the chief assistant 
or by the principal and the draughts- 
man who made the working drawings 
visiting the job alternately. The 
detailed supervision is done by a com- 
petent clerk of works, and we never 
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undertake to do his work for him. 
Where jobs are remote from the 
office—and our two most distant jobs 
are over 300 miles apart—supervision 
is done exclusively by the principal. 
Visits are made to coincide with the 
meetings of committees, and the long 
journeys, away from all the petty dis- 
tractions of a busy office, are employed 
in drafting specification notes, reports 
and variation orders, or even writing 
articles such as this! 

The business side of the job—check- 
ing the financial standing of the 
lowest tenderer, achieving satisfaction 
between general contractors and nomi- 
nated sub-contractors, urging the 
delivery of materials, changing the 
specification when the original item is 
unobtainable, and keeping contractors, 
sub-contractors and suppliers up to 
scratch is done by the principal and 
chief assistant. They share the jobs 
as far as taking the lead is concerned, 
but each has an almost complete 
knowledge of what is happening of the 
other’s work. This entails some over- 
lapping, but is found to be necessary 
to ensure prompt action on any job 
while one or other is out of the office. 
The principal selects all materials and 
decides all colour -schemes, on the 
theory that there are plenty of people 
such as district surveyors and building 


inspectors who will check up on the 


assistant’s construction, etc., but that 
the ultimate appearance of the job 
depends entirely on the architect’s own 


taste. 
The Drawing Office 


Except where a plan accompanies 
a document referring, for instance, to 
“land coloured pink,” or where 
attractive sketch elevations are 
required for a client, colouring has 
been eliminated. 

Drawings of houses are made to 
quarter-inch scale instead of eighth- 
inch, and so half-inch scale details are 
rarely necessary. The quarter - inch 
scale drawings are, however, as com- 
plete as we can make them. They 
are fully-dimensioned ard show all the 
construction, runs of pipes, etc. In 
the case of flats, where extreme pre- 
cision of planning is often imperative, 
we make eighth-inch scale drawings 
which are frankly only diagrammatic, 
but bear references to half-inch scale 
plans and sections. These latter are 
very complete. Every type of flat is 
drawn to half-inch scale with all 
plumbing and other details shown. 
Schools are drawn complete to one- 
sixteenth scale, the building is divided 
into sections and each section is 
worked out in full detail to one- 


quarter inch scale. In all cases large- 
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THE ACCOMMODATION PROBLEM. STAGE 3—Too little ! 


scale and full-size details are dealt 
with in the usual way, but emphasis 
is always put upon the advantage of 
working out details to the larger scale 
first and so avoiding later revisions. 

By these means economy is made in 
the labour expended on the produc- 
tion of a set of working drawings, 
and this saving is usually put back 
into the job by a prodigality in variety. 
(In one of our housing schemes 29 
types were introduced!) But the 
greatest of all economies is effected 
by hitting the cost target. This entails 
having some experience of the par- 
ticular “ceiling” figure of the appro- 
priate Ministry applicable to the job, 
and keeping a rather rigid curb upon 
the natural wish of the draughtsman 
to detail every item in “the best 
possible manner.” 

In the rush to produce the draw- 
ings, specification notes and P.C. sums 
‘by the dates agreed with the quantity 
‘surveyor (who often, in these days, has 
hhad to agree a firm programme with 
the lithographer) there is a temptation 
to get one provisional quotation for 
each P.C. item and to postpone obtain- 
ing competitive prices until the con- 
tract is signed. In our experience 
fairly full details of the requirements 
dhave, in any case, to be furnished to 
tthe one specialist, and with very little 
extra effort competitive quotations 


-can be obtained at the earlier stage. 


Thus a whole batch of provisionally 
-accepted quotations, covering all the 
?.C. sums, can be handed over to the 


‘contractor immediately the contract is 
-signed 


Inspections of property, dilapidations 
and dry rot cases, and occasional 
valuations and surveys of existing 
property which would seriously hinder 


‘the flow of work on new projects are 
-dealt with by the very practical “ part- 
-time ” man referred to. When pressure 
.of new work in the drawing office 


reaches the safe limit other part-time 


-assistance is employed. Any man so 
-employed must, 


however, first be 
sympathetic to the principal’s own 
views and, second, of a very high 


-standard of efficiency, for he will be 


working without the opportunity of 


-continuous reference to the principal. 


Secretarial 

We consider that an efficient secre- 
tary is the pillar and prop of the 
whole edifice. It is little use working 
to exhaustion to get a drawing into 
the post if one’s secretary, under 
similar pressure, posts it to the wrong 
address. It would be equally unhelp- 
ful if at this moment she admitted 
some persistent traveller to one’s 


-sanctum. The secretary, in addition to 


doing all the typewriting, does the 
filing, devising her own systems of 
cross-reference; keeps the simple books 
necessary to an architect’s practice, 
makes up the wages and calculates 
PAYE; prepares certificates (from the 
quantity surveyor’s valuation) ready 
for signature; sees that accounts for 
fees are rendered and bills are paid: 
makes reservations on trains and at 
hotels; and—all important—makes the 
tea! 

This burden is lightened somewhat 
by the use of standard forms of letter, 
e.g., for informing sub-contractors of 
the issue of a certificate and of the 
amounts included for them. One very 
useful job done by the secretary is 
to note the names of the individuals 
at various Ministries and Boards deal- 
ing with the firm’s jobs, so that con- 
tact with them is quickly re - made. 
She plays a useful part in the form- 
filling, though in this connection we 
must say that, possibly due to the 
nature of our work er perhaps to five- 
and-a-half years of Army ttaining, 
forms have never presented to us the 
problem that they appear to do to 
some other contributors to this series, 
and the suggestion of a full - time 
“ form-filler ” leaves us slightly bewil- 
dered. Similarly we cannot envisage 
the economical full-time employment 
of an accountant in any office of less 
than enormous proportions, for our 
accountant needs to call only once or 
twice a year in addition to his visit 
for the purpose of drawing up the 
annual balance sheet. 

Finance and Costing 

The mention of the accountant 
brings us to the question of finance, 
and our recommendation to the man 
about to start up in practice is to be 
prepared to find much more capital 
than would at first appear necessary. 
Even if he is fortunate enough to have 
local authorities, who are prompt 
payers, as his principal clients, there 
will still be a time-lag between paying 
wages and overheads and receiving 
fees. As the practice expands, more 
finance will be needed, and we recom- 
mend making a friend of one’s bank 
manager, keeping him well informed 
as to one’s successful expansion, and 
so preparing him for the day when 
the bank may have to provide that 
extra capital. 

Fees will have to be collected 
promptly, and pride rather than shame 
should be felt when demanding pay- 
ment for.work well done. If an agree- 
ment is to be drawn up, it is wise to 
insist that the stages for instalment 
payments of fees are clearly laid down. 
The pre-war procedure of waiting until 
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the signing of the contract and then 
drawing two-thirds fees cannot now be 
followed, and the arrangement which 
has been found to work satisfactorily 
is to divide the total fees into six parts, 
to draw one part on the approval of 
sketch plans, two parts on the com- 
pletion of working drawings, and one 
further part at each of the following 
stages: on the signing of the con- 
tract; when work to-half the contract 
value has been completed; and when 
the final account has been settled. An 
invoice for the appropriate amount 
can be despatched the day any stage 
is reached. We believe, too, that the 
rates of remuneration for services not 
covered by the R.I.B.A. Scale (which 
will probably be on a “daily” basis) 
are best fixed at the outset. 


After the first year’s working, if not 
before, the accountant will be able to 
give, aS a percentage, the relation 
which overheads (rent, rates, cleaning, 
secretarial wages, car expenses and so 
on) bear to total drawing office wages. 
In relatively early stages of the prac- 
tice these will probably be well over 
100 per cent. It will then be found 
that the R.IL.B.A. minimum Daily 
Rates, which may seem high at first 
glance, ate less than the assistant con- 
cerned is costing. A man working a 
five-day week and enjoying the normal 
holidays works about 240 days a year. 
Thus a fairly senior man earning, say, 
£600 a year, gets £2 10s. a day. Add- 
ing overheads at, say, 100 per cent., 
he is costing £5 a day, and the 
£3 13s. 6d. which can normally be 
charged for a day of his services begins 
to look a little thin! 


Time sheets are, of course, kept by 
all the technical staff, and from these 
and our percentage for overheads we 
can arrive at a fairly close approxima- 
tion of the cost of the job. We do 
not, however, take these costs into 
account in assessing the amount pay- 
able to members of the staff under 
the profit-sharing scheme we operate. 
We have no sympathy with the sugges- 
tion, made in another of these articles, 
that the bonus should be assessed on 
the relation between the actual cost 
and a target cost of “turning out” 
a job. Our system is to take the net 
profits, allow the principal a fair salary 
for his year’s work and to divide a 
substantial fraction of the remainder 
between the assistants concerned, in 
proportion to the wage earned by each 
in the current year. This system gives 
each assistant the chance to feel that 
he enjoys a fair share in the prosperity 
of the firm. 


_ Office rent will be an expensive 
item, particularly in London, where 
it is virtually impossible to find 
accommodation where expansion may 
be made room by room as the prac- 
tice grows. Changing the business 
address is not a good thing, and the 
first office must have more space than 
is immediately required. Probably 
someone will be found who will share 
the office in the early days and who 
will surrender his space when it is 
required. Even then the day may 
come when the volume of work under- 
taken is limited by the size of the 
office. This may be a blessing in di» 
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guise as it may prevent the business 
growing beyond the limit at which 
the principal can keep his personal 
touch on everything, arid prevent the 
office becoming a vast plan-factory. 


Personal Relationships 


At every stage of the architect’s 
work, and particularly where he is 
engaged by local authorities, he comes 
in contact with officials — officials of 
Ministries, County and Local Coun- 
cils, public undertakings and so on, 
and it is popular to complain about 
the “ official mind” and to make a 
music-hall joke of the civil servant 
and his cups of tea. Our experience 
does not accord with this view. When 
approached as professional colleagues 
and associates, these officials are 
almost without a single exception help- 
ful and co-operative. 

The architect must have confidence 
in, and enthusiasm for, his scheme. 
He must be firm with his client and 
insist on doing what he knows is best 
for that client, and the early terrors 
of losing a job by refusing to comply 
with the client’s wishes are found later 
to be almost entirely unfounded. In 
dealing with a committee it may be 
‘necessary to employ cajolery and a 
fair slice of humour as wéll as _firm- 
ness, but this problem will be simpli- 
fied by seeking out the strong man 
of the committee, explaining the prob- 
lems to him and asking his help in 
guiding the scheme through the 
sometimes stormy waters of committee 
proceedings. Few conamittees disregard 
the advice of their technical officers, 
and happy relationships with all con- 
cerned will ensure full co-operation 
from all sides. 

Given a friendly atmosphere in the 
office, a common architectural outlook 
throughout the staff, friendly relation- 
ships with those who can help the 
job along and an undiminished enthu- 
siasm for our exacting but fascinating 
profession, one has a chance of 
imparting to one’s architecture those 
qualities of warmth and friendliness 
without which it is mere building. 


R.1LB.A. 


Maintenance Scholarships in 
Architecture 


(THE Royal Institute of British Archi- 

tects offer for award in July, 1950, 
the following Maintenance Scholarships 
in Architecture, tenable from October 1 
next:— 

A. An R.JIB.A. 4th and Sth year 
maintenance scholarship of £60 to enable 
students who have passed the Intermedi- 
ate stage to complete an approved course 
at a school of architecture recognised 
for exemption from the R.I.B.A. Final 
examination. 

B. The Ralph Knott Memorial main- 
tenance scholarship of a maximum value 
of £45 per annum (tenable only at the 
School of Architecture, The Architec- 
tural Association, London). 

The Howe Green 4th and Sth year 
Maintenance Scholarship of £40 to enable 
students who have passed the I{ntermedi- 
ate stage to complete an approved course 
at a school of architecture recognised for 
exemption from the R.I.B.A. Final exam- 
ination. 

D. The Hartley Hogarth Scholarship, 
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to provide grants towards the fees for 
architectural study at any school of archi- 
tecture recognised for exemption from the 
R.I.B.A. Intermediate Examination or 
from the R.I.B.A. Intermediate and Final 
examinations, is available to any stu- 
dent or students who produce satisfac- 
tory evidence of having been resident in 
the Borough of Keighley for a period of 
10 years prior to the Ist October of the 
year in which the application is made. 
Its value will be that of the fees of the 
School of Architecture selected. 

The Scholarships are intended to enable 
promising students, whose parents or 
guardians have not the necessary 
means, to attend approved courses at the 
Schools or Architecture recognised for 
exemption from the R.I.B.A. examina- 
tions. Students already taking such a 
course are also eligible to apply for a 
Scholarship. The Scholarships are avail- 
able only for students who are British 
subjects by birth or naturalisation. The 
value of the Scholarships, up to the limits 
stated, will depend on the financial cir- 
cumstances of the parents or guardians 
of the candidate. The parents or guard- 
ians will be required to furnish parti- 
culars on the proper form of their finan- 
cial position. 

Applications for the scholarships (in 
accordance with the regulations for appli- 
cations) must be made to the Secretary 
to the Board of Architectural Education, 
R.I.B.A., 66, Portland-place, London, 

_ The closing date for the receipt of 
applications, duly completed, is July 1 
next. The award will be made towards 
the end of July. 


R.IL.B.A. ANNUAL 


CONFERENCE 


TP HIs year’s British Architects’ Confer- 

ence will take place at Bristol and 
Bath from June 7-10. The headquarters 
of the conference will be at the Red 
Lodge, Park Row, Bristol. 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7. 

8.30 p.m. to 11 p.m. INFORMAL 
RECEPTION at the Red Lodge. Members 
will be guests of the Bristol Society of 
Architects. Informal dress. 


THURSDAY, JUNE 8. 

10:15 .am «to 12:55 pm. THE 
INAUGURAL MEETING at Bristol University. 
RECEPTION AND ADDRESS OF WELCOME 
by the Lord Mayor of Bristol, supported 
by the Mayor of Bath. Address by Mr. 
Michael Waterhouse, P.R.I.B.A.,  fol- 
lowed by a paper on the “ Pratection and 
Preservation of Historic Buildings” by 
the Earl of Rosse, M.B.E., chairman of 
the Georgian Group. 

3.30 p.m. to 5.30 p.m. GARDEN PARTY 
and Conference photograph at Blaise 
Castle. Coaches leave Bath at 2.30 p.m. 
and headquarters at 2.45 p.m. 

9 p.m. to 1 a.m. Crtvic RECEPTION AND 
DANCE at the Pump Room, Bath. Even- 
ing dress. Decorations. 


FRIDAY, JUNE 9. 


10.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. PAPER on 
“The New City Centres of Europe,” by 
the Hon. Lionel Brett, M.A., A.R.I.B.A., 
at Bristol University. 

ALTERNATIVE HALF-Day Tours.—(1) 
Tour of Bristol (coaches leave head- 
quarters 2 p.m.); (2) Tour of Bath 
(coaches leave headquarters 2 p.m.); 
(3) Tour of Brabazon Hangar (coaches 
leave headquarters 2 p.m.); (4) Tour cf 
Prior Park (coaches leave headquarters 
2 p.m.). 

ALTERNATIVE WHOLE-Day TourRs.— 
(5) Tour of the Cotswolds (coaches leave 
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headquarters 9.30 a.m.); (6) Tour of 
Wells (coaches leave headquarters 
9.30 a.m.); (7) Tour of Lacock (coaches 
leave headquarters 9 a.m.). 

7.30 p.m. for 8 p.m. CONFERENCE 
DINNER at the Queen’s Hall, Berkeley- 
square, Clifton, Bristol. Coaches leave 
Bath for Bristol at 7.15 p.m. Evening 
dress. Decorations. 


SATURDAY, JUNE 10. 

10.15 a.m. 

Rovtaniet Building; 
(3) 

(9.30 


Visits (1) To Messrs. 
(2) Tc: Clifton: 
Burrington Combe and Cheddar 


a.m.). 


I.U.A. WARSAW 
CONGRESS 
Polish Architects’ Letter 


JYOLLOWING the unexplained cancel- 

lation several weeks ago of the 
congress which the International Union 
of Architects planned to hold in Warsaw 
next September, a copy of a letter from 
the Polish section of the International 
Union, which sets forth their attitude to 
the congress, has now been issued. The 
principal points in the letter are contained 
in three declarations which it asks should 
be put before the executive committee. 

The first is that ““The Polish section 
can only continue to take an active part 
in the work of the U.I.A. on condition 
that Yugoslavia does not participate in 
its activities.” The second is that “the 
Polish section of the U.I.A. considers it 
necessary for the U.I.A. to adhere to the 
world movement in the struggle for 
peace and that consequently the executive 
committee should sign the ‘ peace mani- 
festo’ proclaimed at the recent Stockholm 
meeting of ‘world congress of partisans 
of peace,’” and that failure to do so 
“would lead the Polish architects to con- 
clude that the U.I.A. had ceased to be an 
organisation of service to the progress 
and development of architecture.” 

The third declaration, which refers to 
the general secretary’s letter in which he 
asks for a guarantee, supported by the 
Polish government, that all members of 
the U.I.A. ‘assembly would be afforded 
the opporiunity to take part freely in the 
work of the conference and to leave 
Poland without any obstacle after the 
close of the assembly, states that such a 
request “offends not only Polish archi- 
tects, but also the Polish people, whose 
traditional hospitality is well known the 
world over.” It continues: “ The request 
formulated in the general secretary’s letter 
is clearly of a provocative character, 
proving that the writers of the said letter 
are actuated by propaganda hostile to the 
Socialist countries and the  people’s 
democracies. This demand must be 
officially withdrawn by the general secre- 
tary of the U.I.A. This is an indispensable 
condition for the continuance of conver- 
sations on the subject of the U.LA. 
congress, conference and exhibition in 
Warsaw.” 

The letter is signed by Helena Syrkus 
and Josef Ufnalewski, both Polish 
architects. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 

EARLY BRITISH RAILWAYS. By 
Christian Barman. (Middlesex: Penguin 
Books.) Price 3s. 

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF VEGETATION 
ON INDUSTRIAL WASTE LAND. By R. O. 
Whyte and J. W. B. Sisam. (Aberyst- 
wyth: Commonwealth Bureau of 
Pastures and Field Crops.) Price 10s. 

MATHEMATICS III. Edited by F. E. 
Drury, O.B.E. (London: Sir Isaac Pitman 
and Sons Ltd.) Price 6s. 6d. 
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HE National Institute for Medical Research, the 
Ridgeway, Mill Hill, N.W.7, for the Medical 
Research Council, was opened on May 5 by the 
King and Queen. It has as its object research and 
extension of medical knowledge bearing on health 
and disease. Plans were commenced in July, 1937, 
and building operations on the Nutrition Block, 
farm buildings and cottages and main building 
began in 1938. The carcass of the main building 
had been completed by 1942, when it was lent by 
the Medical Research Council to the Admiralty, 
works of conversion being undertaken for W.R.N.S. 
occupation. It was taken over from the Admiralty 
in 1946 and final completion commenced. 

The intricacy of the works may be gauged by the 
number of architect’s drawings entailed, namely 
over 800 to date, exclusive of specialists’ and sub- 
contractors’ drawings. The Radio Active Labora- 
tory and the Insectarium are still under construction, 
including further laboratories in the unallocated 
space on the third floor. 

The value of the site lies in its elevated position, 
373 ft. above sea level. Clearness of atmosphere 
and light, and freedom from building restrictions 
are thus ensured. The plan form was adopted to give 
the maximum uninterrupted light and air, planned 
throughout on units of 8 ft. centre to centre of 
windows, rooms 16 ft. deep and 11 ft. clear floor 
to ceiling, windows 8 ft. by 3 ft. 9 in. wide. 

CONSTRUCTION: Is_ solid brick load-bearing 
external walls with reinforced concrete columns in 
corridor walls. Internal division walls are of 44-in. 
“* Fosalsil” brick. Floors are 8-in. reinforced 
hollow tile load-bearing with Cranham block 


E 
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\{THE LIBRARY. View from main floor and (be/ow) as seen from the gallery. The!Perspex book-rest is to be noted, 


super floor, finished with 3-in. screed and 3-in. for the elevations. Carter’s glazed tile cills have 
compressed cork tiles, wax polished. The roof is been employed to the windows. Windows are 
steel—boarded and covered with copper. Broom- _ steel and roofing is copper. 

hill brick facings with dark quoins have been used FINISHINGS: All floors and staircases are +,-in. 
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A LABORATORY. To the left of the white-coated figure is the fascia from which the various services 
(steam, hot and cold water, etc.) are drawn. 


compressed cork except the Fletcher Memorial 
Hall floor which is in strip English oak on fillets. 
Kitchens and Media laboratories are in granolithic. 
Animal rooms and lavatories are in ‘‘ Colourphalt.” 
All wall surfaces are plastered, painted and finished 
a glossy broken white. The entrance hall is lined 
with Travertine marble. All bench tops and fascias 
are in Burma teak. All underbench furniture is in 
steel. 

SERVICES: These include two passenger lifts 
(selective control) and two service lifts. Heating 
is by panel system and boilers oil-fired. Seven 
services are available to laboratories—hot and cold 
water, pressure water, compressed air, steam, A.C. 
and D.C. electricity—for which copper pipe is used. 
Distilled water is carried in tin pipe. The services 
run along walls below benches and are carried up 
to fascias at the back of benches. 

All animal rooms are ventilated by introductions 
of warmed air at higher pressure from corridors 
and after extraction from vents in rooms the foul 
air is carried up to the plant room and cleaned and 
discharged from main vent shaft above roof. Used 
water from some of the animal rooms is treated 
and sterilised before being discharged to sewers. 

The architect is Mr. Maxwell Ayrton, F.R.I.B.A. 
Consultants are: Constructional engineer, 
Mr. E. W. Cook (deceased), followed by Mr. G. 
Palmer; drainage and plumbing, Messrs. Rogers, 
Field and Bean; and heating and ventilation, Mr. 
Vernon Hardy. 

The general contractors for the carcass were 





Messrs. Sir Walter Lawrence and Sons, Sun-Street, 
E.C.2. The contractors for alterations for the 
W.R.N.S. occupation and later for completion and 
internal work were Messrs. Trollope and Colls, 
Ltd., of Great Queen-street, W.C.2, who also 
executed the plumbing and decorative plaster. 
The clerk of works was Mr. Arthur Petty, and the 
general foreman for Messrs. Trollope and Colls, 
Ltd., was Mr. Mitchell. 

Sub-contractors for the structure are: ‘“‘Paropa’ 
and asphalt, Limmer and Trinidad Lake Asphalt 
Co.; Broomhill bricks, High Brooms Brick and 
Tile Co., Ltd., and Sileby, Ltd.; artificial stone, 
stone, fencing, concrete chainpiers, Mono Concrete 
Co.; chain, C. R. Hall (Metalworks), Ltd. ; structural 
steel, Smith Walker, Ltd. ; special copper roofings, 
F. Braby and Co., Ltd.; “* Fosalsil”’ partitions, 
Sankey and Co.; patent glazing, Luxfer, Ltd.; 
compressed cork tile flooring, Armstrong Cork 
Co.; central heating and ventilation, Troughton 
and Young (Heating), Ltd., and Richard Crittall 
and Co., Ltd.; kitchen and cafeteria fittings, 
Richard Crittall and Co., Ltd.; boilers, Troughton 
and Young (Heating), Ltd.; electric wiring, electric 
light fixtures and electric heating, Troughton 
and Young, Ltd.; sanitary fittings, J. Bolding 
and Sons, Ltd., Doulton, Ltd., Associated Clay 
Industries, and Shanks, Ltd.; stairtreads, Ferrodo 
Nosing and Cork; door furniture, Stedall and Co., 
Ltd.; casements, window furniture, Henry Hope 
and Sons; bells and telephones, Troughton and 
Young, Ltd.; rolling shutters, Kinnear and Co., 


. 
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Ltd.; iron staircases, C. Hall (Metalworks), Ltd.; 
sunblinds, J. Avery and Co.; metalwork, C. R. Hall 
(Metalworks), Ltd., and Adrian Stokes; stonework, 
Wandsworth Stonemasonry Works; marble, J. 
Whitehead and Sons, Ltd.; tiling (external window 
cills), Carters and W. B. Simpson, Ltd.; furniture, 
Art Metal Construction Co. (laboratories) and 
Luxfer, Ltd. (library shelving and stores); shrubs 
and trees, Milner White and Sons; lifts, Waygood- 
Otis, Ltd.; cranes, Herbert Morris and Co.; paint 
for inside of fume cupboards and hoods of the 
media kitchen, Tretol, Ltd.; and clocks, Gent and 
Co,, 2d. 
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Plan of fourth floor. Section A-A. 
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The main entrance hall, grourd floor. Below : The canteen. 
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A’ general view. 


NEW STAFF ACCOMMODATION, LUXBOROUGH LODGE 


FOR LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL THis building was erected by the London 


County Council to provide staff accom- 
ROBERT H. MATTHEW, A.R.I.B.A. é 
ARCHITECT TO THE ‘COUNCIL ” modation at Luxborough Lodge, Marylebone, 
W., on the site of some war damaged houses. 
W. J. DURNFORD, F.R.I.B.A., SENIOR ARCHITECT 
IN CHARGE OF WORK The building comprises living accommo- 
dation for the master, matron and assistant 
matron, and changing and messrooms for 
60 female and 36 male non-resident staff. 


Construction generally is in solid brick- 
work, with the exception of the upper floor 
which is a cavity wall with piers. Partitions 
are in brick and hollow clay blocks. Floors 
and roofs are in pre-cast slabs. Dunbrik 
facing bricks have been used and the hori- 
zontal pointing has been executed in cream- 
coloured mortar, but the vertical joints are 
filled with mortar to match the colour of the 
bricks, 


The dining- and sitting-rooms have gurjun 
strip flooring. Bedrooms and staff changing 
and messrooms are finished with lino of various 
colours. Standard type cupboards have been 
fitted in all kitchens, and hot water for the 
kitchens and for radiator heating throughout 
is supplied from the main plant in the institu- 
tion, the work being supervised by the 
Detail of Master's entrance. Council’s Chief Engineer’s Department. 
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The work was carried out by the archi- 
tectural staff of the London County Council 
under the direction of Mr. Robert H. Matthew, 
A.R.I.B.A., architect to the Council, Mr. 
W. J. Durnford, F.R.I.B.A., being the senior 
architect in charge. 


The main contractors were Messrs. Bernard 
Sunley and Sons, Ltd., of London and 
Northampton. Principal sub-contractors 
engaged on the work were : — 


Heating and hot water, Heating Installa- 
tions, Ltd.; electrical, William Steward and 
Co., Ltd.; precast slabs, Concrete, Ltd.; 
strip flooring, Horsley Smith and Co. (Hayes), 
Ltd.; oak flooring and woodwork generally, 
Rippers, Ltd.; steelwork, R. O. Wright and 


Co., Ltd., Banbury; and metal door-frames 
and windows, Crittall Manufacturing Co., 
Ltd. 
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The Matron’s sitting-room. 


NEW STAFF ACCOMMODATION, 
LUXBOROUGH LODGE, MARYLEBONE, 
FOR THE LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL 
ROBERT H. MATTHEW, A.R.1L.B.A., ARCHITECT 


TO THE COUNCIL. W. J. DURNFORD, F.R.LB.A., 
ARCHITECT IN CHARGE 
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WESTMINSTER SCHOOL : COLLEGE BUILDING 
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TRINITY HOUSE, TOWER HILL : RECONSTRUCTION AND NEW BUILDINGS 
A. E. RICHARDSON, R.A., ARCHITECT. 
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RELAXATION OF 


PLANNING CONTROL 
A Simplified Procedure 


ELAXATION of planning control 
over a wide field and a simplified 
procedure for obtaining planning permis- 
sion are the main features of a new 
General Development Order just made by 
the Minister of Town and Country Plan- 
ning which comes into force on May 22, 
next. A simplified procedure for obtain- 
ing planning permission is also to be 
introduced on that date. 

Practically all building work on farms 
and most ordinary additions to houses will 
be freed from the need to get planning 
permission. So will some small exten- 
sions to factories. 

The title of the new instrument is “ The 
. Town and Country Planning General 
Development Order and Development 
Charge Applications Regulations, 1950.” 
It is a revised version (in one document 
for convenience) of the former Town and 
Country Planning (General Development) 
Order, 1948 (and the subsequent amend- 
ing Orders) and Town and Country Plan- 
— (Making of Application) Regulations, 


Explaining the relaxations at a Press 
conference held in London on May 10, 
Mr. HuGH DALTON, Minister of Town and 
Country Planning, said his aim in lifting 
the control from farm buildings was to 
relieve farmers of a cumbersome obliga- 
tion and free them to concentrate on the 
all-important task of food growing. In 
place of a statutory control, he preferred 
to rely on building up friendly relations 
between farmers and planning authorities 
to ensure that advice was freely sought 
and given where it was needed. 

This was admittedly an experiment, 
but the Minister was confident that the 
good sense of the farming community 
would ensure that the beauty of the 
countryside was not marred. 

A few special areas, of which the first 
are the hearts of the three National Parks 
to be designated this year (the Lakes, 
Snowdonia and the Peak), would be safe- 
guarded by a special requirement that 
farmers should give the planning authority 
concerned 14 days’ advance notice of any 
proposed buildings. 

Mr. Dalton said the National Farmers’ 
Union had been most co-operative in the 
matter and it was to be hoped that the 
understanding which had been established 
would prevent the erection under the new 
Order of any undesirable buildings from 
the point of view of position, shape or 
colour in relation to their surroundings. 

So far as the ordinary householder was 
concerned he would now be able to extend 
his house by 10 per cent., up to a limit of 
4,000 cubic feet. This meant, for 
example, that a detached garage could be 
put up without planning permission, al- 
though for the sake of road safety, an 
application might still have to be made for 
a much enlarged access. All painting of 
buildings was also freed from control. On 
this last point the Minister explained that 
hitherto not everybody had realised that 
painting the outside of a building, even 
its window frames, was classed as “ de- 
velopment” under the 1947 Act, and 
therefore in strict law required permission. 
Pete would be no such obligation in the 
uture. 


Extensions of Industrial Premises. 
Industrialists, the Minister continued, 
would now be free to make any minor 
extensions to their premises which would 
not require a Board of Trade Certificate, 
so long as the look of the premises from 
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the outside was not greatly altered. The 
maximum extension permitted was 10 per 
cent. of the original premises, with a limit 
of 5,000 sq. ft. for any one factory. 

The new simplified procedure for 
obtaining planning permission had been 
devised to help people who wished to 
know whether their building proposals 
were likely to prove acceptable before they 
went to the expense of preparing detailed 
plans. This special procedure would be 
called the “outline” application. Detailed 
plans of buildings would not be needed 
in the outline application, but they would 
have to be submitted later if permission 
was given to proceed. If the planning 
authority refused to deal with the outline 
application on the grounds that there was 
insufficient information, the developer 
could appeal to the Minister. 

Mr. Dalton said that it was estimated 
that these changes meant that about 40 
per cent. of the total applications for plan- 
ning permission now made to planning 
authorities would no longer be needed; 
only six applications would be received 
instead of 10, saving a great deal of time, 
energy, and stationery. 

Some local authorities, the Minister also 
said, were rather hesitant about this ex- 
periment in freedom. Some of their asso- 
ciations had seen him because they were 
slightly apprehensive. He had told them 
that if they could show it was being widely 
and appreciably abused the question of 
retracing the step would be considered, 
but he hoped that would not be necessary. 

It was expected that one result of the 
Order would be to enable local authorities 
to concentrate their thoughts and efforts 
on the big job of rendering their area 
development plans in 1951. The essential 
objects of planning must be kept clearly 
in mind; at the same time there had been 
a lot of diversion of effort by planning 
authorities from large to small matters, 
and he was particularly anxious to put an 
end to that. 

During the conference the Minister 
pointed out that the relaxed controls were 
concerned only with planning permission 
and did not affect in any way the exist- 
ing regulations on licensing for building 
work. He had, however, discussed the 
general question of loosening controls 
with the Minister of Works, who was 
glad that the Ministry of Town and 
Country Planning was able to introduce 
these modifications. The Minister of 
Works was working on his part of the 
problem and would be fully capable of 
speaking for himself on the appropriate 
occasion. 


The Country Landowners’ Association 
announces that it welcomes the relaxation 
of planning control over farm buildings, 
and is confident that this will speed up 
the provision of the new buildings which 
are badly needed in the countryside for 
the expansion of home agriculture and 
forestry. It will also be helpful, the 
Association states, to farmers and land- 
owners to make small additions to cot- 
tages (e.g., bathrooms) without the need 
to apply for planning consent. 

The Association hopes that owners and 
farmers will justify this concession by 
exercising care themselves and even, in 
case of doubt, consulting the planning 
authorities, to avoid putting up unsightly 
or ramshackle buildings which might 
bring about the reintroduction of irksome 
controls. 


North Wales Architects. 

Mr. N. F. Shanks, A.R.I.B.A., of 
Colwyn Bay, has been elected president of 
the North Wales Architectural Society, 
and Mr. F. C. Roberts, A.R.1.B.A., of 
Mold, honorary secretary and treasurer. 
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ARCHITECTS’ BENEVOLENT 
SOCIETY 
Annual General Meeting 


QING to the unavoidable absence of 
the President (Mr. Michael Water- 
house, M.C.), Mr.. Charles Woodward, 
Honorary Secretary of the Architects’ 
Benevolent Society, presided at the annual 
general meeting of the Society on May 3 
last, at the Royal Institute of British 
Architects. 

In moving the adoption of the report, 
statement of accounts and balance sheet, 
Mr. Woodward said:— 


“The report on the Society’s work 
during 1949 shows that good progress has 
been made in enlisting the interest of 
members of the profession, and encourag- 
ing subscriptions to the funds. This has 
enabled the Council to be more generous 
in its help to those who apply to it. In 
several cases this has just made all the 
difference, and in one particular case— 
that of a young man suffering from tuber- 
culosis—the Society’s grant enabled him 
to have the early treatment which meant 
recovery, and he is now able to work 
again. It is pleasant to record that out 
of his first month’s salary he sent a con- 
tribution to the Society.” 

Mr. Woodward expressed the Society’s 
gratitude to Mr. Greville Montgomery 
and Mr. and Mrs, Hugh Montgomery, for 
their very great generositv in providing a 
stand at the exhibition to run a tombola, 
and also by their “ gate-money ” donation 
for the special admission tickets. He said 
that over a thousand pounds had been 
raised as a result of the tombola and the 
donations from the Montgomery family, 
and as an expression of their gratitude the 
Society proposed to elect Mr. Hugh 
Montgomery a vice-president of the 
Society, an honour already conferred on 
his father, Mr. Greville Montgomery. 

Mr. Woodward continued:— 

“ The Society’s financial position is, on 
the whole, satisfactory, the revenue from 
subscriptions, insurance commission and 
advertisements in the report being notice- 
ably increased, and a good response hav- 
ing been received to the Christmas “ Half- 
Crown” appeal. During the coming 
autumn, we hope to raise further sums by 
functions in celebration of the Society’s 
centenary, including a ball on November 
17, and I hope that the members of the 
architectural profession will support us 
generously in this endeavour.” 

Mr. A. Graham Henderson, A.R.S.A., 
president-elect of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects, was elected president 
of the Society for the coming year. The 
other officers for the coming year were 
elected as follows:— 


Vice-presidents: Sir Harry S. E. Vander- 
pant, Hon. A.R.1.B.A.; Sir Banister 
(Flight) Fletcher, D.Litt, 'P-P.R.1.B.A.; 
Mr. Greyille Montgomery, Hon. 
A.R.LB.A.; Mr. H. S. Goodhart-Rendel, 
P-P.R.1.B.A.; Mr. W. H. Ansell, M.C., 
P-P.R.1.B.A.; Sir Lancelot H. Keay, 
K.B.E., P-P.R.I.B.A.; and Mr. Hugh 
Montgomery, M.C., Hon. A.R.1.B.A. 

. Charles Wood- 


Hon. treasurer: Mr. H. S. Goodhart- 
Rendel, P-P.R.I.B.A. 


Architects and Engineers at Golf. 
A match was played between the In- 


stitution of Civil Engineers Golfing 
Society and the R.I.B.A.G.S. on May 14, 
at New Zealand Golf Club, Byfleet, 
Surrey, resulting in a win for the archi- 
tects by 104 matches to 74. 
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PEAK DISTRICT AS A 
NATIONAL PARK 


Possible Boundary Under 
Consideration 


OLLOWING the announcement that 
Sir Patrick Duff, chairman, and 
members of the National Parks Commis- 
sion would be visiting the Peak District 
from May 7-9 in order to study the 
possible boundary for the proposed Peak 
District National Park, here are extracts 
from the statement made by Sir Patrick 
Duff, on May 5. 

The first step in the designation of any 
area as a National Park is to define the 
boundary of the Park. In drawing the 
boundary, the guiding principles would be 
landscape quality and recreational value. 
But a number of considerations, adminis- 
trative and other, have to be taken into 
account as well: and, for very good 
practical reasons, the boundary itself has 
to be drawn with precision. The Act 
lays down that the Commission, before 
making an order designating a National 
Park, shall “consult with every joint 
planning board, county council, county 
borough council and county district 
council whose area includes land in the 
area to be designated a park.” So there 
"are quite a few practical steps to be taken. 
as well as a few formalities to be gone 
through, before a park can be designated. 
In the Peak District, for instance, it is 
likely that more than 25 authorities will 
have to be so consulted. 

The Hobhouse Committee paved the 
way for the National Parks legislation, 
indicated 12 areas in England and Wales 
as suitable for being declared National 
Parks by annual instalments over a period 
of three years after the passing of legis- 
lation. They put the Peak District high 
on the list of such areas. As regards its 
boundary, they gave a general outline 
which they recommended and no excep- 
tion seems to have been taken to this 
boundary although it has been before the 
public since the Hobhouse Committee 
reported nearly three years ago. The 
National Parks Commission have felt 
justified accordingly in taking this 
boundary as the starting point for their 
own review. Their own proposals will be 
set out eventually on I-in. maps to make 
it easier for the various authorities 
enumerated above to be consulted in 
regard to them. 

There seems to be some misconception 
about the result of designating any par- 
ticular area a National Park. Designa- 
tion does not mean that all the territory 
so designated becomes public property 
or that the public are given unrestricted 
right to use the whole area as if it be- 
longed to them. Undoubtedly in time the 
public will be given a legal right of access 
to some areas which are at present denied 
to them—this will be obtained either by 
the Local Planning Authority making an 
access agreement with the owner or, in 
some cases, by the Minister of Town and 
Country Planning making an Access 
Order under which compensation is pay- 
able to the owner. But conditions of life 
and property inside the National Park 
will not differ from conditions of life and 
property outside. except that inside the 
Park the controlling authority will have 
as its primary concern the preservation of 
natural beauty and its enjoyment by the 
public. 

The conception of National Parks is a 
fascinating new development. Other 
countries have had the idea of sequestrat- 
ing wide territories as National Parks— 
Canada. U.S.A.. New Zealand and others. 
But, unlike them, most of our acres have 
to pay their way, in one form or another, 
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and must yield food or timber or water 
and so forth. But beauty, though you 
cannot buy it like food or water, is a 
national asset, and a national need, too, 
just the same as the others: and it is 
for the purpose of preserving that asset 
and of voicing that need that this Com- 
mission has been set up by Parliament. 
The Commisson must try to weigh fairly 
the various competing claims for the user 
of these territories in the best national 
interests. Remember that, if all the areas 
recommended by the Hobhouse Commit- 
tee are ultimately designated National 
Parks, they will amount in total area to 
one-tenth of England and Wales. 


PLAN FOR CAMBRIDGE 
How It Evolved 


METHODS adopted in developing the 

“town” plan which Cambridge- 
shire County Council is shortly to 
present formally to the Minister of Town 
and Country Planning, were outlined by 
Mr. W. ORBELL, M.B.E., in a talk at the 
Planning Centre, Covent Garden, on 
May 3 last. Following is a summary of 
some of his remarks :— 

Cambridgeshire is a small county in 
which Cambridge Town is the centre of 
every sort of activity and it is a reason- 
ably self-contained social and economic 
unit. There is independence of town and 
county and comparative freedom from 
the influences of other sizeable towns 
such as Bedford, Peterborough, Norwich, 
Ipswich, and thanks to the particular 
methods employed by the Eastern Region 
of British Railways, of London itself. 
We have, therefore, a problem which is 
simple when compared to the complex 
areas of concentrated population and 
industry. 

The County Council resolved, before 
the coming into operation of the 1947 
Planning Act, that a county planning 
department should be set up, but the 
extensive building programme, centred on 
Cambridge itself, indicated the need for 
some priority in the town and the special 
nature of the buildings justified specialist 
advice. -The arrangement which was 
envisaged is, I believe, unique. We have 
the help and guidance of a consultant 
working with members of the County 
Planning Department. In this way con- 
tinuity wili be preserved and _ the 
consultant’s proposals will not become 
just another seven days’ local planning 
wonder. 

The planning department, therefore, 
has the advantage of a section concen- 
trated on survey and plan without the 
disadvantage of daily interruptions which 
my colleagues in other counties tell me 
are proving so injurious to the progress 
of their development plans, and yet the 
control of current affairs is going on in 
the same office by persons with whom 
there is continuous contact. Thus we 
consider that the plan-makers keep their 
feet on the ground and the current affairs 
men are not written off in the paper war. 

The County Planning Officer has the 
advantage of having had his staff on this 
work and yet he is not the author. He is, 
therefore, free to advise on amendments 
if any emerge after consultation with 
interested parties. This is a vital part of 
our mental process. 

Detailed work in connection with the 
preparation of the survey report and 
development plans is referred to area 
sub-committees on which the majority 
of members are co-opted from county 
district councils, the university and 
colleges and _ preservation societies. 
During the plan-making phase advisory 
committees were set up to cover com- 
merce and traffic, and discussions were 
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Regional Board for Industry. 

There were many informal discussions 
with officers and members of district 
councils; officers of central Government 
Departments; officers of the University 
and colleges and many others, because, 
from the beginning it was realised that 
the goodwill of everyone was vital. 

Professor Holford’s proposals are now 
being examined by a consultative com- 
mittee formed equally of county and 
borough council members, and the pro- 
posals have at the same time been in- 
formally referred to societies and other 
bodies in the town, as well as to the 
regional offices of Government Depart- 
ments and the chief officers of both the 
County Council and the Borough Council. 

Thus, we hope that our submission to 
the Minister will be a_ substantially 
accepted document to which all will work 
with enthusiasm and not a detached sort 
of plan which may receive the Minister's 
approval, and may even be technically 
perfect, but will merely lie on the shelf. 


BIRMINGHAM SCHOOL OF 
~ ARCHITECTURE ~— 


DURING the third year, students of 

the Birmingham School of Archi- 
tecture are asked to design and prepare 
working drawings for a small house. In 
the recent session it was decided, with 
the co-operation of the Birmingham City 
Engineer, Mr. H. J. Manzoni, and the 
Chief Architect, Mr. Davies, to build one 
of the designs, which were to be for a 
block of four terrace houses. 

During the first stage in the programme 
students were divided into groups to study 
various aspects of the problem, and 
weekly meetings were held to discuss pro- 
gress and to ensure continuity of work- 
ing. Finally the findings and recom- 
mendations were collected and reference 
volumes were produced to serve as a 
means of exchanging information. 

After the completion of the designs a 
jury was formed which included the City 
Engineer and City Architect, and one of 
the frame designs was selected. A more 
conventional design was chosen as a 
reserve, however, in case the solution of 
the partially unresolved problems of the 
frame building proved to be beyond the 
capabilities of the students. 

Later discussion resulted in the decision 
to prepare working drawings of the tra- 
ditional design, and the building of these 
houses is to begin almost immediately, 
while an extension of time has been given 
to enable the “frame” group to develop 
their design further. 

The frame components have now been 
brought to a final design stage and with 
further co-operation from the City En- 
gineer and manufacturing concerns, it is 
hoped that this group of terrace houses 
will be built in the near future. Models 
and drawings of these houses may be seen 
in an exhibition of the work of the schoo! 
at the Building Centre, London, W.1. 


Demolition at Chatsworth. 

The superstructure of the theatre tower 
at Chatsworth House, the family seat of 
the Duke of Devonshire, will shortly be 
demolished, by order of the duke, and 
the stone used in the building of cottages 
for aged people on the estate. 


L.M.B.A. Cricket Match. 

The L.M.B.A. is sending a cricket team 
to Snaresbrook on June 22 to play the 
Blue Circle Sports Club. Mr. G. P. 
Parker is to captain the side, and he will 
be glad to hear of possible candidates for 
places in his team. 
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THE POTENTIALITIES OF 
PLASTICS IN BUILDING —1 


By J. B. SINGER, B.Sc. (Arch.) 


‘PSHE progress of science has left a deep 

imprint on every aspect of human 
activity, including the art of building. 
New materials and techniques have 
opened fresh possibilities in design. One 
of the newer materials to appear on the 
market has been plastics. A variety of 
articles for industry in general was at 
first produced, followed by the compara- 
tively recent use of plastics in building. 
The war years gave a new impetus to the 
development of plastics and contributed 


/ to a rapid progress in their application to 


the building industry. Shortage of tradi- 
tional materials, like wood and metals, 
and the desire to develop a synthetic pro- 
duct with superior properties stimulated 
further research. A committee convened 
by the British Plastics Federation pub- 
lished its report in 1944 and put forward 
recommendations which have been 
followed to explore new potentialities of 
this material. 

Plastics have their origin in the 
chemist’s laboratory, where the essential 
ingredients are produced. Varying pro- 
cesses of manufacture are employed, and 
the design is an important factor in de- 
termining the efficiency, practicality and 
esthetic appearance of an_ article. 
Plastics, like other materials, have their 
advantages and limitations which com- 
mend them for many applications and 
render them unsuitable for others. The 
general conception about plastics, regard- 
ing them merely as alternatives to or sub- 
stitutes for traditional materials, has 


given way to their acceptance among 
other building components on merit. 

The weathering properties of all the 
traditional materials are known to-day 
through the test of time. 
which are 


In the case of 


plastics, an entirely new 
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material, the deficiency 
has to be made up by 
devising an apparatus 
capable of accelerated 
testing of its weather- 
ing properties. An in- 
teresting method of 
testing has been 
evolved with special 
lamps to simulate 
sunshine, and a fog 
chamber to duplicate 
the effect of rain. 

The possibility of 
constructing a “ plas- 
tics house ” was at one 
time in the news, and 
some synthetic build- 
ings have been erected 


for exhibition pur- | -— 
poses. The Vinylite ~~ 
House, -which wav ——«— 


built at the Chicago Fig. 
Fair in 1933, was an in- 

teresting example of the methods and 
applications of plastics materials at that 
early stage of development. Synthetic 
materials were also used throughout in 
the experimental house built at the 
Frankfurt Exhibition in 1938. The im- 
portance of these experiments Jay mainly 
in the fact that they involved pioneering 
work which aroused public interest. I 
demonstrated the feasibility of evolving 
standard building units, showing the 
adaptability of plastics for mass pro- 
duction. 


Walls and Partitions 
In the last ten years considerable 
progress has been made in the field of 
sandwich laminates. The laminates, 
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1.—Polystyrene partition blocks. 


which are built up from high strength 
surface sheets with a core of separating 
ribs or of honey-combed structure, com- 
bine lightness with rigidity and strength. 
They have good sound and thermal in- 
sulation values and a surface finish of 
attractive appearance ; these properties 
make their application of considerable 
value to building, as has been shown by 
the extensive use of Holoplast panels for 
partitions, light floors and furniture. 


Holoplast is manufactured from a 
special quality paper impregnated with 
synthetic resin. A densified wood edge 
is inserted to facilitate fixing of the 
panels in position. The standard surface 


finish is sometimes replaced by wood 
veneers of different patterns which are 





Fig. 3 


Fig. 2 shows an example of Formica wall panelling. The walls up to dado height of this waiting-room (Fig. 3) are surfaced with Warerite 


veneered board in a colour scheme of buff and nigger brewn. 





Warerite' ‘material is also used for the radiator cover and surfacing of the table top. 
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Fig. 4.—Formica wall panelling in the Nursery of a Liner. 


incorporated into the panels. The 
cellular nature of Holoplast allows cables 
to be run inside the cavity without the 
necessity of exposing them externally. 
Sound and thermal insulation of the 
panels can be improved by filling the 
cavities with glass silk, rockwool and 
similar material, and perforating the sur- 
face with, as an example, }-in. dia. holes 
at 4-in. centres for sound absorption. 
Various materials were tested for use 
in honey-combed panels; cotton sheeting, 
fibre-glass cloth, mill and asbestos paper 
have been found to be most suitable. A 
resin-impregnated sheet material is 
assembled into hexagonal shaped cells to 
form the honey-combed core. Facing 
materials include mainly thin-gauged 
steel, or aluminium, where great strength 
is required, and laminated plastics sheet 
or plywood veneers for a decorative 
appearance. It is important to use the 
same facing material on both sides to 
prevent stresses due to unequal co- 
efficients of expansion which may pro- 
duce warping of the composite panel. 
The panels can be used as partitions or 
light infilling floors between beams 
spaced at regular intervals. In the first 
case of application, the facing material 
and the nature of the core determine the 
permissible loading of the panels in their 
plane. The amount of deflection of 
honey-combed structures used as light 
floors can be calculated by considering 
the panels under loaded plate conditions. 
The importance of admitting a maxi- 
mum amount of sunlight has been 
generally realised a long time ago, but 
the main difficulty encountered in the 
use of translucent walls has been con- 
siderable heat losses in the winter. 


Hollow blocks, or translucent boards 
stiffened with ribs and with an insulating 
air cavity, may provide a solution to this 
problem. 

. Proposals have been put forward to 
develop translucent plastics panels, and 
their use was envisaged for a scientific 
control of light. It was suggested that 
translucent panels could filter out the hot 
infra-red rays and allow only the puri- 
fying ultra-violet rays to enter the room; 
or alternatively the process could be re- 
versed to meet different requirements. 
The inherent potentialities of translucent 
plastics will be the subject of future in- 
vestigations. 

Meanwhile, translucent polystyrene 
blocks for light internal partitions have 
been developed. Each block is built up 
from two covers and a central part, which 
are cemented together to form a homo- 
geneous unit. The covers have facets 
patterned on the inside face which, apart 
from their decorative value, have the ‘ob- 
ject of diffusing light. Polystyrene 
blocks are five times lighter than glass 
blocks and are not designed for load- 
bearing partitions. The blocks are easily 
assembled and bonded to each other by 
means of interlocking ribs on the inside 
faces. (See Fig. 1.) Cement is very seldom 
used, but wood or metal framing is re- 
quired with vertical supports at certain 
intervals to stiffen the structure. 


Wall Coverings 


Wall coverings were one of the first 
important developments in plastics for 
building, and they still retain their pre- 
dominant position in this field among 
other synthetic resin products. Practical 
problems in interior design influence the 
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choice of materials. Hygienic and 
pleasing wall surface, durability, low 
maintenance cost and ease of cleaning 
are the main factors. Laminated plastics 
sheets possess those qualities in a large 
measure to satisfy practical as well as 
zsthetic demands on the material. 

The sheets have a high ratio of 
strength to weight and a surface finish 
which can be easily washed without 
losing its finish, A wide range of 
colours and patterns is practicable, and 
the adaptability of laminated plastics for 
incorporation of special designs is a 
valuable asset. The Formica and 
Warerite sheets are well established as 
veneers and composite panels. (Figs. 
2 and 3.) 

The manufacturing process consists of 
impregnating a multi-layer of kraft paper, 
which forms a core of the laminate, with 
phenol-formaldehyde resin. 
mediate layer is formed by a pigmented 
opaque sheet impregnated with urea resin, 
and a melamine abrasion sheet is laid on 
the top. A mural design, or special 
patterns, can be incorporated under the 
protective melamine film. (An _ ex- 
ample of this is seen in Fig. 4.) In the 
cigarette-proof type of sheet a metal foil 
is placed between the decorative face 
layer and the core. The metal foil con- 
vects the heat away and thus prevents 
damage to the material. 

A thicker grade of the laminate can be 
used as a facing sheet by itself, but the 
thinner grade is usually veneered to ply- 
wood, blockboard or other suitable core. 
Successful bonding of veneer to a backing 
material depends on the elimination of 
concentrated stresses, enabling the 
material to withstand them as a homo- 
geneous structure. 

The sheets can be cut to any required 
size, and drilled with normal tools used 
in joinery. Sawing and drilling of 
laminated sheets should be carried out 
with the finished face upwards to mini- 
mise chipping. 

The sheets can be used for the 
panelling of curved and irregular shapes; 
columns and pilasters are covered in a 
similar manner with the veneered sheets 
which are bent cold, or subiected to 
heat, depending. on the required radius. 
The standard sizes can be bent to the 
radius of 18 in. along their length, though 
smaller sheets are curved to a radius vary- 
ing from 6 in. to 12 in. A recently de- 
veloped fabricating technique has enabled 
the production of flexible panels which 
can be curved to a radius of 3 in. The 
process consists of applying a normal 
laminated sheet veneer to 7-in. core. The 
back of the core is then kerfed with }-in. 
saw cuts at 7-in. centres. The flexibility 
achieved gives freedom in design and 
allows an economical way of covering 
complicated shapes of small radii. 

The use of laminated sheets entails 
care, and certain precautions have to be 
taken to ensure the success and lasting 
quality of the material. The use of 
appropriate sheet thicknesses and suitable 
methods of fixing obviate the tendency 
of the sheets to bowing and distortion. It 
is recommended that warm water and 
soap be used for cleaning, though some 
household cleansing liquids can be em- 
ployed when the former method proves 
to be inadequate. Sharp knives and 
gritty abrasive cleansing powders will 
scratch the surface and spoil the 
appearance. The sheets can be 
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even to form back-panels to radiators or 
other sources of heat, provided the tem- 
perature they are subjected to is below 
the maximum of 120 deg. C. It is ad- 
visable to fix }-in. or 4-in. thick panels 
on battens, or by other means, at least 
} in. from the wall to enable the air to 
circulate freely at the back of the panel. 
The passing air cools the panels and 
reduces their effective temperature. 

Wall panelling is one of the most ex- 
tensive applications of plastics sheets. 
The rigidity of the panels permits their 
fixing as independent units, which can be 
easily removed and replaced. In wall 
surfacing the joints can be covered, or 
left butted, and the choice of the type of 
joint will depend on the effect that is re- 
quired. The monotony of an unbroken 
surface needs often a relief in the form 
of contrasting horizontal and vertical 
cover strips. Anodised aluminium 
strips and plastics are employed for this 
purpose; the former are most frequently 
used, though they lack sufficient contrast 
of texture to the laminated sheets. The 
panels are usually mounted direct on to a 
timber framework by means_ of 
aluminium or plastics sections. The 
strips are screwed to the timber grounds, 
and they are specially designed for the 
purpose of allowing the panel to be 
slipped into position and held by the 
capping sections. The apparent width 
of the section can be effectively reduced 
by using a special type with a groove in 
the middle. A flexible plastics strip is 
inserted into the groove, and the strip can 
match the panelling or be in a contrasting 
colour. 


Use of Butt Jointing 


Another satisfactory method of joint- 
ing, which requires a high quality of 
workmanship, is butt jointing. This is 
achieved by fixing the panels to framing 
through their side edges or alternatively 
by providing separating fillets to which 
the panels are fixed in the same way as 
before. The edging acts as a secondary 
frame which is slightly projecting from the 
panel surface to protect the edges. Butt 
jointing is particularly useful when a 
mural decoration is incorporated into the 
panels and the effect of unity is desired. 
The panels can be also butt jointed, 
screwed to timber grounds and covered 
with strips of the same material as the 
laminated sheets. The strips are pro- 
duced from offcuts and machined to the 
required width; ;;-in. thicknesses are 
used only in cases where a very close 
fixing can be allowed, but generally the 
-in. and -in. strips are more suitable 
as they show less tendency to warp. 
This type of covering strip is cheaper than 
the former ones, but the exposure of 
screw heads, even countersunk, may be 
objectionable. 

There is considerable -scope for 
imaginative use of laminated sheets and 
variations in their treatment. 

Lignin laminated sheets are another 
recent development. Lignin occurs in 
nature in the form of a cement binding 
the fibres of wood together. Lignin is 
used in the production of paper-base 
laminate which contains 40 per cent. of 
lignin powder. It is mainly manufac- 
tured in Canada and employed for 
decorative wallboards, doors, tabletop 
material, etc. Lignin sheet is structurally 
stable under varying atmospheric con- 
ditions and very tough in comparison to 
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other paper laminated sheets. The lignin 
laminated sheets are of a deep walnut- 
brown colour, but when a decorative 
finish is required a paper surface sheet 
with a special design is incorporated and 
impregnated with melamine resin. 

Flexible plastics sheets are newcomers 
in the field of wall coverings. Decorative 
possibilities, durability and ease of clean- 
ing commend them for application, par- 
ticularly in positions exposed to wear. 
Various types are manufactured at pre- 
sent (in U.S.A.) including Vinylite sheets, 
polyester laminate, urea-alkyd resin with 
paper backing, woven plastics filaments. 
reinforced cellulose fibre paper and a 
Tesin impregnated paper. 


Vinylite Plastics Sheeting 


Vinylite plastics sheeting is a recent 
product which was put on the market 
only after the problem of finding a 
suitable method of application to the 
backing material had been found. Vinyl 
films are characteristically impervious to 
moisture and solvents, and consequently 
adhesives could not develop sufficient 
strength. A finely cut flock is bonded to 
the Vinylite sheet during its manufacture. 
and this enables the use of emulsion or 
water-soluble adhesives for porous sur- 
faces. Bonding of the sheets to a non- 
porous surface requires a careful control 
of the moisture content in the adhesive, 
and the use of hot press under work- 
shop conditions is recommended. 

Polyester laminate is a special kind of 
wallpaper manufactured by impregnating 
a high quality absorbent paper, or fabric 
with polyester, and it is normally pro- 
cessed under heat and tension. It is 
available in continuous rolls in a variety 
of colours, mostly glossy. A cigarette- 
proof type with aluminium foil is also 
produced. 

Paper-backed plastics is a different type 
of wall covering, which consists of a 
transparent plastics sheet bonded to a 
strong paper. The plastics sheet is 
colourless and serves as a protection to 
the designs incorporated into the back- 
ing sheet. There are many colours and 
patterns with glossy and suede finishes: 
some have tile designs for the use, as an 
example, in kitchen wall coverings, where 
they should run up to a certain height 
forming a long and continuous strip in 
lieu of normal tiling. 

Another type of “ wall-paper ” cover- 
ing is a reinforced cellulose fibre paper 
coated with Vinylite resin. The com- 
ponent materials ensure resistance to 
cracking and peeling. and the clear 
plastics surface allows for easy cleaning 
and maintenance. The technique of 
hanging is similar to that of ordinary wall 
paper. 

Resin-impregnated paper is flexible and 
can be applied to the wall with a special 
bonding solution. Impact tests have 
been carried out which proved that the 
impregnated paper was superior to flat or 
high gloss enamel. 

Wall tiles in plastics have advantages 
that favour them in place of ordinary 
glazed ceramics. Polystyrene tiles have 
a good dimensional stability, which is an 
important factor in variable humid con- 
ditions. The tiles are very light in com- 
parison to ceramics, and this property 
makes them economical in use and 
facilitates their fixing. The low specific 
gravity of polystyrene enables the 
mounting of tiles with a special adhesive 
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on almost any type of wall. Unlike the 
ceramic tiles, which tend to crack on the 
surface, the plastics tiles retain the sur- 
face finish in normal conditions of use. 
Some inherent limitations, however, 
should be borne in mind to ensure the 
lasting, quality of the tiles. The correct 
position and appropriate methods of 
cleaning can eliminate the disadvantages 
of the material. The low melting point 
of polystyrene restricts the application of 
tiles to the positions where the tem- 
perature is below 60 deg. C. (140 deg. 
F.). Where the proximity of hot air 
ducts, chimneys, radiators, heaters, 
stoves, etc., may effect detrimentally the 
tiles, it is recommended to shield or in- 
sulate them to prevent reaching the maxi- 
mum temperature of 60 deg. C. Warm 
soapy water is the best cleansing agent; 
finished surfaces may be spoiled by the 
action of abrasive cleaning powders. 
The tiles are produced in a great variety 
of colours ranging from deep, rich tones 
to light pastels. Special effects can be 
produced by mixing together two or three 
colours in certain proportions to obtain 
mottled effects. 

Standard cements are employed for 
fixing the tiles to walls of smooth surface, 
but otherwise a special adhesive with a 
synthetic resin base is used. The ad- 
hesive is applied directly to the wall sur- 
face with a smooth trowel, and then the 
tile is pressed on to it in position. 


Some Types of Wall Tile 


Other types of wall tiles include 
“plastics asbestos” and phenolic 
melamine laminates. The former type is 
manufactured from _ asbestos fibres 
bonded with vinyl resins and with 
mineral colouring pigments added. The 
material is produced in sheets and cut 
to the required sizes, similar to floor 
tiles. The phenolic melamine laminated 
tiles are available in a number of colours 
with a high-gloss surface finish. The 
lightness of the tiles permits their direct 
application to the wall without the use of 
fixing strips. Acrylic resin sheets are 
manufactured in a similar way to 
“Perspex,” and the surface is grooved 
in a regular pattern to simulate the tiles. 
This type of “tile” gives a wall cover- 
ing, pleasant in appearance and efficient 
in use. 

We acknowledge permission to reproduce 
photographs as follows: Figs. 2 and 4, Thomas 
De La Rue and Co., Lid.; Fig. 3, Warerite, Ltd. 


(To be concluded.) 


HOUSING IN INDIA 
Use of Prefabrication 

Mr. J. N. BHAN, Assistant Information 
Officer, India House, writes (in response 
to an inquiry) that housing in India is 
within the jurisdiction of State and local 
governments. The Ministry of Health 
and Housing, Government of India, has 
been helping in the co-ordination of the 
various schemes of building houses for 
industrial workers, refugees, and admin- 
istrative personnel. 

“ An important development in build- 
ing in recent years,” he adds, “ has been 
the construction of prefabricated houses. 
The Government of India has established 
a State factory at Delhi, and two more 
factories are likely to be established at 
Patna, in Bihar, Bombay or Cutch. I 
think the experience of such building in 
this country, when adapted to the condi- 
tions of Indian climate, is likely to prove 
useful for developing export markets in 
India.” 
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IN PARLIAMENT 
Working Party Report 


ASKED by several members on May 8 

what action he proposed to take on 
the Report of the Working Party on the 
Building Industry, MR. STOKES said that 
the recommendations in the Report were 
numerous and detailed. In so far as 
they were exclusively for the Govern- 
ment to deal with, action had already 
been taken on a few and the others were 
under examination. The majority of the 
recommendations were directed to the 
industry and the professions, and he pro- 
posed to discuss these with their repre- 
sentatives at a meeting of his National 
Consultative Council that week, if 
possible. The Government would con- 
tinue to do everything in their power to 
promote greater efficiency in the building 
industry. 

Mr. GAMMANS: Do the Government 
realise that if it were possible by proper 
incentives to restore output even to pre- 
war figures, we could have put up another 
50,000 houses last year with the same 
labour force? 

Mr. STOKES: I am not prepared to 
accept that, because the houses built 
to-day are houses and not wigwams. I 
certainly understand the importance of 
incentive bonuses, but the industry does 
not lend itself ‘to any rigid form of 
incentives scheme. The matter needs to 
be examined in detail. 

Mr. Marples: Can the Minister say 
how long the Working Party Report has 
been with his Department and why, if 
it has been there for several months 
already, has not his Department put 
these recommendations into effect? 

Mr. STOKES: I have said already that 
the recommendations, in so far as they 
concern the Government, are already on 
the move. The Report came to my 
Department in the middle of February. 
The hon. gentleman will be aware that 
there was a General Election in that 
month and also that there was a change 
of Ministers. It is important that the 
Ministers should understand what all this 
was about. Really prompt, energetic 
action is now being taken. 

Mr. BoyD-CaRPENTER: As this Report 
was completed on January 11, can the 
Minister say why it was published only 
Jast week? 

Mr. STOKES: For the reasons I have 
just stated, it was obviously undesirable 
to publish it in the middle of an elec- 
tion (Hon. Members: * Oh ”)—not at all 
for the reasons which right hon. and hon. 
gentlemen opposite have in their minds. 
The reason was that when the Report 
was handed to me | insisted on under- 
standing what it was about before it was 
put out. That seems to me a reasonable 
course to adopt. 


Productivity Team Report. 

On May 15 Mr. MarpLes asked the 
Minister of Works what action he pro- 
posed to take in the light of the report by 
the Building Productivity Team which had 
visited the U.S.A 

Mr. STOKES said that the building team 
which visited the United States of 
America under the auspices of the Anglo- 
American Council on Productivity was 
sent on the initiative of the industry, and 
their report was addressed primarily to 
the organisations which sponsored the 
team. He had, however, arranged to dis- 
cuss their recommendations with the 
representatives of the industry and the pro- 
fessions on his National Consultative 
Council. These discussions had started. 
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Local Authority Housing. 

ON May 9, in the course of a short 
debate on local authority housing, Mr. 
HAMAR NICHOLLS (Conservative) said that 
the housing policy of the last 44 years 
had clearly failed. Speaking as a member 
of a firm of surveyors with some 
knowledge of estate development, and, in 
addition, with 12 years as a councillor and 
a member of a housing committee, he said 
it was madness to make the local auth- 
ority the only instrument for house 
building. It was bad enough for the 
practical builder to have to overcom: the 
strictures of control from the centre, but 
when, in addition, as a contractor to the 
local authority, he had the added obstacles 
of standing orders as well, and the in- 
convenience of the dates of committee 
meetings when he wanted a quick 
decision, then the handicap to speedy 
building was colossal. From the time the 
decision was taken to build, it would take 
a private builder not more than five or 
six weeks to make a start on the actual 
building after obtaining the ordinary local 
planning permission. _ A council could 
not start the same job in under six or 
seven months because of the routine 
which was essential in local government 
work of obtaining Ministry loan sanction, 
advertising for tenders, and then settling 
the contracts. In the case of a rural area, 
the time of starting would be more likely 
12 months. Once a building had been 
commenced, the private builder could 
erect a house ready for occupation in six 
or seven months, but working by rigid 
contract terms and specifications, with all 
the delays whenever the inevitable varia- 
tion of specifications was required, the 
local authority was lucky to get the 
house built in less than 12 months. This 
extra time was bound to reflect itself in 
higher costs, and eventually in higher 
rents. He-suggested that local authorities 
should be encouraged to make far more 
use of the Ministry’s circular 9246, under 
which a house could be built by a private 
builder to his own approved design, and 
afterwards sold to the local authority who 
decided the tenants. Local authorities 
should also be encouraged to build more 
two-bedroomed houses so that these 
could be exchanged for the existing three- 
bedroomed or four-bedroomed type when 
families had grown up and no longer 
needed the extra accommodation. He 
urged, too, that the ratio of house build- 
ing for sale should be _ abolished 
altogether. 

Mr. BLENKINSOP, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary to the Ministry of Health, said he did 
not think the Conservative party as a 
whole would support the abolition of the 
ratio. As to the best medium for build- 
ing, if they were concerned merely in 
building houses for those who could 
afford to pay large prices, then un- 
gee goer the private speculative build- 
ing, of which they saw so much in the 
interim years, could meet the need. But 
the Government had been properly con- 
cerned with devoting the whole of their 
attention to the major needs of the 
people. If Mr. Nicholls were to abolish 
the ratio of private licensing in many 
cases he would provide that no houses 
should be made available for local auth- 
ority allocation at all. That a check on 
control on the work of the private builder 
was necessary had been proved over and 
over again by the disastrous results of 
private speculative building throughout 
the intervening years. As to Mr. Nicholls’ 
other suggestions, a great deal of use had 
been made of circular 9246, particularly 
by the small builder who had not the 
staff necessary to carry out the detailed 
specification work that was normally re- 
quired. Provided that the small builder 
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had a good reputation in the district and 
was known to have done good work in 
the past, there was no reason why he 
should not be employed by a local auth- 
ority. He was glad to say that a large 
number of houses had been built in that 
way. As to the allegation that private 
house building could be done, provided 
there were no checks by the local auth- 
ority, much more quickly, he said there 
was no real evidence of that, nor was 
there any evidence of private enterprise 
being able to build houses more cheaply 
than local authorities or their contractors. 
That was the wording of the Girdwood 
Report itself. 


Scottish Housing. 

On May 11 the Government were 
severely criticised for their handling of 
the Scottish housing problem. On votes 
for Scottish Housing, COMMANDER 
GALBRAITH said the housing situation had 
never been more serious than now, or the 
cause of more misery. In Glasgow, 
which was typical, proportionately, of the 
towns in the industrial belt, there was a 
waiting list exceeding 94,000. Of that 
number 36,000 were classified as homeless, 
29,000 as overcrowded, 1,750 as people 
waiting to be married, and 27,000 as 
people living in old, out-of-date property 
whose names had been on the waiting 
list for a considerable number of years. 
To replace unfit houses, get rid of over- 
crowding, and provide homes for an in- 
creased number of families, at least 
500,000 houses were needed in Scotland, 
and at present rates of building the task 
would take 20 years. During that time 
many of the existing houses would have 
fallen down, and unless something was 
done it would be found 20 years hence 
that Scotland was, possibly, not so well off 
as to-day. 

Mr. HEctoR MCNEIL, Secretary of State 
for Scotland, said that the money value of 
all building in Scotland came out at 
about £90 million. If house building 
was to be increased it could only be in- 
creased at the expense of one of the other 
sectors. What he was not prepared to do 
was to transfer houses from those whose 
needs were greatest, and who had the 
least financial resources to meet these 


needs, to those whose circumstances, 
although difficult, were: incomparably 
better. 


Mr. HENDERSON STEWART asked if no 
town or county could exceed one in ten. 


Mr. MCNEIL said that he could make 
variations to meet the differing needs of 
areas, but local authorities were permitted 
to allow private building only to the ex- 
tent of one in ten for a number of cate- 
gories. The building industry in Scot- 
land would not claim to be the most 
efficient in the country. There had been 
a substantial delay in the application of 
the system of payment by results, but it 


‘had now been agreed that incentive 


schemes could be operated by individual 
employers. Difficulties had been experi- 
enced in applying prefabricated methods 
to permanent housing, and he had asked 
the Scottish Housing Advisory Committee 
to examine arrangements for obtaining a 
satisfactory standard of design and work- 
manship in non-traditional houses and to 
make recommendations. He hoped that 
local authorities would proceed with their 
planning on the basis that, subject to over- 
riding changes in Government policy— 
which he did not anticipate—and the 
maintenance of satisfactory progress, 
local authority allocations of houses 
would be repeated at this year’s level 
during the next three years. That should 
allow them to plan efficiently. 

In the debate which followed Mr. 
CLYDE said even if it meant doing wifbout 
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other aon it was Poy Geomameans duty Cement Supplies. Housing Licences. 
to make housing the first priority, to in- On May 1, Mr. Axport asked the Mr. H. Price asked the Minister of 
Pg oe oe — Nag ona Minister of Works if he was aware that Health if he would divide local authority 
buil a a : eens ra = Fh Pg the continuing shortage of cement in housing quotas into two separate cate- 
P 8 sien J Pp north-east Essex was causing concern; gories, one for local authority erection, 
g Dp m. and what action he intended to take to the other for erection by private builders. 
Mr. W. G. ny og a ne = a. of improve supplies. b oe Se _ to one, instead 
‘Commons was to blame for the housing & : , : of allocating the whole quota to local 
shortage because, by the Housing Act of we ge oe a = authorities, many of whom did not exer- 
1919, it gave local authorities power to higher than ever before. If, however, the SiS the power given to them by him to 
build houses, and from that year onwards atk, meaner wes aware of any important licence one-fifth of their quota to private 
it was not possible for anyone to put maa being held up by a shortage, per- builders. 


money into house property which would 5 : : : ; 

produce houses at rents a tenant could haps he would let him have Particulars. Mr. BEvaN: No, sir. 

pay. Mr. Acport: Is the Minister aware Mk. Price: Although it is often said by 
that throughout north-east Essex there is the Minister that local authorities have 


Pepe a Same ——_ a a very grave shortage of cement, and not taken up their allocation is it not the 
£5. This was defeated by 280 votes to ‘hat this is attributed to the continued case that what has happened is that 
: 5 high level of export of cement, and the Socialist local authorities have refused to 


252—a Government majority of 28. : 

5 Gove jority o failure of the Government to make up _ a. powers given them by the 
aes the stocks after their extensive use during Inister 

Building Workers. the last few months? Mr. BeEvaN: I am not prepared to agree 


Mr. STOKES, replying to Mr. Gibson, Mr. STOKES: The hon. member will With members of the Opposition that this 
said that about half the building labour realise that cement has not yet been House of Commons should interfere with 
strength was engaged on house construc- nationalised. The situation is that, in the freedom of local authorities. 
tion or repairs to housing, the actual fact, there was a record distribution in [May 11.] 
number on — ns — the last week or so. There is such a 
increase Compared with a year ago. € thing as coming events casting their ] J Tw 
control] over building work would be jo hg and "as not think — is GRAVEL OUTPUT IN WESSEX 


such as to permit ot whatever adjust- anything to worry about. Need to Protect Agricultural Land 
ment might be necessary to ensure fulfil- 
ment of the new programme. Housing Contracts. ALLOCATION of land for sand and 


gravel working io maintain output in 
the Hampshire Basin and associated areas 
of West Sussex, Dorset and South Wilt- 
shire, described collectively as the Wes- 
sex Region, is the subject of Part V of 


Mr. Bossom: Is it not a fact that only = MR. WaLKeR-SmiTH asked the Minister 
something like 26 per cent. of the build- of Wealth, whether the requirement, 
ing trade operatives are now on housing, placed upon local authorities by para- 
and that before the war it was 33 or 34 graph 17 (2) of the memorandum 
per cent? accompanying his Departmental Circular 

MR. STOKES: That is wrong. It is just 25/50, to indicate o principal regional the Report of the Advisory Committee 
about the same as before. At any rate officers of his department the type of con- ©" Sand and Gravel which was published 
there has been a steady, though slight, tract in respect of housing, was anywhere © May 9 by H.M.S.O., price 1s. 6d. 
increase in the number of those engaged reinforced, or proposed to be reinforced .. The Committee, whose recommenda- 
on direct housing. by a recommendation to use the standard [Ons are meant to guide county councils 

Mr. Gipson: If, according to the reply form of building contract specially in preparing their development plans 
given to me last week, 3 per cent. more adapted for the use of local authorities UNder the Town and Country Planning 
building trade labour isemployed on other and issued under the sanction of the ‘ct, 1947, estimate that the sand 
than housing, does it not follow that Royal Institute of British Architects 49d gravel demand in the region 
there must be fewer employed on and the National Federation of British “uring the next 50 years at more 
housing? Trades Employers. than 3 million tons (24 m. cubic 

Mr. Stokes: With great respect I MR. BEVAN replied in the negative, but Yards) per annum. They point out that 
think the hon. member is confusing per- added that he had the matter under con- @lthough there are few districts in the 


centages with figures. There is a very sideration. [May 11.] country richer in sand and gravel, the 
great difference. The actual number need to safeguard agriculture and amenity 


employed on housing direct has increased, Private Enterprise. puts such limitations on working that 
though, I agree, only slightly. The shift On May 11 Bric. CrarK asked the ‘they have had great difficulty in finding 
has Pag —_ “2 a muienneee Mien = ee if, oad ooe yea sufficient land for allocation. 
to e building of schools and other he would allow houses to be built without : 
important buildings. The actual number licence in one city in order to test whether naan Cale aot tie Peron. pres 
engaged on direct housing is appreciably private enterprise produces better results Mieck 
in advance of what it was a year ago. __ than his controls. _ Much of the best gravel, as elsewhere, 
Mr. SaNnpys: Is the Minister aware that’ Mr. BevAN said if, as the question 3S — in- the low-level land and river 
there is widespread dissatisfaction in all suggested, the hon. member had in mind — where the land is of the highest 
parts of the House, and in the country, the building of houses by private enter- he ue for agriculture. The Committee 
at the lack of effort being put into per- prise on an unrestricted scale, regardless vw’ rear gr that the valuable 
manent house building, and will he con- of the building resources of the area and = — lands of the Sussex coastal 
sider making an early statement to the the local authority’s own programme, free P!41M S ould not be worked for this rea- 
House explaining what are the principles —_ control of selling price, -_ to be pre Me po igh ee tae ae 
which govern the allocation of building disposed of without any test of priority lichen Valley and from large aseas ia the 


resources to the various classes of of need for a house, it was not an experi- 
building? ment which he could countenance. Test and Avon Valleys. 


Mr. STOKES: If the right hon. member _ MR. BurDEN: If the Housing Report The Committee have recommended 
is referring to labour wees Som indicts private enterprise why should not that about 10 per cent. of the estimated 
Mr. SANpys: And materials. the Minister welcome this suggestion in future production should be met by off- 


order to prove that the Government can shore dredging, for example, in the Solent 
Mr. Stokes: I can only reassure the build nah cheaply? and Spithead channels. But they con- 


I i t : : 
lg b Rica We i Mr. BEVAN: Because the Girdwood sidered that they would not have been 
gramme which is at present envisaged by Report has established that there is no justified in recommending any larger in- 

evidence whatever that houses built under crease in off-shore dredging, which might 


agg = is entirely inade- licence are built either quicker or more entail risks of coastal erosion and other 
uate. EMay 1.] "cheaply than by local authorities. difficulties. : 
ee : Mr. Extior: What does the Minister Re goer mention - been made of the 
eet Ofin mean by saying the committee ‘“‘estab- Chichester area, where the Committee 
Gov ven sa lished”? All they said was that they were have felt unable to agree with the recom- 


Mk. Stokes, replying to Mr.Gammans, aware that houses were built quicker, but mendation contained in Dr. Thomas 

said that since August, 1947, 40 licences that there was no evidence one way or Sharp’s “A Georgian City—a Plan for 
to the total value of £10,137,470 had the other that they were cheaper. Chichester” that no further workings 
been granted for offices for Lessor Mr. Bevan: If local contractors who should be allowed. 
Building Schemes. In the same period, have contracts to build houses for local The Committee consider there is no 
about 275 licences, to the total value of authorities built houses under licence satisfactory substitute for the Chichester 
some £6,300.000, had been granted for more quickly they are not doing their gravels within a reasonable distance, and 
office accommodation for non-Govern- duty by their contracts with the local they have concluded that some extension 
mental use. [May 1.] authorities. of the present workings is inevitable. 
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TIMBER AND THE DOLLAR 
SITUATION 
Softwood From Canada 


SUGGESTIONS concerning the increase 

of softwood imports into Britain, 
were made by Mr. PHILLIP O. REECE, 
director of the Timber Development 
Association, in an address at the House 
of Commons on May 2. Following are 
_extracts from his remarks:— 

There is no global shortage of timber 
in the sense that the forest growth is in- 
sufficient. World production is equal to 
or slightly greater than it was before the 
war. The hard fact is that we in this 
country are receiving less than half the 
ration per head of population that the 
forests of the world produce, and this is 
due entirely to difficulties of exchange and 
distribution. 

At the end of the war Sweden was 
using wood instead of the coal we could 
not spare her. At the same time we were 
using steel to save the timber we could 
not get from Sweden. It takes nearly 
two tons of coal to make a ton of steel, 
it does not involve a very difficult calcula- 
tion to demonstrate that it would have 
been very much in the interests of both 
countries to divert a little coal to buy a 
little more of Sweden’s timber. 

This kind of engineering economics is 
perhaps one of the most important of the 
sciences we could develop to secure the 
realignment of our patterns of produc- 
tion and consumption. 

It is clear I think that our chief 
opportunities for increasing imports of 
softwood still lie with Russia and Canada. 
Russia is still to some extent an un- 
known quantity, but so far as Canada 
is concerned, we know where we stand. 

We are told we cannot buy any more 
timber from Canada because it means 
dollars. The Timber Development Asso- 
ciation has claimed that by using more 
timber we could release more steel, 
aluminium, cement and coal for export, 
and that simultaneously we would reduce 
our costs of production and thereby make 
it easier to sell our goods in foreign 
markets. One of the items in our case 
was the suggestion that we should use 
more timber to release steel for export. 
We were told, however, by Mr. Douglas 
Jay, the then Economic Secretary to the 
Treasury, that a ready market for steel of 
all types did not exist in Canada. 


Canada’s Requirements. 

The examination of statistics showed us 
that we were supplying only one-fifteenth 
of Canada’s steel requirements and it is 
I think significant that within a matter 
of weeks of the Treasury’s statement 
being made, our steel industry had suc- 
ceeded in obtaining an order from 
Canada for about two million dollars’ 
worth of steel goods of a kind we had 
never sold them before. ; 

Nevertheless, we are still using steel 
to save timber irrespective of the effects 
this has on the cost of production in this 
country, irrespective of the fact that we 
are sacrificing a dollar income and 
irrespective of the fact that the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade, replying to 
a question in the House on April 20 said 
that he “would like to have sent far 
more steel to Canada but it has not been 
available because the British steel in- 
dustry was not doing enough to meet all 
our requirements.” " 

The effect that the shortage of timber 
has on our costs of production is one 
which we believe has never been suffi- 
ciently realised by the Government. 
There is hardly an industry in the country 
which is not being hindered and 
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hampered by the shortage of timber, and 
there is hardly an instance on record 
where an enforced substitute for timber 
does not prove itself more expensive and 


less satisfactory than the timber it 
replaces. 
SOLVING THE TIMBER 
SHORTAGE 


The Government’s Mistakes 


A CORRESPONDENT WRITES: The restor- 
ation of the total housing figure to 200,000 
a year for 1950, 1951 and 1952, and the 
announcement by Mr. Bevan that the 
proportion of new houses to be built for 
private purchase will be one-fifth instead 
of one-tenth, may remain pious hopes 
unless rapid action is taken to deal with 
the timber shortage. 

The Government decided to restrict the 
bulk buying of softwood to a target of 
one million standards a year. As the 
pre-war imports reached 24 million stan- 
dards a year, the Government’s decision, 
made by the Board of Trade and with the 
concurrence of the Treasury, meant 
austerity for all. It is by no means cer- 
tain that even this meagre target will be 
reached in the next 12 months. 

A grave mistake was made in declining 
to come to terms with the producers from 
British Columbia, who arrived in London 
a year ago. We lost an opportunity of 
buying wood from the Canadian West 
Coast Mills at a reasonable price. The 
next blunder was in Sweden, where we 
dillied and dallied in the early part of this 
year, while prices continued to rise by as 
much as 10 per cent. 

Those qualified to judge consider that 
Mr. Harold Wilson’s Government 
machinery has broken down badly, and 
that this will have a serious effect upon 
our housing programme this summer. It 
is imperative to obtain cheaper timber for 
our building industry, and also not to lose 
our position in the softwood market of 
the world. 


A CRICKET MATCH 


National Federation v. The Technical 
Press. 


THE NATIONAL FEDERATION has now 
picked its team to play against the build- 
ing trade Press XI, the “ Vitruvians,” at 
the Architectural Association’s Ground 
at Elstree, Herts., on June 25. The 
Federation’s team will be: 

. R. Costain (captain) and G. P. 
Parker (L.M.B.A.), P. Sunnucks and P. 
Lovell (Southern Counties Federation), 
F. Ridgeon and K. C. Kerridge (Eastern 
Federation), J. A. Bird and S. G. Shep- 
herd (Liverpool Federation), D. J. Mor- 
ris (Midland Federation), and A. E. Booth 
(Yorkshire Federation), W. R. Hammond, 
the former England captain, who is now 
a director of a tyre firm, has kindly con- 
sented to turn out on this occasion to com- 
plete the team. G. I. Orchard of the 
South Western Federation and K. L. 
Trumper of the Midland Federation are 
the reserves. Councillor H. S. Oddie, 
President of the Liverpool Regional 
Federation, will be one of the umpires. 

Both well-known personalities in the 
National Federation and active cricketers 
are in the team. Mr. R. R. Costain, 
C.B.E., this year’s President of the Lon- 
don Master Builders’ Association, has 
been asked by Mr. Robert O. Lloyd, this 
year’s National President, to captain the 
side and Mr. P. Sunnucks is a Kent 
amateur, while Mr. P. Lovell has played 
for Dorset. Both Mr. F. Rudgeon an 
K. C. Kerridge, of Cambridge, have 
played for their county, as have Mr. J. A. 


d ing Party. But 
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Bird and Mr. Shepherd, of Liverpool, who 
have played for Cheshire. 

The match ‘between the National 
Federation and the building trade Press. 
is to be an annual event, it is hoped, 
each side taking turns to be hosts. The 
National Federation is having the hon- 
our to entertain their friends in the build- 
ing trade Press this year. 


WORKING PARTY CRITICISMS 
The Builders’ Reply 


A CORDIAL WELCOME was given 

by Mr. R. R. Costain, C.B.E., Presi- 
dent of the London Master Builders” 
Association, in a speech to the South- 
Eastern Area in Beckenham, to the 
recently published report of the Work- 
ing Party into the building industry. 
Speaking on behalf of the building 
employers of London, Mr. CosTAIN said: 
_ “Everybody in the building industry 
is very glad that the Working Party has. 
at last made its report. It puts an end 
to much of the uncertainty which had 
necessarily surrounded the building 
industry while it was at work. 

“ Of course, everybody takes a knock, 
the architects for lack of pre-planning, 
building employers for complacency in 
face of rising costs, the operatives for 
reduced output and the Government for 
its mishandling of the building pro- 
gramme since the end of the war. id 
if some of us are gratified, even highly 
gratified, that the Government takes the 
biggest knock of all, that has nothing to 
do with politics. 

“Let us look at the mote in our own 
eye, however, rather than the beam in the 
other fellow’s. Have we really been com- 
placent in face of rising costs? My reply 
to that is that we have been alarmed all 
along at the way costs were mounting 
up. But, thanks to the rigidity of the 
controls imposed on us, we were power- 
less to stop the rot. For years { have 
been urging the need to reduce costs, 
and I do so again to-day, The growing 
use of incentives is helping materially in 
the process. So is the extension in the 
use of mechanical aids on the bigger 
jobs, though I agree with the Working 
Party that there is great scope for their 
expansion on smailer and even quite 
small jobs. 

“Strange as it may seem to some 
people, however, we do move with the 
times, and I believe there is a greater 
willingness on the part of the building 
industry to-day to make use of new 
methods and new materials than prob- 
ably at any other time in its history. 

“On one subject the Working Party 
report gives a very useful corrective to 
a popular fallacy, repeated only a week 
or two ago on the B.B.C. that, because 
the building industry has so many firms 
—more employers than bricklayers, is 
the way it is put—it is hopelessly un- 
organised. The reverse is the case. From 
its very nature, the building industry has 
small firms scattered about the country 
to do the small jobs that must be done 
locally, and it will be a bad day for 
the citizen and the housewife if the enthu- 
siastic reformer with his starry-eyed ideas 
of efficiency starts to reform building.” 

Mr. Costain concluded: “ Better 
methods, quicker production, a vastly 
increased use of incentives, better educa- 
tion for apprentice, foreman and the 
general manager—all these things—yes, 
and they are all endorsed.by the-Work- 
leave the building 
industry to organise itself. Only so can 
it serve the community really efficiently.” 
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WAR-DAMAGED RENT- 
CONTROLLED PREMISES 


Assessment of Compensation 
From a Correspondent 

PROPERTY LAW  is_ becoming 

extremely complex. In order to 
determine some particular question it 
may be necessary to consider the effect 
of not one Act but of a various assort- 
ment of Acts which at first sight appear 
not to be correlated in any way with each 
other. 

An interesting example is afforded by a 
recent decision of the Courts as to the 
basis of assessment, where war-damaged 
rent-controlled properties are being com- 
pulsorily acquired. In such a case there 
will be, of course, the Lands Clauses Act 
of 1845, the Acquisition of Land 
(Assessment of: Compensation) Act, 1919, 
and the Town and Country Planning Act 
of 1947 which will apply. 7 

Indeed, although its title does not give 
any inkling that compulsory acquisition 
is one of the matters with which it deals, 
the Town and Country Planning Act of 
1947 has become perhaps one of the prin- 
cipal. Acts to be considered when 
questions of the assessment of compensa- 
tion on compulsory acquisition arise, for 
this Act has introduced an entirely new 
basis of assessment. Under Section 53 (1) 
(a) of this Act, the basis of compensation 
is prescribed where properties which have 
been controlled by the Rent Acts and 
have been war damaged are being com- 
pulsorily acquired. Under the War 
Damage Act of 1943, yet another Act 
which comes into the picture, either a 
value payment or a cost of works pay- 
ment may be payable as compensation. 
The latter payment is awarded where the 
property is fit to be reinstated. ; 

Turning back now to the above provi- 
sion in the Town and Country Planning 
Act of 1947, if in the case of war-dam- 
aged rent-controlled property a cost of 
works payment is the appropriate pay- 
ment which would be made under the 
War Damage Act, then the compensation 
to be assessed on a compulsory acquisi- 
tion must be on the basis that the prop- 
erty has been made good before the 
notice to treat. Here yet another com- 
plication arises and yet another and quite 
distinct statutory provision comes into 

lay. 

. One has to consider now the effect of 
the Rent Acts, and not only of the Rent 
Acts but of a very important judgment 
which was given on the question of the 
control or otherwise of war-damaged 
rent-restricted properties. 

In the case of Ellis and Sons Amalga- 
mated Properties Ltd. v. Sisman, 1948, 
1 B. p. 653, rent-restricted property 
which was in the occupation of a statu- 
tory tenant at the time of war damage 
would cease to be controlled if the prop- 
erty was rebuilt. The statutory tenant 
would have no further interest in the new 
premises. Accordingly where such prop- 
erty is being compulsorily acquired, the 
arbitrator, in assessing compensation—so 
the Courts have just held—is required to 
ignore the old controlled rent, and since 
the property has ceased to be controlled 
as far as the rent is concerned, the 
landlord accordingly is entitled to charge 
the open market rental of the property. 

But that even does not conclude the 
matter, since the rent which can be 
charged for the rebuilt property is still 
subject to some control, though it is a 
control of a somewhat different nature. 
And here the last character enters the 
stage in the shape of the Landlord and 
Tenant (Rent Control) Act of 1949, under 
which Act a rent tribunal would have the 
power of reducing the new standard rent 


of such property. 
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“ STRUGGLE BETWEEN 
TITANS ” 


L.C.C. and Railway Executive in 
Dispute 

DESCRIBING the proceedings as a 
“struggle between titans,” Mr. Paul 
Bennett, V.C., dismissed a summons 
brought by the L.C.C. against Messrs. 
Holliday and Greenwood, builders, 
of Buckingham Palace-road, _ for 
failing to send with a _ building 
notice respecting the conversion of 
stables at Coburg-street, St. Pancras, 
to an electricity sub-station serving Euston 
Station, suc hplans and particulars as the 
district surveyor for St. Pancras South 
reasonably required, contrary to a bye- 
law made under the London Building 
(Amendment) Act, 1935. 

Mr. Vernon Gattie, for the L.C.C., said 
that the matter had arisen out of a differ- 
ence of opinion between the L.C.C. and 
the Railway Executive and the defendant 
company had acted on the instructions of 
the Railway Executive, who claimed 
exemption allowed under the Act to 
certain public buildings, crown property 
and “any building or structure belonging 
to the railway company and situated upon 
the railway premises or station premises.” 
The building in question was separated 
from the main Euston Station by a public 
road and in his submission was not 
exempt. 

For the . defendants, Mr. B. J. 
McKenna, K.C., maintained that the 
building was used for providing facilities 
for the station and was station premises 
within the meaning of the section provid- 
ing exemption. It was a transformer 
station providing heating and lighting to 
Euston Railway Station, and the fact that 
a public thoroughfare (Cardington-street) 
ran in between did not matter. Under 
Acts of 1883 and 1888 the Railway Com- 
pany were empowered to acquire the area 
and to move Cardington-street from a 
former site to its present position. 

Saying that it was an_ interesting 
question, the magistrate said he had come 
to the conclusion that the building was 
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always part of the railway functioning 
there as a unit. The fact that there was 
a road in between did not, in his view, 
upset the claim that the building was part 
of the station premises. It came within 
the exemption and therefore the summons 
must fail. 

He ordered the L.C.C. 20 
guineas costs, 


IMPROVING BUILDING 
OUTPUT 

Suggestions for British Contractors 

QGOME of his experiences in America, 

with the Building Productivity Team 
to the U.S.A., were recounted by Mr. 
N. STANLEY Farrow, M.B.E., addressing 
the monthly meeting of the Northern 
Area of London Master Builders’ Asso- 
ciation held at the Hendon Hall Hotel 
on May 10. Mr. R. W. Brocksopp, 
M.I.0.B., presided. 

He said that the general impression 
gained by the Team could summed 
up by a statement made by Alistair 
Cooke : “ You have only to lean out of 
any midtown window to notice the furi- 
Ous concentration and energy of con- 
struction workers while they are on the 
job. At 5 o’clock they will quit like 
an exploding ligt bulb, but up to that 
moment they haul and hammer and drill 
and bulldoze with fearful zest. If they 
work this way they will keep their job, 
if they don’t they won't.” The level of 
output of the operatives in America was 
50 per cent. higher than in this country 
and they were extremely highly paid; 12s. 
to 16s. being the hourly rate of trades- 
men whilst the unskilled worker received 
7s. to 9s. an hour. 

There were no bonuses paid, the in- 
centive to work being the high standard 
of livimg which they were able to enjoy 
by remaining in the industry. Another 
reason for the greater output from the 
American operatives was undoubtedly 
the fact that they had far more food 
available than our operatives had. 

Mr. Farrow said that there were other 
factors contributing to greater output in 
the American building industry. The 
architectural profession was generally far 
more efficient and the jobs were always 
planned down to the last detail before 
the work was commenced, and the con- 
tractor was provided with detailed draw- 
ings and specification of the whole of the 
work beforehand. The job of the 
American architect was made easier be- 
cause he was not hamstrung by controls. 

Referring to the steps builders in this 
country could take, Mr. Farrow sug- 
gested: more care should be taken in 
the training of foremen and supervisors, 
and the costing systems in a number of 
cases could be improved; office organisa- 
tion in the majority of firms should be 
carefully examined—this was a field in 
which more mechanisation could be 
introduced. Employers should do more 
to encourage apprenticeship and he hoped 
that the British Apprenticeship Scheme 
would be much more flexible to enable 
boys to enter the industry after the age 
of 15. The ages of intake in America 
was 17-24. 

So far as site mechanisation was con- 
cerned, Mr. Farrow said that most of the 
machinery seen by the Team was.avail- 
able in this country but was used much 
more in the U.S.A. It was, therefore, up 
to employers to sell the idea of mechani- 
cal aids to: building to the operatives. 

In conclusion, Mr. Farrow said the 
building industry here must endeavour 
to capture some of the enthusiasm for 
doing the job as quickly and as cheaply 
as possible, as the Americans had,.. . 
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BUILDING PRODUCTIVITY 
American Team Meeting 
THe Hon. W. JOHN KENNEY, the Mini- 
ster in Charge of Economic Co-operation 
inistration Mission to the United 
saeco, has consented to speak at the 
= ic meeting at the Kingsway Hall, 
ndon, at 7 p.m., on June 9 next, at 
which members of the Building Industry’s 
Productivity Team will be reporting back 
to the industry. As head of the Mission 
which administers Marshall Aid in this 
country, Mr. Kenney’s presence at the 
meeting will be very welcome and the 
Building Industry will be glad that he is 
giving the industry practical recognition 
of the fact that it is doing all it can to 
increase productivity. 


the Minister of Works, will be taking 
the chair at the meeting, Mr. Richard 
Copock will initiated the discussion and 
Mr. R. R. Costain, President of the Lon- 
don Master Builders’ Association, will 
move the vote of thanks. Mr. Robert 
O. Lloyd, with Mr. Robert H. Matthew, 
A.R.L.B.A., and Mr. Frank W. Beazley, 
will address the meeting. 


FOREMEN IN LONDON 


Regional Council Set Up 


A REGIONAL CounciL of Builders’ Fore- 
men and Clerks of Works has been set up 
in London to co-ordinate the work of the 
London Builders’ Foremen’s Association, 
the London Association of Builders’ Fore- 
men and Clerks of Works and the Provi- 
dent Institution of Builders’ Foremen and 
Clerks of Works. . 

Mr, G. T. B. Winstanley, president of 
the L.B.F.A. has been elected chairman, 
with Mr. A. C. Taylor, of the Provident 
Institution as senior vice-chairman and 
Mr. R. Toogood, of the London Associa- 
tion, as junior vice-chairman. 

The L.M.B.A. has agreed to provide 
secretarial service for the Foremen’s 
Council, and Mr. R. E. Stenning, the 
secretary, is acting as secretary to the 
Council. A liaison committee has been 
formed between the Foremen’s Council 
and the L.M.B.A. 

To give the new Council a send-off, the 
presidents of the R.I.B.A. and_ the 
L.M.B.A. are giving a reception to all the 
members of the three associations form- 
ing the Council in the headquarters of the 
R.LB.A. on June 12 next. 


LONDON WORKING RULE 
AGREEMENT 


Issue of 1950 Edition 


THE 1950 Edition of the London Work- 
ing Rule Agreement has now been pub- 
lished by the London Regional Joint 
Committee, and copies are available from 
the Secretary of the London Master 
Builders’ Association and the Secretary 
of the National Federation of Building 
Trades Operatives (L.R.C.). 

This year’s edition contains a number 
of additions and amendments to last 
year’s edition, the most important of 
which are as follows: (a) The addition 
of supplementary rules for Woodworking 
Factories and Shops; (b) The amendment 
of the period of “Winter Working Hours” 
to “The first Monday in November to 
the first Monday in February”; (c) The 
addition of a provision for payment in 
respect of preparatory or finishing work 
on mechanical plant covered by Working 
Rule 3; (d) The addition of a provision 
for the supply of gloves (if necessary) 
to plumbers using “ Philplug”; (e) The 


tools as approved by the Regional Joint 
Committee. 


The Rt. Hon. R. R. Stokes, P.C., M.P., _ 
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View of the lift shaft. 
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Lift entrance. 


NEW LIFT FOR FLATS 


A NEW TYPE of experimental conversion 
in connection with a block of flats, was 
recently completed by Dr. Ronald Brad- 
bury, F.R.I.B.A., Liverpool City Architect 
and Housing Director. The block, which 
comprises 366 dwellings in five storeys, 
has had a four-passenger lift added which 


incorporates an automatic push-button 
fitted beyond the reach of children. 

The lift doors are of the sliding panel 
type and as-near as possible fool-proof. 
If the experiment proves to be successful 
it is proposed to build five further lifts of 
a similar type. 





UNEMPLOYMENT FEARED IN 
THE PAINTING TRADE 
Licensing Restrictions Blamed 


AT THE QUARTERLY MEETING of the 
Confederation of Painting and Decorating 
Trade Employers (representing the paint- 
ing trade of Great Britain), the 
representatives, in reviewing current 
tendencies, expressed concern at the 
possibility of considerable unemploy- 
ment arising in the trade as soon as the 
coming winter sets in. . 

Although the painting trade is embark- 
ing upon its normal summer activities, a 
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feeling of insecurity generally prevails so 
far as the immediate future is concerned. 
It is felt that the full impact of existing 
licensing restrictions, coupled with the 
curtailment of capital expenditure ordered 
by the Government, will, as soon as the 
present summer phase has been com- 
pleted, fall upon the trade. 

On the other hand, labour and 
materials are, and will continue to be, in 
good supply; indeed, a surplus of both 
now exists, but if full employment is to 
be maintained in this section of the 
building industry during the winter 
months, the appropriate authorities 
should, in the opinion of the Confedera- 
tion, look closely into the need for 
immediately relaxing present restrictions. 


R.L.B.A. FORM OF CONTRACT 
Survey Among Local Authorities 


A suRVEY recently. carried out by the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers among local authorities shows 
that by far the greater proportion of 
them are using the R.I.B.A. Standard 
Form of Contract. In view of the recom- 
mendation of the Working Party, con- 
tained in paragraph 102 of its Report, 
that the Standard Form, without varia- 
tions, should be used and the statement 
by the Minister of Health in the House 
of Commons, on May 11, that he was 
circularising local authorities calling 
attention to the need to use the Standard 
Form, the figures which resulted from 
the N.F.B.T.E. Survey are of consider- 
able interest. 

All local authorities in England and 
Wales were circularised) Of the 1,531 
authorities so circularised 1,278 replies 
were received, that is 83.4 per cent. Of 
these 1,278 replies, 1,178 local authori- 
ties, that is to say 92.2 per cent., signi- 
fied that they were using the R.IB.A. 
Form. 

Even were it to be assumed that those 
local authorities which have not com- 
pleted the form were not using the con- 
tract, the return would still show that 
77 per cent. of afl local authorities in 
England and Wales have adopted the 
Standard Form. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


The Late Captain A. H. Arnold. 

The death is announced of Captain 
A. H. Arnold, O.B.E., a member of the 
Board of the Limmer and Trinidad Lake 
Asphalt Co., Ltd. 


Change of Address. 

The Export Credits Guarantee Depart- 
ment of the Board of Trade announce the 
removal of their West London and West- 
ern district offices from Mayfair Court, 
Stratton-street, W., to Victory House, 
99/101, Regent-street, W.1. (Tel. Regent 
0682-3-4. Tel. add., Credexport Piccy.) 


Building Employment Figures. 

According to the latest figures published 
by the Ministry of Labour, the number 
of persons employed in the building and 
civil engineering industries at the end of 
March was 1,482,000. This figure is 
20,000 above that for the previous month 
re 15,000 below that for the middle of 
i 


Forged National Insurance Stamps. 

The Ministry of National Insurance 
state that a number of forged National 
Insurance stamps of the 9s. Id. value 
{man’s rate) are in circulation in various 
parts of the country, particularly in Lon- 
don, Birmingham, Brighton and Bristoi. 
Employers are warned against accepting 
offers of stamps from private individuals. 


Builders at Golf. 

At the spring meeting of the L.M.B.A. 
Golfing Society the president’s cup was 
won by Mr. R. R. Costain, with a score 
of 78 plus 2—80. The committee cup was 
won by Mr. H. Beaumont with a score of 
95 less 15—80. The meeting was at 
Walton Heath. 

A very successful spring meeting of the 
Building and Allied Trades Golfing 
Association, was held at the Berkshire 
Golf Club, on May 2, and the prize- 
winners (of 70 competitors) were:— 

Senior le wi 1, L. Trower, 83—10— 
73 net; T. J. Gough, 81—6—75 net. 
Junior ua. 1, R. Caroa, 89—14—75; 

, R. E. Beeson, 95—17—78 (won on last 


9 holes) and H. E. Hagenschow, 94—16—. 


78. Dyke Cup: L. Trower, 73 net. 
Scratch Prize: C. E. Hetherington, 74. 
Two-Ball Foursomes: 1, W. Warren and 
C. G. Stevens, all square; 2, P. Roger and 
M. Tout, 1 down. 


Building Apprenticeship Awards. 

The Eastern Federation of Building 
Trades Employers has decided to make 
annual awards to apprentices of ability in 
the Eastern Counties to encourage them 
in their training and enable them to pro- 
ceed further with their studies. This year, 
three awards of £25 will be made to an 
apprentice in each of the three areas (a) 
Norfolk, (b) Suffolk and Essex, (c) Beds, 
Herts, Cambs, Hunts, and Peterborough. 
The awards, which are not tied to any 
particular craft, will be made by the 
autumn term to enable the successful 
apprentices to continue their studies for 
the national certificate or other course 
approved by the Federation. 

The awards will be based on the results 
of the spring examination of the City and 
Guilds Craft Course or equivalent exam- 
ination. The recommendation of the 
master and the principal of the technical 
school will also be taken into account. 

Candidates for the awards, who must 
not have reached their nineteenth birth- 
day by January 1 last, can obtain appli- 
cation forms from the Eastern Federation 
Office, 95, Tenison-road, Cambridge. The 
completed forms must be sent in to the 
Director not later than May 31. 
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The Wells House, Hampstead. 

Messrs. Malcolm MacLeod and Co., 
Ltd., of Glen-road, Walthamstow, E.17, 
supplied the artificial stone and pre-cast 
concrete for the above contract, illus- 
trated in our May 5 issue. 


T. and C.P.A. Director. 


Mr. Russell W. Kerr, a 29-year-old 
Australian, has been appointed Director 
of the Town and Country Planning Asso- 
ciation in succession to Mr. Desmond 
Donnelly, M.P. for Pembrokeshire. 


Development of Building Plant. 


The Ministry of Works asks us to 
point out that the aggregate weight of 
material to be handled in the construc- 
tion of a pair of houses is 278 tons, not 
378 tons as given in Mr. K. G. H. Fryer’s 
article on “ The Development of Build- 
ing Plant” in the May 12 issue of The 
Builder. 


Clerks of Works Presentation. 


At the annual general meeting of the 
Institute of Clerks of Works held recently 
at the R.I.B.A., 66, Portland-place, 
London, W.1, a presentation of a tele- 
vision set was made to Mr. G. W. Har- 
ris, who for 20 years has been Editor of 
the Institute’s “ Journal.” The presenta- 
tion was made on behalf of the Institute 
by its President, Mr. L. T. Buckley. 


Training Courses in Concrete. 


A series of courses has been arranged 
beg the Cement and Concrete Association 

i training in certain new uses and 
po ications of concrete and the control 
and production of high-quality concrete. 
The courses are being held at the 
Association’s Training Centre at Wexham- 
place, Stoke Poges, Bucks, and are divi- 
ded into three types (a) prestressed con- 
crete, (b) surface treatment of concrete, 
and (c) high-quality concrete. They vary 
in duration from one day to 44 days and 
will commence from June 5 next. Further 
details, application forms, etc., can be ob- 
tained from the Association at 52, 
Grosvenor-gardens, London, S.W.1. 
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Cambs County Architect's Staff. 


The proposed addition of 18 to 
the staff of the County Architect’s Depart- 
ment, at a maximum total cost in 
salaries, etc., of £11,906, was approved by 
the Cambridgeshire County Council, 
recently. 

The 18 include seven senior assistant 
architects, five architectural assistants, 
four senior assistant quantity surveyors, 
One assistant building inspector and one 


typist. 


Cast Stone and Concrete Federation. 


The thirty-third annual general meet- 
ing of the Cast Stone and Concrete 
Federation was held recently, when the 
Chairman, Mr. F. Cornelius, in present- 
ing the Report and Accounts for 1949, 
stated that meetings of the Joint Co- 
ordinating Committee of the Cast Stone 
and Cast Concrete Products Industry had 
been attended by the Federation’s repre- 
sentatives; a programme of research with 
the Building Research Station is proceed- 
ing and the Federation is represented on 
the Joint Research Panel that controls 
this; developments in the manufacture 
of ‘prestressed concrete products have 
been given very careful attention and 
reports have been presented to the Coun- 
cil at each meeting; and that member- 
ship of the American Concrete Institute 
has enabled the Federation to keep its 
members informed on eo and 
experiences in the Wy, ¥ 


Grants to Local Authorities. 


The Minister of Town and Country 
Planning has issued the Town and Coun- 
try Planning (Grants) Amendment 
Regulation, 1950 (Statutory Instruments, 
1950, No. 706, price 1d.). These Regula- 
tions amend the Town and Country 
Planning (Grants) Regulations, 1959, 
which provide for the payment of 
exchequer grants to local authorities un- 
der the Town and Country Planning Act, 
1947. The Regulations substitute for the 
former requirement that negotiations and 
valuations for the acquisition of land and 
the settlement of compensation should be 
undertaken by the Valuation Office, a 
requirement that an estimate of the cost 
of the acquisition shall be obtained from 
the Valuation Office and that the amount 
of any compensation paid shall not exceed 
that certified as proper by the Valuation 
Office. The Regulations came into effect 
on May 4 last. 


NATIONAL INSURANCE AND 
T.A. TRAINING 


DurInG each week of annual training - 
with the Reserves, Territorjals or Aux- 
iliaries, the Service Department, it is 
announced, will pay the reservist’s main 
National: Insurance contribution, if the 
period of training covers the beginning 
of the week, and will make the necessary 
arrangements for doing this. 

The civilian employer remains liable 
for the Industrial Injuries contribution 
if he is continuing to pay salary or wages. 

Reservists are asked to make a note 
of their National Insurance number be- 
fore going on training as it will be re- 
quired by the Service authorities. They 
should leave theft National Insurance 
card with their civilian employer. If a 
civilian employer wishes, for his awn 
convenience, to pay the full National 
Insurance and Industrial Injuries contri- 
bution for his employee during training, 
he should provide the reservist with a 
written statement to that effect. The 
reservist must hand this statement to the 
Service authorities when he reports for 
training. 
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TRADE NEWS 


Showroom Exhibition. 

Coinciding with the Birmingham British 
Industries Fair, Messrs. J. Halden and 
Co., Ltd., are holding a special showroom 
exhibition at their Birmingham branch, 
31, Colmore-road, Birmingham. _ Dis- 
plays of drawing-office equipment, photo- 
copying equipment, sensitised photo 
materials and surveying instruments will 
be on view. 


Plastics Exhibition. 

British Celanese, Ltd., are at present 
holding an exhibition of “Celanese ” 
Plastics at Celanese House, Hanover- 
square, London, W.1. The exhibition, 
which is open until June 16, has, as its 
theme, the progress made in the applica- 
tion of plastics to various trades and 
industries. Of particular interest to archi- 
tects are the “Celastoid” extrusions— 


tubes, rods and sections—and their 
possibilities for use in the building 
industry. It is open from 10 a.m. to 


5 p.m. on Mondays to Fridays. 


Building Board Industry. 

For some time past the Building 
Boards Joint Committee has had under 
consideration the enlargement of its 
sphere of operation by extending its 
membership to embrace all branches of 
the Fibre Building Board Industry. The 
Joint Committee is now constituted as 
follows: The Building Board Manufac- 
turers’ Association of Great Britain, Ltd.; 
the Fibre Building Board Agents’ Asso- 
ciation, Ltd.; the Insulation, Building and 
Hard Board Association, Ltd.; the Wall- 
board Importers’, Distributors’ and 
Merchants’ Association of the United 
Kingdom. 

The B.B.J.C. by reason of its extended 
representation will, it is felt, be in a posi- 
tion to render greater services to the trade 
in all matters concerning building boards. 
All inquiries should be addressed to the 
Secretary, Meibourne House, Aldwych, 
W.C.2. Tel: Temple Bar 6278. 


ROAD BUILDING 


_ THE GREATEST ADVANCE in road build- 
ing in recent years has been in the use 
of soil as an engineering material. Good 
modern practice requires that the soil 
on the site of a new road must be 
examined, assessed, and, if necessary, 
brought by compaction or other means to 
the condition affording the greatest 
possible support to the proposed pave- 
ment. 

“Road Research Technical 
No. 17, The Compaction of Soil: 
Study of the Performance of Plant,” 
published on May 11, for the D.S.LR., 
by H.M.S.O., price 1s. 6d.. describes 
investigations intc the effectiveness of 
rollers and other types of soil-compacting 
machinery in compacting five typical 
British soils: a heavy clay, a silty clay, 
a sandy clay, a sand and a gravel-sand- 
clay. The investigations were carried out 
on a large circular covered track giving 
close control over the rolling and soil- 
moisture conditions. 

The report describes the performance 
of the different types of plant in rela- 
tion to the moisture tontent of the soil, 
the number of passes required to obtain a 
given degree of compaction and the 
thickness of the layer. This information 
is of fundamental importance in consider- 
ing how to obtain the greatest practical 
compaction with the least expenditure. 
The data should be of value not only in 
road construction but in relation to other 
civil engineering structures such as earth 
dams, levees and railway embankments. 
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NEW BUILDINGS 


Ayrshire.—The Corporation of Largs to erect 
housing scheme of 44 houses, ten of which 
are to be built in the centre of the town, flatted 
type for elderly persons, the Council’s Archi- 
tect being George Arkelson, Master of Works 
Office, Main-st., Largs. 

Bishopbriggs. "—Plans are to be prepared for 
a factory for Henry & Partners, Ltd., Auchen- 
airn-rd., to be erected at Colston-rd. -, and for 
which the architects are Symington & Blair, 
94, Hope-st., Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Blantyre.—Plans are to be prepared for ice 
cream factory, also new cafe, at The Glasgow- 
rd., for which the architects and quantity sur- 
nag are Alexander Cullen & Co., 92, Cadzow- 
st.. Hamilton 1. 

Edinburgh.—Corporation to erect on a site 
at Southhouse, at an estimated cost of £20,000, 
a primary school, for which the architect is 
A. G. Forgie (A.), Municipal-chbrs, Parliament- 
sq.. High-st., Edinburgh. 

Fifeshire.—C.C. to erect secondary school at 
Markinch, for which the architect is R. 
Lawson (F.), County Offices, St. Catherine’s-st.., 
Cupar, Fife. 

Glasgow.—Plans are to be prepared = 
William Kemp & Co.: (Refrigeration), Ltd., 
George-sq., alterations and additions at the 
works, Dundass and Cunningham-sts., for 
which the architects are Frank Burnet & 
Boston, 180, Hope-st., Glasgow, W.C.2.—Plans 
to be prepared for alterations and additions 
for Walker & Kirkhope, Ltd., to be carried 
out at 717 to 723, Great Western-rd., for which 
the architects are James Miller & Manson (A.), 
Ph West George-st., Blythswood-sq., Glasgow, 

Glasgow. —Plans are to be prepared for Catho- 
lic primary school in connection with the 
Toryglen housing scheme, and for which the 
architects are Robert J. Walker & Smith, 
Blythswood-sq., Douglas-st., Glasgow, W.C.2, 
and the quantity surveyors are W. H. Dunsmuir 
& Sons, 102, Bath-st., Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Glasgow.—Plans in ‘hand for additions at the 
Belvedere Hospital. Plans by Frank Burnet & 
Boston, 180, Hope-st., Glasgow. W.C.2. 

Greenock.—Plans to be prepared by their own 
staff and draughtsmen for a scheme of exten- 
sions, estimated at £24,000. which is to be con- 
structed at their Greenock foundry by Scott 
Shipbuilding & Engineering Co., Ltd., Main-st., 
Rue End, Greenock.—Plans to be prepared for 
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a scheme of 20 corporation houses to be erected 
at Larkfield, and for which the arehitect is 
R. L. Rankine (F.), Master of Works Office, 
Municipal-bldgs., Wallace-sq., Greenock. 

Newarthill.—Plans are in hand for the erection 
of 48 blocks of houses by the Scettish Special 
Mousing Association, Ltd., 15, Palmerston-pl., 
West End, Edinburgh. 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Pull details of Public Appointments open will 
he found in the Advertisement pages of this 
and previous iseues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not in- 
cluded in this list see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number, 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a he (t) 
denotes closing date for ae © name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be A 


BUILDING 
MAY 20. 
+*Peterborough City.—14 shops, 16 flats and 
branch kbrary, Central-ave., _Dogsthorpe/ 


Newark estate. F. J. Smith, City E. & 8. Dep. 
£2 2s. Tenders by June - 
MAY 
eae T.C.—40 -,. Sa Ditton-la. site. 
B.E. Dep. £5 5s. 


MAY 2 
+Bath T.C.—Erection of *itchen and dining- 
room accommodation at the City of Bath Girls’ 


School. Surveyor to the Education Committee, 
23, High-st., Bath. Dep. £2 2s. 
MAY 25. 


+*Surrey C.C.—New Secondary School, stage 1 
(hutted cecommodation), S Farnham- rd, Til- 
ford. County A. Dep. £2 


t*Surrey C.C.—New ee School at 
Pleasant-pl., Hersham, nr. Walton-on-Thames. 
County A., County pa — Dep. £2 2s. 


. 
AY 
t* Birmingham Tenet , at Ward 
End Hall estate, Washwood Heath rd. City E. 
& §., Civic Centre. Dep. £2 2: 
+*Hythe = an dwellings, et 
site. r. J. H. Girling, T.C. £3 3s. 
+Oakham U.D.C.—Erection Fa is houses and 
site development on a site off Burley-rd., Oak- 
ham. F. J. Lenton & Partners, 16, Broad-st., 
Stamford, Lines. 
MAY 2 


t*North Riding Pn Rl Joint Committee.— 
16 police houses at seven sites. County A., 
County Hall, Northallerton. Dep. £2 2. 
Tenders by June 19. 


MAY 29. 
+*Norfolk C.C.—Alterations and renovations 


- 15-17, Nelson-st., King’s Lynn. County A 
Thorpe-rd., Norwich. 
“wymonaham U.D.C.—Construction of 3 


booster station at Becketswell Bridge, Wymond- 
ham. W. Herbert Bateman & Partners, Halifax 
House, Bank ae —— Dep. £2 2s. 


Nantwich R.D.0. Precise on of ‘a houses at 


Shavington. H. Crabtree, E. ‘ uncil 
Offices, Stapley House, Stapley, * Nantwich. 
Cheshire. Dep. £2 2s. 

MAY 31. 


t*Cheshire C.C.—Seven new primary schools. 
E. Mainwaring Parkes, F., County — 
Chester. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by July 1 

*tForden R.D.C.—20 houses, Rn Pa 
Brian Cooper, F., Coleridge-chbrs., 177, Cor- 
poration-st., Birmingham, 4. Dep. £3 3s. 

Longbenton (Northumb.) U.D.C.—Erection of 
38 houses at Crossley-ter., Forest Hall. E. & 
S.. Council Offices, Forest Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Mansfield T.C.—14 aged persons’ eneniows 
A ——— B.E. & §., Carr Bank. 

“J 

Nairobi C.C.—Construction of the Sasumua 
Dam, South Kinangop, Kenya, and éertain 
ancillary works. Howard Humphreys & Sons, 
191, Victoria-st., Westminster, London, S.W.1. 

+*Norfolk £.C.—New schools, Burnham 
Market and Feltwell. W. O. Bell. Chief Educa- 
tion Officer, Education Offices, Stracey-rd., Nor- 
wich. Dep. £3 aes 


S44 
*Blackpool C.B. Be ‘of Double Bellman 
hangar, Old Stanley Park Aerodrome. A. §&. 
Hamilton, 

*Folkestone T.C.—Re-roofing 67 houses, Oan- 
terbury-rd. estate. E. L. Allman, B.E., West- 
ter. 

JUNE 2. 

t*East Suffolk C.C.—Extensions, Sir John 

Leman Grammar School, Beccles. E. J. Sim- 
cox. F., County A., Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Kingston-on-Thames T.C. and Malden and 
Coombe T.C.—Buildings on Kingsnympton Hall 
site, P cen ing Hill. H. E. Barrett. T.C., Malden 
and Coombe Municipal] Offices, New Malden. 
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Spilsby (Lincs) R.D.C.—Frection of (a) sx 
Arouses at Frithville, and (b) eight houses at 
‘Thorpe &8t. Peter. Wm. Saunders & Partners. 
architects, 24, Castle Gate, Newark-on-Trent. 
Dep. £3 3s. 

Wortley R.D.C.—Erection of s.x 
Wharneliffe Side housing estate. Husband & 
‘Co.. 388, Glossop-rd., Sheffield, 10. Dep. £2 2s. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne ©.C.—Erection of 6 
houses for police personne] in Heathdale-gdns., 
Newton Park estate. City A., 18, Cloth Market, 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 1. 

JUNE 3. 

Burnham-on-Crouch (Essex) U.D.C.—Erection 
of S houses and 5 pairs of bungalows on 
Orchard-rd. estate. S. Bragg, architect, 16, 
London-rd., Chelmsford. Dep. £2 2s. 

+*Newtown and Lianllwchaiarn U.D.C.—38 


houses on 


houses at site ‘B.”’ Plantation-la. Walter B. 
Bond, F.R.LCS., Colmere-chbrs., 3, Newhall- 
st., Birmingham, 3 


JUNE 5. 
*Bootle C.B.—106 dwellings ( 
acre site near Ford Station. B.S. 
e@acii. 
Pewsey L eee, ae. .C.—Erection of 4 houses 


3 schemes), 28- 
S. Dep. £2 2s. 


at Milto mothy, E. & S., Council 
Offices, Beeess. Dep. £2 2s. 
JUNE 6. 

*Hampshire C.C.—Conversion of Coldharbour 


Wood, Rake, Sussex, into old people’s home. 


R. Carter, A, Lyndum House, High-st., Peters- 
field. Dep. £1 Is. 

JUNE 7. 
*Birkenhead C.B.—Junior school. Laird-st. 


Herbert J. . Martin’s Bank-bldgs , 
Liverpool, 2. Dep. £2 2s. 

Ploughley R.D.C.—Site works and erection of 
» dwellings at Bletchingden (two contracts). 


W. Martin, A.I.AS., E. & S., Waverley 
House, Bicester, Oxon. Dep. £4. 
t*Wiltshire ©.C.—Secondary modern school, 


Shurnhold, Melksham. F.1I. Bowden, F., County 


A., Trowbridge. Tenders in by July 1 
8. 


“Berkshire C©.C.—Hutted classrooms, King 
Alfred’s Grammar Schoo], Wantage. County A., 
ne House, Parkside-rd., Reading. Dep. 


Newcastle- -upon-T yne 6.0.—Erection of (a) 
9 aged persons’ dwellings in Ashdown-way, 
on unit No. 3 of the Longbenton estate; (b) 
7 aged persons’ dwellings” in Lennoxpl., on 
unit No. 3 of the Longbenton estate; (c) 12 
shops with maisonette flats over on section 
“4” of the Montagu housing estate. a A.. 
£8, Cloth Market, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 1 


“Dagenham B.C.—54 flats at Whalebone-la., 
South. B.E. & S., Civic Centre. Dep. £3 3s. 
UNE 


J 
South Shields T.C.—Erection of 60 houses at 


Simonside development area. Boro’ E., Town 
Hall. South Shiélds. Lg £2 2s. 
JUNE 12. 
*Cheimsford R.D.C.—32 houses with road 
works, etc., at Writtle. Estates Manager 
(Room 26), R.D.C. Offices, New London-rd. 
Dep. £2 


*York T.C.—One block of 30 flats at Naviga- 


tion-rd. ©. | ea City E. & Architect, 
Guildhall. Dep. 
i one 15, 
+*Portsmouth T.C.—(a) 86 houses at Leigh 
Park (contract No. 10); (b) 54 flats at Pauls- 
grove. City A., 1, Western-parade. Dep. £3 3s. 
JUNE 19, 
*Ipswich C.B.—Hostel for aged persons, 
Castle Hill. B.E. & S. Dep. £3 3s. 


“Sawbridgeworth U.D.C.—Five pairs of houses 
and 2 pairs of bungalows. H. G. Campion, C. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
JUNE 21, 
“Hastings C.B.— Erection of Secondary 
Modern Sc Shool at Red Lake. B.E. & S., 37, 


Wellington-sq. Dep. £5 5s. 


JUNE 23. 
*Bournemouth age ony houses in 3 
contracts. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2 
*Gamberwell B.C.—17 flats ‘and ‘12 maisonettes 
at Site 45 (Barry-rd.). B.E. & S. (Room 11), 
Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
JUNE 26. 


*Fareham U.D.C.—Seven pairs of houses, Iso- 
lation — site. E. & S., Westbury Manor. 
Dep. £2 2s 

“Fareham U.D.C.—92 
Park housing site. E. 


Dep. £2 2s 
NO DATE. 

*Croydon C.B.—Three groups of 47, 89 and 
104 houses at New Addington estate (separate 
tenders). B.E., Town Hall. £3 3s. 

*Guildford B.C.—Alterations and additions to 
municipal offices and 201, High-st. B.E. Dep. 


2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATENBAES, ETC. 


dwellings, Fareham 
& §S., Westbury Manor. 


MAY 
tisle of Ely C.C. _Mectrie a installation in the 
first and major instalment.of the sec. mod 
schoo! at Whittlesey. County A.. County Hall. 
March. Dep. £2 2s. 
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*“*THE BUILDER” PRICES 


LEAD 

The Ministry of Supply announces that the 
price of good soft pig lead has increased by £4, 
from £92 to £96 per ton, delivered with effect 
from May 12. 

LEAD PRODUCTS. 

Following the increase to £96 per ton in the 
Government-controlled price of lead, as an- 
nounced by the Ministry of Supply, the 
Associated Lead Manufacturers, Ltd., have 
announced new basic prices of their lead pro- 
ducts, which became effective on May 12 last. 


New 
Basis Price, 

per ton 

re 
Genuine English dry white lead 

(Basis in 1 x 8 cwt. cask) ... 123 10 
Genuine ground English white lead 

(Basis in 1 x 5 cwt. cask) .. 143 0 
Genuine refined English red lead 

(Basis in 1 x 5 cwt. cask) .. 114 5 
Genuine English powdered litharge 

(Basis in 1 x 5 cwt. cask) . 114 5 
Genuine refined English red lead 
= in oil (Basis in 1 x 5 cwt. 

a ‘ ave  SOGLES 


English sheet lead 

(Basis for 2- _ lots) aed ow SESE 
— lead p 

(Basis for Lad lots) 
English lead shot 

(Basis for 1-ton lots) a 

BRASS TUBES 

The Brass and Copper: Tube Association 
announce that in consequence of the increase 
in the controlled price of zinc which came into 
operation on May 2, the basis price of brass 
tubes has been increased by 4d. per Ib. to 163d. 
per lb. The list prices of brass and aluminium 
brass ferrules have also been increased by $d. 
per lb. 

In consequence of the increase in the controlled 
price of zinc which came into operation on 
May 10, the Brass and Copper Tube Association 
announce that the basis price of brass tubes is 
increased by 4d. per Ib. to 16gd. per Ib. The list 
prices of brass and aluminium brass ferrules 
are also increased by $d. per Ib. 


a 
wuio 











MAY 31. 
t*Folkestone T.C.—Installation of hot-water 
system in 68 houses, Biggins Wood site. 


Dep. £1 1s. Tenders by June 14. 
t+*Folkestone T.C.—Electrical wiring of 68 
houses, Biggins Wood site. B.E. Dep. £1 1s 


Tenders by June 14. 
JUNE 3. 
*Leyton T.C.—Hot water heating system, pro- 
, oe greenhouses, Oliver-rd. nursery. B.E 
& §. 
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JUNE 5. 

Irlam U.D.C.—External painting of 59 council 
houses on Higher Irlam estate. Edwin Shaw, 
BSc., E. & S., Council Offices, Irlam. Dep. 
£1 1s. 

ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
MAY 29. 

Bletchley U.D.C.—Surface dressing of road- 
ways. R. Sherwood, C., County Offices, 
Bletchley 

Harrow U.D.C.—Making- 7. of two roads. 
H. W. AB ng F.R.I.C.S & S., Council 
Offices, Uxbridge-rd., ann ag “Middlesex (two 
contracts). Dep. £2 each contract. 

MAY 30. 

Ebbw Vale U.D.C.—Construction of roads, 
storm-water drains and sewers on housing - 
No. 16, Tredegar-rd. J. L. Thomas, L.R.1.B. 
council’s architect, Council Offices, The Walk: 
Ebbw Vale, Mon. Dep. £3 3s. 

MAY 31, 

Felling U.D.C.—Surface dressing of approx. 
28,000 sq. yds. of roads within the urban dis- 
trict. Surveyor, Council- bldgs., Felling, tes- 
head, 10 


JUNE 1. 
Chertsey U.D.C. Bo -up of two roads. E. 
& S., Council Offices, Chertsey. Dep. £1 ls. 
t*Isle of Ely C.Cc C.—Re- surfacing playgrounds 
of 14 schools. R. D. Robson, A., County Archi- 
tect, March. Dep. £2 2s. 


JUNE 2. 
Cookham R.D.C.—Construction of sewers, 
manholes, pumping station, etc., at ro 
Park, White Waltham. Howard, Humphreys & 


Sons, consultant engineers, Victoria Station 
House, 191, Victoria-st., London, S.W.1. Dep. 
£3 3s. 

JUNE 3. 
Leicester T.C.—Road and sewer works on 
Eyres Monsell estate. City S., Town Hall, 
Leicester. Dep. £1 1s. 


JUNE 5. 

Market Harborough R.D.C.—Main drainage in 
the parishes of Smeeton Westerby, Kibworth 
Beauchamp and Kibworth Harcourt. 
Everard, Keay and Gimson, 6, Millstone- la. 
Leicester. Dep. £2 2s. 


Penge U.D.C.—Resurfacing of parts of 
Croydon-rd. hE. & S., Town Hal), Anerley-rd., 
S.E.20. Dep. £2 2s. 


-Laying of asbestos 


Saffron Walden R&.D.C.- 
& §., Council Offices, 


cement water mains. E. 


Debden-rd., Saffron Walden, Essex. Dep. £1 

omy +f T.C. —Making-up of Monkmoor- 
ave. Boro’ The Guildhall], Shrewsbury. Dep. 
£2 2 


JUNE 6. pos. 
New Sarum T.C.—Surface dressing with either 
tar or bitumen of approx. 96,000 sq. yds. of 


carriageways within the city, City E., The 
Counci] House, Bourne Hill, Salisbury. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

JUNE 7. 

“Billericay U.D.C.—Site preparation —_ on 
permanent housing site (Part . %S. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

JUNE 10. 


“Melksham U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at 
Woodrow Park estate. D. H. McKerchar, 
(.M.L.C.E., E., Architect & S., Town Hall. Dep. 
E>, ie 3 

JUNE 12, 

Lutterworth R.D.C.—Constriction of a r.c. 
service reservoir, extension of a pumping station 
and the laying and jointing of about 12 miles 
of — mains. Pick, Everard, Keay & 
Gimson. 6, Millstone-la., Leicester. Dep. £2 2s. 

iontug C.B.—Construction of a pumping 
station at Southcote and asbestos cement rising 
main with incidental works. Howard Hum- 
phrevs & Sons, 34, King’s-rd., Reading. Dep. 
£3 3s. 

West Bromwich C©.B.—Construction of roads 
and sewers on Yew Tree Farm housing estate. 
B.E. & S., Town Hall, West Bromwich. Dep. 
Et Is. 

West Bromwich C.B.—Completion of roads 
and footpaths on Hateley Heath estate No. 2. 
B.E. & S., Town Hall, West Bromwich. Dep. 


£1 Is. 
JUNE 1 i 
Forden et Teanetion of pumping 
station, elevated water tank and incidental 


A. H. 8. Waters, 


works—Berriew water supply. , H. 
Birmingham, 2. 


M.Inst.C.E., 25, Temple-row, 
Dep. £3 3s. 

JUNE 28, 

Rimrose Brook Joint Sewerage Board.—Erec- 

tion of a pumping station, etc. Harold Parting- 

ton, C., Town Hall, Bootle, Liverpool. 20. Dep. 


£10 10s. 

JULY 17. 
Sodbury R.D.€.—Construction of sewers, 
mains with manholes, pumping station, etc. 


J. D. and D. M. Watson, MM.L.C.E., engineers, 
18. Queen Anne’s Gate, Westminster, S.W.1. 
Dep. £19 10s. 
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GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


Bermondsey.—ALTERATIONS.—Stock, Page and 
Stock, architects and surveyors, 96, Pitfield-st., 
N.1, have prepared plans for alterations at 
Surrey Commercia] Wharf, Rotherhithe-st. 

Dagenham.—Lanp ror Hovusine.—B.C. are to 
acquire from Essex C.C. land at Eastern-ave., 
Chadwell Heath, for housing purposes. 

Dagenham. — We.rare Bui_pinc. — Southern 
—* Telephone Cables, Ltd., Dagenham 

ock, are to erect a welfare and first-aid 
buiding at Chequers-la. 

Hammersmith.— —RIVER Pirr.—Port of London 
Authority are to build a pier for Thames water- 
buses at est. cost of £14,920. Plans by En- 
gineers’ Dept., Trinify-sq., E.C.3. 

Leyton.—AtTeraTions—Mr. A. E. Hinton, 
J.P., 57, Lyndhurst-dr., E.10, proposes altera- 
tions to factory at 483, Lea Bridge-rd. 

Leyton.—Dwe.iincs.—Boro’ A.’s Dept. has 
prepared plans for 15 dwellings as first stage cf 
scheme at Ellingham-rd. 

Leyton. — Extension. — Bunn, Groves and 
Harris, quantity surveyors, 30, Sun-st., E.€.2, 
are to prepare plans for engineering repair 
shop extension at 145, Harrow-rd., E.11, for 
Denver Motors. 

Leyton.—Factory Extension.—Aslan and Free- 
man, architects, 90, Lower Thames-st., E.C.3, 
have prepared plans for 2-storey | factory 
— at Flempton-rd., E.10, for I. Israel, 


Wandsworth.—CoMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT. 
L.C.C. proposes development of extensive area 
bordering Putney Heath by erection of over 
1,200 dwellings, health contre, school, library, 
shopping centre and licensed premises, etc 

Wembley. — AssemBLy Hatt. — Nicholson 
Graham and Jones, solicitors, 19, Moorgate. 
E.C.2, seek permission on behalf of Trustees of 
Wembley and District Jewish Congregation, to 
erect an assembly hall at Blackbird-hill junc- 
tion with Birchen-gr. 

Wembley.—Houses.—George Wimpey & Co., 
Ltd., propose 30 houses on following sites : 84-94. 
Beverley dns., 14-28, Alverstone-rd., 21-51 and 
8-18, Eas ill, and at Barn-rise. 

Wembley.—Worxsnop.—Done Hunter & Co.., 
surveyors, 1, Cricklewood-bdwy., N.W.2, have 
prepared ‘plans for garage workshop at Camp- 
bell Symonds’ Garage, Wembley Park-dr. 

Wembliey.—Snors anp Fiats.—Ten shops with 
20 flats above are proposed at Church-la. and 


Wood-la, junction by Marrable_ Bros., con- 
tractors, 60, Pretoria-rd., E.11. No plans have 
yet been formulated. 

Wembiey.—Orrices.—R. H. Powis. Lid., 


public works contrs., 13, Neeld-parade, Wembley 
Hill-rd., are to build 'a-storey offices building 
at their premises. 

Wembley.—Cuurcn Hatit.—Guy Biscoe, sur- 
veyor, 11, Duke-st., W.1, has prepared plans for 
a church hall at Carlton-ave. West, junction 
with Watford-rd. 

Wembley.—Maisonettes.—New Ideal Home- 
steads, Ltd., propose to build 4 maisonettes at 
Bridgewater-rd. Surveyors’ Dept., 69, High-st.. 


Epsom. 
(PROVINCIAL) 


Accrington.—B.C. suggested to M.O.H. carry- 
ing out joint scheme as single contract with 
John Laing & Son, Ltd., for 180 houses at 
Dill Hall-la. site. 

Ashton-under-Lyne.—B.C. propose 100 houses 
to complete Crowhill stte 

Bangor.—Welsh Regional Hospital Board ap- 
proved site at Llandegai for new 500-bed hos- 
ee. at £lm. ‘Architect to Board, D. G. 

alton. 


Bedworth.—U.D.C. propose further 26 houses. 
Surveyor, N. D. Martin. 

Belper.—R.D.C. proposed 30 houses at Bull- 
ings-la. site. 

Belper (Derbys).—Extensions to garage of 
Trent Motor Traction Co., Ltd., Derby. Archi- 
tects, Thorpe & Partners, St. James-st., Derby. 

Blackburn.—T.C. propose new neighbourhood 
unit of 1,000 dwellings at Shadsworth. Plans 
by Engineer, W. Pickstone. 

Biackpool.—T.C. seek loans of £14,033 for 14 
houses at Mereside. 

Bolton.—B.C. approved plans for: Alterations 
at Royal Oak Hotel, Kay-st., for Magee Mar- 
shall and Co., Ltd:—Covered loading bay, Not- 
= ham-st., for Southern Bros. —Weighbridge 

offices at Springfield Works, for Wolsten- 
veer Bronze Powders, Ltd. Architects, Brad- 


shaw ss and Hope, Bolton.—Submitted to 
M.o.H. ae ae 320 houses and 118 houses 
at Dadbury 


Brierley at * 0. propose bungalows for 
aged at Bath-rd., Quarry Bank 
Burniey.—T.C. to prepare final plans for 
adaptation of “Springfield House” as 
children’s home.—To invite tenders for 38 houses 
on Brunshaw estate——Boro’ S. to submit report 
on scheme for new central transport depot. 
Cheshire.—C.C. prepare amended scheme 


for adaptation of ‘“ Smallpox Hospital,” Mot- 
tram Old-rd., 
Appreved scheme for adaptation of 
ouse” at £8,500—Seek approval 
ambulance stations at Crewe and Sale. 


Hyde, as occupational centre.— 
* Newton 
for two 
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_ Chester.—T.C. to negotiate with Thos. Warr- 
ington & Sons, Ltd., Park-dr., Hoole, for 52 
houses at Blacon.—T.C. propose attested cattle 
market sale ring and alterations to existing 
buildings at Cattle Market at £8,200. 
Colwyn Bay.—T.C. to invite tenders for houses 
at Albert-rd. site, Old Colwyn. 
Coven’ rie syewe hursery at Monks 
Park. City A., D. E. Gibson. 
Cumberland.—E.C. Oe wo to carry out 
£10,200 scheme for development in Wigton 
Baths.—Propose extensions to Wigton jun. sch. 
ington.—E.C. approved plans for pro- 
posed high school for girls at Hummersknott, 
at £255,000. E. A. Tornbohm, Central-bidgs.. 
Darlington, is Boro’ A. 
erby.—Messrs. Bemrose & Sons, Ltd., pro- 
pose erection of several new buildings. 
Derbyshire.—C.C. propose phase 1 of Tech. 
College at Chesterfield. County A., F. H. Cross- 


ley, Derby. ; 
propose memoria] hall at 


Dove Holes.—P.C. 
£5,000. 
Durham.—British Celanese Co., Ltd., have 
selected site at Lintzford 10 miles from New- 
castle for large factory. Architect. J. H. 
Napper, 56, Eldon-pl., Newcastle. 
D 


urham.—Miners’ canteens are to be built 
at South Hetton and Ryhope collieries. Plans 
by  gamacal Welfare Dept., Saville-row, New- 
castle. 


Durham.—C.C. approved in principle use of 
site at South-rd. Cemetery for a crematorium, 
to cost about £10,000. Scheme will be carried 
out jointly by several local authorities. W. J. 
Greene, City E. 

Flintshire. —Clwyd and Deeside Hospital 
Management Comm. approved reconstruction 
of Rhyll Isolation Hospital, Towyn. 

Halifax.—T.C. approved scheme for bus 
station at Cross Field at £20/£25,000 

oe —R.D.C. propose 28 houses at Billy- 

Wadsworth. 


ge hall at Newborough is to 


be rebuilt and enlarged. Architects, W. Dixon 
& Sons, 1, neon ae Newcastle. 
Irthlingborough.— propose swimming 


pool for <7 etival e Britain. 

Lancs.—E.C. approved plans and estimates 
for Urmston, Flixton, County Sec. Boys’ 
Sch. (£149,286) ; Stretford High Sch. for Girls 
(£145,045); Lancaster The Marsh County Sch. 
(£%,185); Phase 2 of extensions at Crosby 
Junior and Infants’ County Sch. (£29,980). 
Architects, Westwood, Sons and Harrison, Lon- 
don.—Phase 2 of Huyton-with-Roby The Sylves- 
ter County Sch. (£42,500). | Architects, West- 
wood, Sons and Harrison.—Two classrooms at 
Middleton Alkington County Sch. Architects, 
Howard and Benson, 88, Mosley-st., Mer.— 
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Plans for remainder by County A., G. Noe} 
Hill, Preston. 

Leeds.—Regional Hospital Board propose de- 
— and enlargement of Seacroft Hos- 


Longbenton.—A. E. Sweetman, U.D.C. Sur- 


veyor, has prepared plans for 76 houses in 
Crossley-ter., Forest Hall. Contracts will be 
let shortly. 


Macclesfield.—C. of E. Diocesan Authorities 
propose church-cum-hall at Ivy-rd. estate at 

Hanseeeter—F00. Propose 30 houses and 16 
cottage flats at Cornish-way, Ellenbrook-rd. and 
Ravenscarr-cres., Northen Etchells ; 107 houses 
and 50 cottage flats (Scheme 101) at Woodhouse 
Park and Moss Nook neighbourhoods ; 8 houses 
and 32 cottage flats at Cornish-way and Port- 
way; 38 houses and 16 cottage flats at Cornish- 
way; 79 houses and 3 cottage flats at Walking- 
way and 38 lock-up shops; 38 maisonettes and 
38 garages at Portway. All at house 
Park and Moss Nook neighbourhoods, Northen 
Etchells. 

Also seek loans of £36,490 for erection of 
aged persons’ hostel at Broadway and Nut- 
hurst-rd., Moston, and £86,230 for Oldwood 
Prim. Sch., Woodhouse Park neighbourhood, 
Northen Etchells. 

Manchester.—Blond Bros., North-st. Works, 
Cheetham, propose office and warehouse at 17- 
23, Cheetham-st., Cheetham.—Mellways, Ltd., 
propose six houses at Woodburn-rd., Northen- 
den. Architect, H. Hankinson, 3, The Downs, 
Altrincham.—J. Lee and Co. (Wearlee), Ltd., 
Longley-la., Northenden, proposed extensions 
to factory. Architect, H. Brocklehurst, 10, Nor- 
folk-st., Manchester.—J. H. Smith (Hale), Ltd., 
propose 21 flats at Barlow Moor-rd, and Holme- 
rd.. Didsbury. Architects, Cooper and Groom, 
King-st., Manchester. 

Baxendale and Co., Ltd., propose rebuilding 
of warehouse and offices at Miller-st. and 
Dantzic-st. Architect, A. Roland Walsingham, 
32, Deansgate. —British Parachute Co., Ltd.. 
propose extensions tc factory at Portugal- st. 
East and Fletcher-st., Ancoats. Architect’s 
Devt. Littlewoods M.O.S., Ltd., 49a, Derby- 
la., Old Swan, Liverpool.—% houses at Schools- 
rd.. St. George’s-rd., Dobbington-rd., West-av. 
and Rectory-rd., Gorton, for Louis Chevalien. 
Architect, A. A. G. Toone, 37, Princess-st., 


Manchester. 

Church at Wilbraham-rd. and Egerton-rd. 
South, Chorlton-cum-Hardy. Architect, Thos. 
Rewe, 7, Parsonage-rd., Heaton Moor.—Varley 
Estates, Ltd., propose 24 shops and 19 flats, 
Palatine-rd., Lingard-rd. and Heyridge-dr., 
Northenden. Architect, H. Hankinson, 3, The 


Downs, Altrincham. 
Meriden.—R.D.C. propose 52 houses at Fillong- 
ley-rd., Meriden, and six shops at Arley. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—A new factory to be built 
for Essen, Ltd., City-rd. Architects, W. 
Taylor & Son, Gallowgate, Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. —Alterations to be made 
to premises of Firestone Tyre and Rubber Co., 
Ltd., Westgate-rd. Architect, W. J. Smith, 1, 
Granville-rd., Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—M. of E. approved in 
principle site at East Denton for R.C. sec. 
tech. school, for E.C. City A. (George Kenyon), 
18, Cloth Market, Newcastle-on-Tyne, to _pre- 
pare sketch plans for new college of technology. 
Northumberland-rd. — Neweastle-on-Tyne_ Re- 
gional Hospital Board has appointed Rider 
Hunt and Partners, ‘Bridge House, Queen Vic- 
toria-st., London, E.C.4. as quantity surveyors 
for proposed pathological institute and_regional 
blood transfusion centre at General Hospital. 
Architects are Scherrer and Hicks, Harcourt 
House, Cavendish-sq., London, W.1, and the 
consultants Griffiths and Son, Kinders, Brom- 
borough, Cheshire. Scheme will cost about 
£180,000. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. — Plans in hand for 110 
“luxury ” flats, Hindhaugh-st. City A.: G. 
Kenyon, 18, Cloth Market, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme.—B.C. approved plans 
for:—Conversion of farm building to chapel at 
Clayton (Architect, A. P. Levatt, King-st.) ; 
foundry extension at Longhope for Jesshope, 
Ltd.; extension to showrooms and office accom- 
modation at Hassell-st. for Carryer Bros., Ltd. ; 
garage, fitting shop and stores ‘at Goose-st. for 
Midlands Electricity Brd.; foundry at Holditch 


for J. T. Price & Co., Lid. (architects, Wood. 
Goldstraw & Yorath, Victoria-chbrs., Station- 
rd., Tunstall.” 

Northants.—E.C. approved infants’ sch. at 


Corby at £43,330: Tennyson-rd. County Mod. 
Sch., Rushden (£82,000) ; and phase 1 of Ketter- 
ing Tech. Institute (£152,710). All in 1960 pro- 
gramme. 
Northwich.—_R.D.C. approved site for welfare 
centre at Barnton for C.C. : 
Oldham.—B.C. propose occupational centre at 
Cardwell-st. site at £23,500; propose slipper 
baths on disused site of Central Baths. 
Approved plans for:—Alterations to form 
office and extension to factory at Cromford-st. 
for Oldham Tyre Cord Co., Ltd.; extension to 
factory, Ogden-st., for Armitage Units, Ltd. 
Otley.—T.C. propose early start on 160 honses 


at. Weston-la. 
(Worcs).—R.D.C. seek 


Pershore loan of 
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£59,600 for 43 houses at Abbey Grounds estate. 

Rotherham.—B.C. approved plans for :—Indus- 
trial building at Gin House-la. for James Wil- 
kinson & Son, Ltd.; extensions at Fullerton-rd. 
for London & Scandinavian Metallurgical Co., 
Ltd. ; cellulosing shops at Sheffield-rd. for West 
Riding Motor Co. (Rotherham), Ltd.; instru- 
ment repair works at Sheffield-rd. for Steel, 
Peech & Tozer, Ltd. 

Rotherham.—R.D.C. to negotiate contracts for 
160 houses. Architects, Taylor, Knight & Co., 
All Saints’-sq., College-st., Rotherham. 

Salford.—W atch Com. propose 18 police houses 
(various sites) at £27,000.—B.E:A. propose gas 
turbine generating plant at Trafford Park.— 
Winterbettom Book Cloth Co., Ltd., propose re- 
building war-damaged works at Liverpool-st. 
and St. Luke’s-rd., Pendleton. 

Southport.—T.C. seek loan of £69,679 for 60 
houses at Heathfield-rd. site. 

Wallasey.—B.C. propose negotiation of hous- 
ing contracts as follows:—22 houses. R. J. 
Barton & Sons, Ltd., Lingham-la.. Moreton; 
3% flats and 6 bungalows, Lioyd & Cross, Ltd., 
68, Argyle-st., Birkenhead; 40 flats and maison- 
ettes, Wm. Thornton & Sons, Ltd., 38, Welling- 
ton-rd., Liverpool. $ 

Fight houses, C. G. Davies & Sons, St. Olaf, 
Redeville-gr., Moreton; 18 houses, S. Burrows & 
Sons, Ltd., Hoylake-rd., Moreton ; 8 houses, Thos. 
Rule. Cobham-rd., Moreton; 14 houses, J. B. 
Johnson & Co., Ltd., 180a, Wheatland-la., 
Wallasay. Boro’ A., P. Clayton, A.R.I.B.A. 

Wallsend.—T.C. approved ‘layout plans by 
Boro’ E. (G. N. Teasdale) for Low Willington 
Farm estate. Scheme includes six-storeyed flats 
for 384 families and three-storeyed flats for 216 
families. T.C. considering appointment of pri- 
vate architect to prepare plans. — 

Washington.—U.D.C. has received approval 
for new council offices. Est. cost_ £15,000. Plans 
by E. M. Lawson, Barras-bldgs., Barras Bridge, 
Newcastle. sles 

West Riding.—E.C. approved 1950 building 
programme as follows:—Brighouse, Crow Nest 


(£52,360; starting date, December); Cleck- 
heaton, Hightown (£59,840; July); Elland 
(£44,880: November); Coine Valley Sec 


(£272,000; December) ; Ecclesfield Sec. (£120,000 ; 


November); Ackworth Sec. (£30,400; Novem- 
ber); Skipton, Horse-cl. (£52,360; July) ; Aston 
(£52,360, October) ; Castleford. Airedale 
(£89,760; October); Horsforth (£52,360; Octo- 


ber). . 
Tikley (£29,920: October): Keighley, Bracken- 
bank (£59,840; October); Rossington , (£44,880; 


September); Stanley _Wrenthorpe (£22,440; 
November): Sowerby Bridge (£52,360; Octo- 
ber): Remington-rd. Sec. (£133,960: comple- 


tion): Heckmondwike, Dale-la. (£22,440: July): 
Mickletown (£44,880: December): Wath-on- 
Dearne, Park-rd. (£59,840); December) ; Conis- 
brough, Morley-pl. (£44,880; December) ; Wood- 
house Grammar (adaptations) (£15,900 ; 
August). County A., H. Bennett, F.R.I.B.A., 
County Hall. Wakefield. : 
Whaley Bridge.—U.D.C. to erect 14 houses. 
Wolverhampton.—E.C. propose new prim. sch. 
at Stow Heath-la. W. M. Law, Boro’ E. 
Worcs.—E.C. 1951 programme includes new 
prim. sch. at Charford, Bromsgrove.—Approved 
estimate of £58,075 for new school at Lickey 
(1950 programme). County A.. E. C. Lomas. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 


Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
Departments. 

Alnwick.—Erection of 24 houses, for U.D.C. 

G. Beaty. Surveyor: *J. Sample, Woodlands, 


Warkworth. Northumberland, £28,600. 

Aycliffe (Co. Durham).—<Alterations and adap- 
tations at Messrs. Block & Anderson’s factory: 
*William Moss & Sons, Ltd.. Scotswood-rd., 
Newcastle. 

Aycliffe Development Corporation.—85 houses 
at Clarence Farm East, Contract No. 21. A. W. 
Thomas, General Manager, Simpasture, Newton 
Aycliffe. Co. Durham: *Bell & Ridley. 79a, 
North-rd., Durham (47 houses), £73,299; *M. J. 
Liddell & Son. 36, Great North-rd., Newcastle- 
on-Tyne 2 (45 houses), £69.775. 

Blackburn.—Additional classrooms at Intack 
County Junior School: *J. Woof Cronshaw & 
Sons, Ltd., Pump-st., Blackburn. 

Blackpool.—52 houses at Mereside, for B.C.: 
*W. R. Ward & Co., 293, Whitegate-dr., Black- 
pool, £69,811. 

Bolton.—-Two shops and four maisonettes at 
Snow Hil] estate: *A. E. Winder & Son, £5,996; 
16 houses and four maisonettes at Quebec-st. 
and Deane-rd.: *J. Gaffney & Son, £19,650. 

Bradford.—Four houses. Crestville-rd.. for 
T.C.: *E. Ambler, Clayton Joinery Works, 
Clayton, £5,250. 

British Railways (London Midland Region).— 
New railway contracts placed by L.M.R.:— 
Demolition & Construction Co.. Ltd., 3, St. 
James-sq., S.W.1, for removal of existing tim- 
ber ramps and construction of new reinforced 
concrete ramp and new steel. sheet piling to 
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river wall at Kirkstall, and for scaffolding, 
safety sheets, etc., to roofs and temporary 
coverings to buildings on platforms Nos. 12 to 
15 at Euston Station. 

L. Fairclough, Ltd., Adlington, for recon- 
struction of superstructure of bridge carrying 
road A.50 over the railway at Tean Halt, 
Cheadle, for the Ministry of Transport. , 
Freer, Ltd., 36-40, Wellington-st., Leicester, 
for central heating and hot-water services at 
Peterborough-crescent carriage and wagon re- 
pair shops. T. Wrigley, Ltd., 290, Corn Ex- 
change-bldgs., Manchester, for reconstruction 
of bridge carrying Stamford-st., Ashton, over 
the railway, for the Lancashire C.C., and for 
reconstruction of bridge carrying the railway 
over Milking-la. at Darwen. 

W. H. Heywood & Co., Ltd., Bayhall Works. 
Huddersiield, for supplying and fixing patent 
aluminium roof glazing and flexible reinforced 
bitumen flashings at Rhyl carriage shed. Carter- 
Horseley (Engineers), Ltd., Merchant-la., Wad- 
don, Surrey, for renewal of roof coverings and 
asbestos decking at Kentish Town passenger 
station. 

Caernarvon.—New attested 
*A. Salisbury, Caernarvon, 
Brown, Caernarvon. 

Cheadle (Staffs). 


cattle market 
and McKenzie «& 


Houses for R.D.C. Eight 
at Werrington, two at Black-la., and six at 
Cresswell; *L. Bates, Ltd., Bycars-la., Burs- 
lem, Stoke-on-Trent; six at Tean: *J. A. Bailey, 
Tape-st., Cheadle. 
Darlington.—Erection of 32 two-bedroomed 
flats on Haughton south estate, for T.C. Boro’ 
A.. E. A. Tornbohm, Central-bldgs., Darling- 
ton: *Direct Labour (subject to M.H. approval). 
Daventry.—Houses for R.D.C. Four at Braun- 
ston and two at Watford: *C. J. S. Colbourne, 
Ltd., Coventry, £4,996 and £2,798; four at 
Everdon and four at Stowe-in-Churches: *Adkins 
& Shaw, Daventry, £5,107 and £5,479. 
Eston.—Erection of 38 bungalows at South 
Bank, for U.D.C. N. C. Harrison, S.: *G. H. 
Rogers, Stockton-rd., Middlesbrough, £34,716. 
Gosforth (Northumberiand). — Erection of 
large new offices for Thomas Hedley & Co., 
Lid., soap manufacturers, etc., City-rd., New- 
castle, and Collingwood-st., Newcastle. Plans 
by S. Burn, the firm’s staff architect: *Stephen 
Easten, Ltd., Westgate Hill Grange, 275, West- 
gate-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Harpenden.—26 houses at 
Harpenden, for U.D.C. 
. 








Batford estate, 
Architect, J. H. Leech, 
F.R.I.B.A. Quantities by H. L. Hale, F.R.LCS.: 
H. Helliwell, High-st.. Kimpton, £12,989; 
*Roberts & Hough. 85. Station-rd., Harpenden, 
£10.310: *W. Curl & Sons, Grove-rd., Harpen- 
den, £5,187; *J. F. Cumming, 14, Lyndhurst- 


dr.. Harpenden, £5,27 
Heanor.—Houses for U.D.C. at Marlpool 
and 30: tF. Sisson & 


Farm Housing estate. 16 

Sons, Lt@. Cromford-rd., Langley Mill. £19,728 

and £34,783; 20: tJ. Bullock & Son, Ilkeston- 
«l., Heanor, £24.678. 
Hereford.—Conversion for 

Camp, for T.C.: *Geo. Harris & Co., 

ford, £71,886. 
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iikeston.—Construction of either (a) roads 
and sewers, section No. 2 of the Kirk Hallam 
housing estate, or (b) 116 houses on the S«st 
sectionof the Kirk Hallam housing estate, for 
B.C. Boro’ S. & W.E., Town Hall, Ilkeston. 
(a): *Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., Uttoxeter Old- 
rd., Derby, £35,967; (b): *A. Mason (Contrac- 
tors), Ltd., Kirkland-av., Sutton-rd., Mansfield, 
£137,763. (Subject to M.H. approval.) 

Kenilworth —50 houses for U.D.C.. *T. Bates 
& Sons, Ltd., Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent, £51,650: 
and *J. H. Lawrence, Kenilworth, £12,930. 

Kirkby.—Erection of eight pairs of houses on 
Cherry-ave. and 11 pairs on the Skegby-rd. 
estate: *C. Millward & Co., Kirkby-in-Ashfield, 
£2,696 per pair. 

Kirkby.—Erection of four pairs of houses on 
Cherry-ave. and six pairs on the Skegby-rd. 
estate: *T. A. Herrod & Co., Sutton-in-Ashfield, 


£2.521 per pair. 

Leeds.—Houses for T.C., at Seacroft and 
Moortown: *Spooners (Hull), Ltd., Glebe-rd., 
Hull, £65,626 (64); *Chester & McLauchlan, 
Etd., Englands-la., Knottingley, Leeds. £95,688 
(84); *Chester & McLauchlan, Ltd., £40,573 (30 
police and firemen’s houses). 

Leeds.—Works for E.C. Sanitary block at 
Roseville sec. mod. school: *W. T. Thompson & 
Sons, 19, Sheepscar-st. North, £7,498; sanitary 
blocks at Harehills sec. mod. school: *W 
Thompson & Sons, £8,950. 

L.c.c.—Undermentioned contracts exceeding 
£2,500 in value placed by the L.C.C. during 
period ended May 10:— 

Completion of Horn Park primary school. 
Woolwich, E. H. Smith (Croydon), Ltd.; Clean. 
ing and painting at Moreland-st. school, Fins. 
bury, Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd. ; 
Cleaning and painting at Mitcham-la. school 
Wandsworth, Triggs & Co., Ltd.; Cleaning and 
painting at Kelvin-gr. and Sydenham Central 
secondary girls’ school, Lewisham, Andrew 
Black & Son. 7 


London (Admiraity).—Civil Engineer-in-Chief’< 
Department, Admiralty,—Particulars —. 
tracts :—Portsmouth, H.M. Dockyard Supply 
= —- of steelwork, H. Young & Co. 
std., Nine Elms St orks rell- 1 
ie. ae eel Works, Burwell-rd., Lon 

“London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value 
of £500 or over for week ended May 13 :— 

General maintenance work: §, Cronin & Sons 
Ltd., Warley, Brentwood, Essex. Painting: Ss 
Lupton & Sons, Victoria-st., S.W.1. Internai 
pica wiring and airfield lighting: Edmund 
sons Electric Co., Ltd., Gilli am- SW 
Heating and hot water pr agp Rt a 
Nesbitt, Ltd., Leicester. Z. D. Berry & Co. 
ethan ike: 3° Wibwood tee” 1a 
Walteohanasier - Bigwood & Sons, Ltd.. 

SLondon (M.0.W.).—Contracts 
M.O.W. for week caied May —_ 
__London : Victoria Telephone Exchange Altera 
on and extensions, John Morgan (London 
Ltd., 127-131, Terminal House, 52, Grosvenor 
gdns., S.W.:; H.M.S.0. Canteen, Drury-la Addi 
tions and alterations, A. Roberts & Co., Ltd.. 79 
Eccleston-sq., Victoria, S.W. Aberdeenshire 
\berdeen, Erection of T.0.B. W J. Anderson 
Ltd.. Balmoral, Aberdeen. ee oj 
_fnvernesseshire: Abernethy Publi School 
Nethy Bridge. Erection of kitchen and dining 
room, Scottish Tarmacadam & Asphalte Co. 
Ltd., 44-56, Bilbao-st., Glasgow, 5. Somerset 
shire: Burnham-on-Sea, Erection of telephone ex 
change, W. J. Channings & Sons. Ltd.. High 
bridge-rd.. Burnham-on-Sea, Warwickshire 
P.O. Factory, Garrison-la.. Birmingham, Paint 
ing and decorations, H. M. Grant & Co.. Ltd 
Pershore-rd., Kings Norton, Birmingham. 
_TLondon _(War Dept.).—Works contracts 
placed by War Dept., for week ended May 6-— 
a ee Road work, W.& J. € ; , 
std... Ork. 


placed by 










Yorkshire : 


] ‘ Boiler engineering work 
and repairs to flues, Mark (L. Sykes, 1, Leeds 
terks: Painting work. Arnold Sharre: Ltd 


a Salop : Building work, Geo. Linnecor & 


td.. Birmingham. Lancs: Building work 
cer Bros. Ltd. 
Liverpool. 


(two contracts 
Manchester.—Rebuilding of dyeing room an 
store at Smedley-la., Cheetham, for James 
ae ore Craeenester), Ltd.: *G. W. Dawson 4 
‘0. (Builders), Ltd.. Central-ay.. Cr sal! 
Manchester. ; ; gs 
Mansfield.—100 concrete houses at Ladybrook 
for T.C.: *George Wimpey, Ltd., London. 
Market Drayton.—Adaptation as dwellings o 
buildings at Manor Farm Camp, Childs Ercall 
Tideswell Bros., Ltd., Basford, Stoke-on-Trent 
£13.260. 
Market Harborough.—40 houses at Souther: 





(Waterloo), 


a ned U.D.C. Lyndon Rowen (A.), 39 
Fred Lack, Ltd.. Northampton . £60 38t 


Frank Hickman & Co., Ltd., Market 


Harborough s eed 2m ‘ 59,60 
A. E. Cox & Co., Ltd.. Leicester ... 58,65€ 


Drury & Co, Ltd, Wigston, nr. 
_ Leicester 58,1350 


F, G. Simmonds, N. Kilworth. Rugby .. 57.970 
R. S. Jones & Co., Ltd., Leicester |. 57,888 
“Butterley Co., Ltd., Ripley, nr. Derby ... 56.923 


. Newcastle-upon-T yne.—160 houses on nnit No 
3 of Longbenton housing estate, for C.C. Cty 
A., 18, Cloth Market, Newcastle-upon-Tyne 1 
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wy, = ag R. Allison, Whitburn, nr. Sunderland, 


2191 


isieth,~Atterations to Easton Hall, 


nr. 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


10,000 


BUILDERS 


are now members of the 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


The Largest Truly Representative 
Organisation in the Industry 


ENROL NOW 


SUBSCRIPTION £4.4.0 p.a. 
LONDON REGION—37 AREAS 
And over 80 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES 


‘Phone or write : 
Secretary : 
26, Gt. Ormond St., Holborn, W.C.1 
Tel. CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: *‘EFEMBE, Holb, London" 


The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 





THE BUILDER 


Norwich, for EC. G. W. Oak, A.R.I.B.A., Ed. 
Architect, County Education Office, Stacey-rd., 
Norwich :— 


Burrell Bros., Norwich £6,566 
} Thraxton, Hethersett 5,317 
H, Curtis, Norwich ay 4 RR 5,287 
Wootiongh & Cogman, Norwich ... 4,988 
4 G. Carter, Norwich oe EM -- 4,963 
. Liewellyn & Son, Norwich ... coe 4,755 

: G. Lomax, Hellesdon . ais «-- 4,310 
*D. G. Harvey, Costessey 4,269 


Nottingham.—Assembly Ynaiis for Birchover-rd. 
primary school: *Gee, ed & Slater, 
Uttoxeter Old-rd., Derby, £21,6 

Penge. —Extension to Town Hall, Ye rd., 
for U.DC. N. G. Wall, M.I.Mun.E & § 
Quantities by < Spriggs & Partners, 177, 
a a row, 8.W.3:— 

G. addy & Sons, Hayes-la. Works, 
ipcaumant 
~ Lory & Sons, 17-19, Lansdowne- 


S.W.8 3,308 
Campbell & McGill, 5, “High- st., Chisle- 
hurst 3,152 
N. J. Kemp. & Co., Lid., Chaffinch-rd., 
Beckenham 15 
J. Jarvis & Sons, ‘2, Buckingham Palace- 
gdns., §.W.1 3,095 
Syme & Duncan, ‘Ltd, “22, Blakeney- rd., 
Beckenham oes 2,962 


*E. Orpin & Son, 92, Anerley- rd., S.E.19 |. 2.737 

Salford.—Additional classrooms at Lancaster- 
rd. primary school: : Godfrey & Son, 
Ltd., Bowling-rd., ES RSM, day nurseries 
at Bradshaw-st.. Salford, and Hayfield-ter., 
Pendleton: *S. Cookson & Son, Ltd., 1, Comus- 
st.. Manchester, £10,315 and £10,207. 

Shefheld.—Evection of County primary school 
at Greenhill: *Hill & Roberts, Parsonage-st., 
Sheffield, £105,328 

Skipton.—50 houses at Horse Close estate, for 


U.D.C.: *J. Newsome Walker, Ltd., The Green, 
Horsforth. 
South Westmorland.—Six houses at Storth, 








STEEL-CRETE 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


inspect one that has withstood 


HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 25 YEARS 
STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


35, Avenue Chambers, Seuthampten Row. 
London, W.C.1. Tel.: HOLborn 8011 








May 19 1950 


for R.D.C.: *Bradley & Rebson, Arnside, £7,870. 

Stanley (Co. Durham).—A new gymnasium, 
assembly hall, kitchen and sundry alterations: 
*William Moss & Sons, Ltd., 50-52, Scotswood 
-rd., Newcastle. 

Sunderiand.—Erection of 16 houses, for T.C.: 
*T. D. Gibbons & Son, Hendon Burn-av., Sun- 
derland, 

Sutton Coldfield.—36 houses at Clarence-rd., 
for B.C.: *Venton Building Co, (1938), Ltd. 
Gravelly Hill North, Birmingham, £44,926. 

Wallasey. — Construction of Town Hall 
annexe, for B.C.: *3J. H. Waring, St. Denis, 
Borrowdale-rd., Moreton, £11,181. 

Wandsworth. —Frection of standard type three- 
storey block of six flats at Hopton-rd. (No. 2) 
site, Streatham, for B. 


A. H. Franklin & Sons, “Ltd., S.W.6 ... £10,985 
The —— Construction Co., Ltd., 

8.W.2 Pa ae *s «- 10,772 
7 ard & Co., W.C.2 a 10,600 
C. Wilkinson, Ltd., ae 10,517 
Wyatt (Builders), Lid., 4. W.12 ... ... 10,067 

T. Oliver & Sons, Ltd. , 8.W.9 ... ... 10,061 
q T Meachem & —_ Been New 

Malden . ua ... 10,004 
Page & Son, S.W wo ©6=—- 9, 87 
Cobby & May, Ud. Thornton Heath ... 9,529 
J. Jenkins, Ltd., S.W.16 


*James Webb & od Builders) ), Ltd., 
Clerkenwell, E.C.1 











te ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING ~. 


SMART'S LANE, 


LOUGHTON, ESSEX 
TEL.: LOUGHTON 295 


SALES HIRE 
ERECTION CRADLES 








WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


. Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 














BROAD- ACHESON 


CELLULAR BLOCKS 


cut without waste — chase, nail, 
screw, plug, with ease 


BROAD & CO. LTD., 4 SOUTH WHARF 
PADDINGTON, W.2. PADdington 706! 





Boyle's -.t-v:.- Ventilator 


IN USE 





OVER TWO MILLION 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LABhroke 2878 


























WATerloo 5474 
"Three Generations of Building” 














GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


CAMBERWELL 


34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C1l 


LIMITED 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


of 


HEAD OFFICE: 


Tel.: CHAncery 7901-3 
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